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Issue  
The Charter SELPA has grown considerably over time.   We grew considerably in 2010-11, expanding to 
106 charters.  We anticipate more than 130 charters in 2011-12, which translates to well over 50,000 
ADA and over 4,000 students receiving special education services.   We need to discuss our growth 
expectations in 2012-13 to ensure our ability to provide quality support to new and existing charter 
SELPA members. 
 

Background 
The Charter SELPA started in 2006-07 with a small group of core 
dedicated charters.  2007-08, 2008-09, and 2009-10 growth was 
fast-paced but manageable. 
 
 Our growth in 2010-11, which brought us to a total of 106 charter 
schools representing over 38,000 ADA, caused us to rethink many 
of our processes.  We have expanded program specialist staffing 
as well as SELPA support staff.  We have expanded our 

training/meeting locations to Sacramento, Oakland, San Diego, and Los Angeles.  In addition, we 
continue to develop Elluminate as a resource for on-line meeting/training support. 
 
What we have found is that the most time intensive work involves new start-up charters who are not 
affiliated with a JPA/CMO/Other Non-Profit.   
 

Recommendation 
As we continue to grow, we should consider some prioritization on admission of new charters to the 
Charter SELPA. 
 
First Priority 

 Expansions of existing Charter SELPA members (JPA, CMO, non-profits with two or more 
charters, or affiliated with a current Charter SELPA member developer) 

 State Board of Education approved charters 
 
Second Priority 

 New start-up charters affiliated with a CMO/JPA/other non-profit with two or more 
charters, or affiliated with a current Charter SELPA member developer.   Such support would 
indicate a structure sufficient to ensure success. 

 Charter currently operating as an LEA for special education, structure sufficient to ensure 
success. 

 Charters affiliated with a current Charter SELPA member, but not within a CMO/JPA/other 
non-profit with two or more charter structure. 

 Charters whose authorization and/or continued authorization as a charter school is 
dependent upon seeking an outside SELPA approval. 

Year # of 
Charters

K-12 P-2 
ADA

2011-12 Est. 139 53,000      
2010-11 106 38,600      
2009-10 46 13,927      
2008-09 23 7,780       
2007-08 17 4,158       
2006-07 10 2,357       
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 Third Priority 

 Charters with two or more successful years of operation, but new to the Charter SELPA. 
 

Fourth Priority 
 New start up charters not affiliated with a CMO/JPA/other non-profit with two or more 

charters.  
 
Depending on the number of charters accepted in the first and second priority, the number of charters 
accepted in the third and fourth priority may be limited.  The Selection Committee may establish a limit 
on the number of third and fourth priority charters.  Such a limit will be determined in February of each 
year.   The selection process occurs in February/March of each year and is then forwarded to CDE for 
final approval.   
 
None of the priority rankings above precludes the Charter SELPA from performing the required due 
diligence for program and fiscal accountability that is a part of the review and selection process.  
Various circumstances may arise that require the Selection Committee to revisit any growth limitation 
and they may consider additional charters.   
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