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ISSUE 

The Charter SELPA may receive $80,000 for low incidence materials and services in 2014-15. CEO Council action is 

needed to approve Allocation Plan language to provide a framework for distribution of the funds. 

 

BACKGROUND  

Low incidence (LI) disabilities funding is based on the prior year December Pupil Count of the SELPA for students 
with specific disabilities (hearing impairments, vision impairments, and severe orthopedic impairments, or any 
combination thereof).   

 

Low incidence materials funding has been used to purchase specialized books, materials, and equipment and a 
specific procedure has existed in the SELPA for the SELPA to purchase items on behalf of the charter students 
with low incidence needs. 

 

Low incidence services grant funding ($7,000 in prior year) was limited to expenditures supporting low incidence 
specialized services such as "interpreters, note takers, readers, transcribers, and others who provide specialized 
services to students with low incidence disabilities pursuant to EC § 56026.5”.  No formalized process has existed 
to allocate the low incidence services grant and they have been distributed on a case by case basis. 

 
In 2013-14, low incidence materials and services were combined into one grant and the SELPA no longer has to 
purchase materials and equipment on behalf of charters, but can distribute funds for direct purchase. With a 
potential annual grant in the $80,000 range, some maximum funding parameters should be established. 
 
A summary of low incidence materials/services grants combined is shown below.  An additional complication 
occurred in 2013-14. As of June 30, 2014 CDE only funded a small portion of the grant. Over $55,000 in funding is 
in dispute and we are optimistic that we will arrive at a resolution by the next funding cycle certification in 
February 2015.  The short version is that charters are required in CASMIS IEP fields to report the district of 
residence as the authorizing LEA. We are seeking to have this corrected in the CASESMIS guidelines, since we do 
not believe this is an accurate way to report district of residence. Low incidence funding pupil count is derived 
from the CASEMIS database by SELPA and by district of residence, therefore most Charter SELPA low incidence 
funds were sent to other SELPAs. Charters approved by the State Board of Education report district of residence 
as the charter, therefore we have received credit for a small number of students.  
 
We are working with CDE to correct the problem for 2013-14 and future years. 
 
As a result, in 2013-14 our ending balance is either $37,000 (Plan B in chart below) or a negative $18,000 (Plan A). 
And 2014-15 funding is either $10,000 or $80,000. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plan A Plan B

2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2013-14

1 Income 20,655     20,648     44,347     33,018     47,718     9,383        65,257     

2 Expenditures 20,655     20,648     44,347     28,554     33,323     47,056     47,056     

3 Income - Expenditures -            -            -            4,464        14,395     (37,673)    18,201     

4 Beginning Balance -            -            -            -            4,464        18,859     18,859     

5 Ending Balance -            -            -            4,464        18,859     (18,814)    37,060     

Low Incidence Materials & Services Historical Data and Projected Budget
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CEO Executive Committee reviewed and concurred with the proposed Allocation Plan language. 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR CEO COUNCIL ACTION: 

 

Charters may apply for low incidence materials and funding in 2014-15 based on the following criteria: 

 

Part I - General Conditions 

Low incidence eligibility per education code definitions.  

1. Charters are advised that funding is dependent upon CDE correcting the funding formula and the SELPA 
receiving full credit for all low incidence students in the December pupil count.  

a. Verification will take place February 27, 2015 at the first point in the funding certification cycle; 
however, we anticipate CDE verification of the correction by January 2015 or sooner. 
 

2. The funding parameters below assume the Charter SELPA receives ~ $80,000 in funding and the current 
funding issues are resolved. If funding is limited ($10,000 range), a new set of funding parameters would 
need to be established. 
 

Part 2 - Funding Parameters 
 

1. Fully fund the first $3,000 of a request (per student) for materials and/ or services, with a minimum level 
of $600.  This will ensure sufficient funds are available for the more expensive equipment purchases.  
 

2. Requests beyond the $3,000 will be funded up to a maximum of $5,000 per student, but will depend 
upon availability of funding. A determination will be made June 30 to determine available funds and a 
pro-rated reimbursement will be set. 
 

3. All requests for funding must be submitted by May 1 to be eligible for reimbursement.  Only IEPs agreed 
to after May 1 will be considered on a case-by-case basis.   
 

4. Final reimbursement is based on end of year expenditure reports, which must be filed by July 13. 

 

5. Funding parameters will be reviewed annually and may be revised for more flexibility if large balances 
exist, or revised with more limited parameters if shortfalls exist. 

 


