
1 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CDE Publications 

 
 

1. Assembly Bill 114: Related Services Under the Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act (September 13, 2011) 

2. Requirements for Securing the Services of Mental Health Professionals to Provide 

Related Services to Special Education Students (September 13, 2011) 

3. Assembly Bill 114: Use of Mental Health Funds in the Budget Act of 2011-12 

(January 5, 2012) 

4. Assembly Bill 114: Day Treatment (June 27, 2012) 

5. Assembly Bill 114: Assessment Summary (June 28, 2012) 

6. Assembly Bill 114: Providing Coordinated Intensive Services Through an Individual 

with Disabilities Education Act Complaint Individualized Education Program (July 

26, 2012) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 

 

AB 114: Related Services Under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (September 13, 2011) 



3 

 

 
 



4 

 

 



5 

 

 

 



6 

 

 

 



7 

 

Requirements for Securing the Services of Mental Health Professionals to Provide Related Services to Special 

Education Students (September 13, 2011) 



8 

 

 

 



9 

 

 



10 

 

Assembly Bill 114: Use of Mental Health Funds in the Budget Act of 2011-12 (January 5, 2012) 

January 5, 2012 

 

Dear County and District Superintendents, Special Education Local Plan Area Directors, Special 

Education Administrators at County Offices of Education, Charter School Administrators, 

Principals, and Nonpublic School Directors: 

 

ASSEMBLY BILL 114: USE OF MENTAL HEALTH FUNDS IN THE BUDGET ACT 

OF 2011–12 

The purpose of this letter is to provide background and guidance regarding the use of funds 

authorized in the Budget Act of 2011–12 restricting the use of certain funds to “educationally 

related mental health services.” 

General Funds 

Pursuant to Assembly Bill (AB) 114, Section 54 (Chapter 43, Statutes of 2011), and provisions 

18 and 26 of Item 6110 161-0001 of the Budget Act of 2011–12 funds must be used for:  

. . . educationally related mental health services, including out-of-home residential services for 

emotionally disturbed pupils, required by an individualized education program pursuant to the 

federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) of 2004 (20 U.S.C. Sec. 1400 et seq.) 

and as described in Section 56363 of the California Education Code (EC). The State 

Superintendent of Public Instruction shall allocate these funds to special education local plan 

areas in the 2011–12 fiscal year based upon an equal rate per pupil using the methodology 

specified in Section 56836.07 of  

the EC. 

These provisions have been assigned Resource Code 6512, which differentiates these funds from 

Resource Code 6500, special education general fund programs. These funds shall be exclusively 

available for these services only for fiscal year (FY) 2011–12 and FY 2012–13. 
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Federal Funds 

Pursuant to AB 114, Section 54 (Chapter 43, Statutes of 2011), provision 9 of Item 6110 161 

0890 of the Budget Act of 2011–12, funds shall be available only for the purpose of providing: 

. . . educationally related mental health services, including out-of-home residential services for 

emotionally disturbed pupils, required by an individualized education program pursuant to the 

federal IDEA of 2004 (20 U.S.C. Sec. 1400 et seq.) and as described in Section 56363 of the EC. 

These funds were allocated to special education local plan areas (SELPAs) on a one-time basis in 

the 2011–12 fiscal year using data available from the California Special Education Management 

Information System (CASEMIS) as of December 1, 2010. If funds are appropriated for the 

purpose of providing the educationally related mental health services for the 2012–13 fiscal year, 

they will be allocated based on an equal rate per pupil using a methodology specified in Section 

56836.07 of the EC and using average daily attendance for the 2011–12 fiscal year. 

 

Definition of Educationally Related Mental Health Services 

As noted in the provisions above, educationally related mental health services are described in 30 

EC Section 56363. Section 56363 defines the term “designated instruction and services” to mean 

“related services” as that term is defined in Section 1401(26) of Title 20 of the United States 

Code and Section 300.34 of Title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  

Related services under IDEA are defined in Section 300.34 of Title 34 of the CFR: 

Related services means transportation and such developmental, corrective, and other supportive 

services as are required to assist a child with a disability to benefit from special education, and 

includes speech-language pathology and audiology services, interpreting services, psychological 

services, physical and occupational therapy, recreation, including therapeutic recreation, early 

identification and assessment of disabilities in children, counseling services, including 

rehabilitation counseling, orientation and mobility services, and medical services for diagnostic 

or evaluation purposes. Related services also include school health services and school nurse 

services, social work services in schools, and parent counseling and training. (34 CFR 300.34(a)) 

Section 300.34 of Title 34 of the CFR further defines individual related services terms. The 

following list represents some of the services that may be appropriate when addressing the 

emotional and behavioral needs of students with disabilities:  

 Counseling services (34 CFR 300.34(c)(2)) and California EC 56363(b)(9) 

 Parent counseling and training (34 CFR 300.34(c)(8)) and California EC 56363(b)(11) 

 Psychological services (34 CFR 300.34(c)(10)) and California EC 56363(b)(10) 

 Social work services in schools (34 CFR 300.34(c)(14)) and California EC 56363(b)(13) 

Refer to 34 CFR Section 300.34 for the complete list of individual related services terms. 

Residential placement is not listed as a related service in Section 300.34 of Title 34 of the CFR. 

However, residential placement is addressed elsewhere in the IDEA: 
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If placement in a public or private residential program is necessary to provide special education 

and related services to a child with a disability, the program, including non medical care and 

room and board, must be at no cost to the parents of the child (34 CFR 300.104). 

In addition, the list of related services in the IDEA is not exhaustive or finite. The individualized 

education program (IEP) team must decide what related services are necessary to provide a free 

appropriate public education (FAPE) to each student with a disability.  

To maintain clear and understandable terminology based upon existing statute, the California 

Department of Education (CDE) will be using the term “related services for students who have 

emotional and behavioral needs” in place of “educationally related mental health services.” 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What limitations are on the use of state and federal funds provided in the Budget Act of 

2011–12 for educationally related mental health services? 

The legislature was clear that these funds are targeted for related services and that the funds are 

made available to local educational agencies (LEAs) to provide services formerly provided by 

the County Mental Health agencies and the Department of Social Services. The funds cannot be 

spent on educational services that have historically been provided by LEAs for students with 

emotional or behavioral needs. 

 

What are allowable uses of the state and federal funds due to the term “educationally 

related mental health services”? 

These funds may be used for:  

The salaries of certificated supervisors and administrators; and clerical, technical, and office staff 

salaries associated with administering related services for students with emotional or behavioral 

needs.  

The room and board cost of residential placement if it is included in the student’s IEP. 

Professional and consulting service (e.g., case management, medical services, day treatment, 

individual therapy, family therapy, group therapy, group rehabilitation, therapeutic behavior 

services, assessment, psychological services, and residential placement) costs for students with 

emotional or behavioral needs. 

Rental and/or lease of office space to provide professional and consulting services for students 

with emotional or behavioral needs. 

Transportation costs of student to receive related services from a provider. 

Books and supplies related to providing related services. 
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If you have any questions regarding this subject, please contact Chris Essman, Education 

Programs Consultant, Special Education Division, by phone at 916-327-3507 or by e-mail at 

cessman@cde.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Original signed by Fred Balcom. Hard copy of the signed document is available by contacting 

the Special Education Division's Director's Office at 916-445-4602. 

Fred Balcom, Director 

Special Education Division 

FB:rb 

Last Reviewed: Monday, January 09, 2012  

California Department of Education (http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/useofmhfunds.asp) 

Page Generated: 1/13/2012 6:31:12 PM  
 

 

mailto:cessman@cde.ca.gov
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Assembly Bill 114: Day Treatment (June 27, 2012) 

June 27, 2012 
 
 

Dear County and District Superintendents, Special Education Local Plan Area Directors, 
Special Education Administrators of County Offices of Education, Charter School 
Administrators, Principals, and Nonpublic School Directors:  
 

ASSEMBLY BILL 114: DAY TREATMENT 

 

Assembly Bill 114 made significant changes to Chapter 26.5 of the California Government 
Code (GC) regarding the provision of mental health services to students with disabilities. As a 
result of AB 114, local educational agencies (LEAs) are responsible for ensuring the provision 
of related services, including some services previously provided by county mental health 
agencies under Chapter 26.5 of the GC. As LEAs implement this transition, and as a result of 
changes in state statute stemming from AB 114, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA) serves as the statutory framework for the provision of related services.  

This document is intended to assist LEAs in facilitating the transition of certain services formerly 
provided by county mental health agencies under state law prior to AB 114, to providing 
services authorized by the IDEA and complying with the requirements therein. To the extent 
that service provision requirements under the IDEA differ from those formerly specified in 
Chapter 26.5 of the GC prior to AB 114, this document is meant to assist in making that 
distinction. However, it must be emphasized that a blanket restriction on any particular service 
would be contradictory to the IDEA. The individualized education program (IEP) team should 
develop the IEP based on the child’s unique needs and include supportive services that are 
necessary to assist the child to benefit from special education. Therefore, the IEP team 
decision about a specific child’s eligibility for services under the IDEA must remain the most 
critical factor. 

The changes to Chapter 26.5 of the GC, as outlined in AB 114, resulted in the removal of 
statutory authority for many of the implementing regulations found in Division 9 of Title 2 of the 
California Code of Regulations (CCR). "Day Treatment" was a service previously provided by 
county mental health agencies and authorized by Section 60020(i) of Division 9 of Title 2 of the 
CCR, prior to AB 114: 
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2 CCR §60020(i): 

(i) "Mental health services” means mental health assessments and the following services 
when delineated on an IEP in accordance with Section 7572(d) of the Government 
Code:  

psychotherapy as defined in Section 2903 of the Business and Professions Code 
provided to the pupil individually or in a group, collateral services, medication monitoring, 
intensive day treatment, day rehabilitation, and case management (emphasis added). 
These services shall be provided directly or by contract at the discretion of the 
community mental health service of the county of origin. 

 

 

As LEAs assume responsibility for the provision of related services, many questions have been 
raised about LEAs’ responsibility for including day treatment in the array of services offered to 
students in special education.  
 
What is Day Treatment?  
 
Mental health plans (MHPs), under Medi-Cal, may offer both Day Rehabilitation programs and 
Day Treatment Intensive programs. A student in special education may have been served by 
these programs prior to AB 114 and under Chapter 26.5 of the GC if it was determined 
necessary, by the IEP team, for the student’s educational benefit. Additionally, students may 
continue to be served by these programs if indicated on the IEP.  
 

9 CCR §1810.212: 
 
“Day Rehabilitation” means a structured program of rehabilitation and therapy to 
improve, maintain or restore personal independence and functioning, consistent with 
requirements for learning and development, which provides services to a distinct group 
of individuals. Services are available at least three hours and less than 24 hours each 
day the program is open. Service activities may include, but are not limited to, 
assessment, plan development, therapy, rehabilitation and collateral.  
 
9 CCR §1810.213: 
 
“Day Treatment Intensive” means a structured, multi-disciplinary program of therapy 
which may be an alternative to hospitalization, avoid placement in a more restrictive 
setting, or maintain the individual in a community setting, which provides services to a 
distinct group of individuals. Services are available at least three hours and less than 24 
hours each day the program is open. Service activities may include, but are not limited 
to, assessment, plan development, therapy, rehabilitation and collateral. 

 
Under Medi-Cal regulations, Day Treatment programs have specific contact requirements, site 
requirements, staffing requirements, and requirements regarding minimum service components 
that must be included in the program. These requirements are specified in Sections 1840.328, 
1840.330, 1840.350, and 1840.352 of Title 9 of the CCR and in the contract between the 
California Department of Mental Health (DMH) and MHPs.  
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Per the contract between DMH and MHPs, Day Rehabilitation programs include the following 
service components: 
 

a. Community meetings  

b. A therapeutic milieu 1  

c. Process groups (may include psychotherapy instead of or in addition to the process 

groups)  

d. Skill building groups (related to psychiatric and psychological experiences)  

e. Adjunctive therapies that utilize self-expression (art, recreation, dance, etc.) as the 

therapeutic intervention  

 

Day Treatment Intensive programs include the following service components: 

 

a. Community meetings  

b. A therapeutic milieu  

c. Skill building groups (related to psychiatric and psychological experiences)  

d. Adjunctive therapies that utilize self-expression (art, recreation, dance, etc.) as the 

therapeutic intervention  

e. Psychotherapy provided by licensed, registered, or waivered staff (Day Treatment 

Intensive programs may also include process groups)  

f. An established protocol for responding to clients experiencing a mental health crisis  

g. A detailed weekly schedule that identifies where and when the service components of 

the program will be provided and by whom (specifying the program staff, their 

qualifications, and the scope of their responsibilities)  

 

On occasion, Day Treatment programs are provided in the school setting. When this occurs, 
mental health needs are addressed in conjunction with academic needs. For more information 
on Medi-Cal Day Treatment programs, you may visit the DMH Web site at: 
http://www.dmh.ca.gov/Services_and_Programs/Community_Programs/SMART/Medi-
Cal_Day_Treatment-FAQs.asp. 
 
Local Education Agency Requirements under the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act 
 
The definition of “related services” found in Section 300.34(a) of Part 34 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) and the list of related services found in Section 300.34(c) of the CFR do not 
mention Day Treatment. However, the list of related services is not exhaustive and should 
encompass those supportive services that are necessary to assist a child to benefit from 
special education, as determined by the IEP team. The IEP team, based on the results of a 
quality assessment, should consider the unique needs of the student and the various options 
for meeting those needs appropriately.  
 
A LEA may choose to offer Day Treatment programs, as defined by Medi-Cal regulations 
(above), by contracting with a certified Day Treatment provider and/or the MHP to provide  

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/daytreatment.asp#footnote1
http://www.dmh.ca.gov/Services_and_Programs/Community_Programs/SMART/Medi-Cal_Day_Treatment-FAQs.asp
http://www.dmh.ca.gov/Services_and_Programs/Community_Programs/SMART/Medi-Cal_Day_Treatment-FAQs.asp
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those services. If contracting for services, the LEA must ensure that the provider meets the 
appropriate certification requirements for providing related services (please reference the 
Nonpublic Agency Certification memorandum on the California Department of Education AB 
114 Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/npacertltr.asp). If a LEA intends to establish a 
Day Treatment program and access Medi-Cal reimbursement for Day Treatment services, the 
program must comply with all Medi-Cal requirements and be certified as a Day Treatment 
program by the State of California and/or MHP. Any LEA planning to develop a certified, Medi-
Cal compliant, Day Treatment program should become familiar with the extensive requirements 
associated with seeking certification and operating a Day Treatment program under Medi-Cal, 
in order to reasonably determine feasibility. 
 

Alternatively, a LEA may choose to incorporate many elements of a Day Treatment program, as 
described above, into LEA administered programs, such as Special Day classes (EC 
§56364.2). This may involve hiring clinical mental health personnel to work in the classroom in 
order to mirror some of the staffing requirements and treatment modalities for Day Treatment 
programs under Medi-Cal. LEAs may consider all options for developing school based 
programs that offer appropriate levels of support for the emotional and behavioral needs of their 
students. 
 
In all cases, the related services that a student receives while being served by a Day Treatment 
program or similar school/classroom based program should be clearly delineated on the IEP.  
 
If you have any questions regarding this subject, please contact the California Department of 
Education, Special Education Division, Policy and Program Services unit by phone at 916-323-
2409.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Original signed by Fred Balcom. Hard copy of the signed document is available by contacting 
the Special Education Division's Director's Office at 916-445-4602. 
 
Fred Balcom, Director 
Special Education Division  
 
FB:sw 
 
Footnotes 
 

1 "Therapeutic milieu" means a therapeutic program structured by process groups and skill 
building groups that has activities performed by identified staff; takes place for the continuous 
scheduled hours of program operation; includes staff and activities that teach, model, and 
reinforce constructive interactions; and includes peer and staff feedback to clients on strategies 
for symptom reduction, increasing adaptive behaviors, and reducing subjective distress. 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/npacertltr.asp
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Assembly Bill 114: Assessment Summary (June 28, 2012) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
June 28, 2012 
 
 

Dear County and District Superintendents, Special Education Local Plan Area Directors, Special 
Education Administrators of County Offices, Charter School Administrators, Principals, 
Nonpublic School Directors, Parents, and Mental Health Professionals: 

 
 

ASSEMBLY BILL 114: ASSESSMENT SUMMARY 
 
Assembly Bill 114 made significant changes to Chapter 26.5 of the California Government Code 
(GC) regarding the provision of mental health services to students with disabilities. As a result of 
AB 114, local educational agencies (LEAs) are responsible for ensuring the provision of related 
services, including some services previously provided by county mental health agencies under 
Chapter 26.5 of the GC. As LEAs implement this transition, and as a result of changes in state 
statute resulting from AB 114, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) serves as 
the statutory framework for the provision of related services. In some instances, existing 
California law provides further clarification of requirements for serving students with disabilities 
within the IDEA framework. 
 
Under the state’s prior structure, a LEA would initially assess students suspected of having 
social or emotional needs to determine if the students were eligible for special education. If the 
LEA determined that an eligible student was suspected to require mental health services (and 
met certain additional criteria), the student would be referred by the LEA to a state or local 
mental health agency for a mental health assessment. Under the new structure, the transition of 
responsibilities concerning the provision of related services discontinues the mandatory process 
of referring such students to mental health agencies for mental health assessments. 
Consequently, the scope and content of an LEA’s assessment process now includes the need 
to directly assess students with suspected mental health needs, and to assist IEP teams in 
selecting appropriate services and goals to serve identified students with mental health issues. 
 
This assessment summary is intended to provide general guidance and to assist LEAs in 
identifying the appropriate procedures and personnel to meet IDEA requirements related to 
assessment of students with identified or suspected disabilities, and for reassessment when 
needed, as established in federal and state law. While the general requirements for assessment 
and reassessment have not changed, it is critical that LEAs are aware of these requirements 
given that they are now responsible for directly implementing all elements of the assessment 
process, including those related to mental health. This document provides an overview of 
federal and state requirements related to assessment and reassessment of students with 
disabilities, organized by the following topics: 
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 General Procedures 

 Determining Appropriate Services 

 Assessment Instruments and Materials 

 Personnel 

 Timelines 
 
These requirements apply in all cases, regardless of whether a student’s needs and services 
include a mental health component. However, given that mental health is a potentially new 
assessment element for LEAs, this guidance provides a specific focus on mental health issues 
where appropriate. In addition to clarification and discussion of legally required elements of the 
assessment process, references to potentially helpful assessment resources are included in 
Enclosure A. 
 
GENERAL PROCEDURES 
 
Both federal and state laws establish specific requirements concerning initial assessment of 
students with a suspected disability, and for reassessment of students when required. The 
requirements for initial assessment and reassessment are addressed below. References to 
federal and state law that establish these requirements are provided to assist the reader in 
reviewing the complete statutory language for each requirement.  
 
Initial Referral and Assessment 
 
Students are commonly referred for special education assessment by a parent or a teacher, but 
federal law requires each state to have a method to identify, locate, and assess all students 
needing special education and related services.1 This “Child Find” requirement is implemented 
in various ways among states. In California, each LEA is responsible for identifying all children 
with disabilities who reside within its boundaries (including students attending private schools, 
homeless children, and wards of the state) and assessing them to determine if special 
education and related services are required to provide each student access to a free and 
appropriate public education. More information related to Child Find is available in Enclosure A 
– Resources. 
 
In addition to the general Child Find requirement, federal law establishes that any of the 
following individuals may request an initial assessment to determine whether a child has a 
disability: 

 

 The parent of the child 

 The state educational agency or another state agency 

 The local educational agency 2 
 
If health issues affect a student’s access to education, special education and related services 
may be appropriate. Students medically diagnosed as having a chronic illness or acute health 
problem may be referred for a special education assessment.3 
 
A full and individual initial assessment must be conducted before the initial provision of special 
education and related services to a student with a disability.4 The assessment process must 
include:  
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 Proper notification to parents, including a description of the procedures proposed to be 
used in the assessment 
 

 A variety of tools and procedures to develop information on the student 
 

 A review of relevant functional, developmental, and academic information on the student 
 

 A determination of whether the student has a disability 
 

 A determination of the appropriate content of the student’s Individualized Education Plan 
(IEP), including appropriate services and goals 
 

 More than one measure to determine if the student has a disability, and if so, the 
appropriate services and goals to be included in the student’s IEP 
 

 Technically sound assessment instruments 
 

 As appropriate, an assessment of the health, vision, hearing, social and emotional 
status, general intelligence, academic performance, communication, and motor skills of 
the student 5 

 
As noted above, prior California law stated that students identified as having exceptional needs 
and suspected of needing mental health services and who met specific additional criteria could 
be referred to a community mental health agency for a mental health assessment. The mental 
health agency would conduct the assessment and make a recommendation for mental health 
services to be provided to the student. By law, that recommendation for services would become 
the recommendation of the IEP team. Under current California law, the assessment process 
should consider whether a student’s suspected disabilities include a mental health component, 
and whether an assessment addressing social and emotional issues is appropriate.  Tests of 
emotional functioning are to be conducted by a credentialed school psychologist.6  A LEA may 
still choose, as appropriate, to obtain additional assessment as needed by other qualified 
entities or individuals, such as appropriately licensed employees of community mental health 
agencies. Further, the recommendation for mental health services that results from the 
assessment must be considered by the IEP team, but the IEP team has the authority to 
consider other factors and offer a different recommendation than that of the person conducting 
the assessment. 
 
Generally, students must be assessed in all areas related to the suspected disability. See the 
Assessment Instruments and Materials section below for specific requirements concerning the 
assessment process. More information on assessment instruments and materials is also 
available in Enclosure A – Resources. 
 
Prior to undertaking the assessment, an assessment plan shall be provided to the parent of the 
child in writing, which meets the following requirements: 

 

 Be in language easily understood by the general public 
 

 Be provided in the native language of the parent, unless clearly unfeasible 
 

 Explain the types of assessments to be conducted 
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 State that no IEP will result from the assessment without parental consent 7  
 

 The Assessment Plan shall also include a description of any recent assessment 
conducted, including any independent assessment8 

 
 The assessment plan shall include the following assurances: 

 

 Upon completion of the assessment, an IEP team meeting will be scheduled to determine 
whether the student has exceptional needs and to discuss the assessment results and 
educational recommendations and reasons for the recommendations.9 
 

 A copy of the assessment report will be provided to the parent (or guardian).10 
 

 The parent (or guardian) has the right to obtain (at public expense) an independent 
educational evaluation (IEE) from qualified specialists if the parent disagrees with the 
assessment obtained by the educational agency. This right is limited to one IEE at public 
expense each time the LEA conducts an assessment with which the parent disagrees. 
 

 If a parent requests an IEE at public expense, the LEA must without unnecessary delay 
either file a due process complaint to show that its assessment is appropriate, or ensure that 
an IEE is provided at public expense, unless the LEA demonstrates in a hearing that the IEE 
did not meet agency criteria.  If the hearing determines that the LEA assessment is 
appropriate, the parent may still obtain an IEE, but not at public expense. 
 

 An independent assessment at public or private expense, if it meets agency criteria, shall be 
considered by the educational agency in respect to Free and Appropriate Public Education 
(FAPE), and may be presented as evidence in a due process hearing.11 
 

 When a parent proposes a Nonpublic School (NPS) placement (using public funds) the 
educational agency shall be allowed to observe the NPS, and the pupil in the NPS if the 
pupil was unilaterally placed there. Such observation may only be of the pupil and shall 
not include observation or assessment of other pupils, unless the parent or guardian of 
the other pupil consents. Without such consent, observation results for the other 
students are not admissible in a hearing or proceeding.12 

 
When developing the assessment plan, the IEP team shall: 
 

 Review existing assessment data on the child, including assessments provided by 
parents, classroom-based assessments and observations, and observations by teachers 
and related services providers.13 The IEP team may review the assessment data without 
conducting a formal IEP team meeting.14 

 

 Identify what additional data are needed to determine: whether the child has a disability; 
present levels of performance; child’s need for special education and related services; in 
the case of a re-evaluation, whether changes or additions to the child’s special education 
and related services are needed.15 The LEA is to administer the assessments that obtain 
the additional data.16  

  
More information on development of assessment plans is available in Enclosure A – Resources. 
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Students may be referred to California School for the Blind, California School for the Deaf, or 
diagnostic centers for further assessment.17 The local agency must conduct all assessments 
within its capabilities prior to referring a student for further assessment at the special schools or 
diagnostic centers. Results of the local assessment shall accompany the referral request.18 
Contact information for the California School for the Blind, California School for the Deaf, and 
State Diagnostic Centers is available in Enclosure A – Resources. 
 
The LEA shall make reasonable efforts to obtain informed consent from the parent (or guardian) 
before conducting the assessment; if the parent fails to respond to the request for consent, the 
LEA may pursue the initial assessment. The LEA does not violate Child Find requirements or its 
eligibility determination obligations if it does not pursue an assessment under this circumstance. 
19 LEAs are to document their efforts to obtain informed parental consent.20 The parent has at 
least 15 days from the receipt of the proposed assessment plan to decide on consent.21 The 
assessment may begin immediately upon receipt of parental consent. Informed parental 
consent is required for assessments and reassessments, unless the LEA can demonstrate it 
made a reasonable effort and the parent didn’t respond.22 Consent for assessment shall not be 
construed as consent for placement or provision of special education and related services23. 
However, consent is not required before reviewing existing assessment data, or to have the 
student take a test that all students must take, unless consent is required of all students before 
they take the test.24 More information concerning obtaining parental consent is available in 
Enclosure A – Resources. 
 
When a student moves from one LEA to another, both the prior LEA and the new LEA are 
responsible for ensuring continuity in the assessment process. LEAs must ensure that when 
students transfer from one district to another in the same academic year, assessments are 
coordinated with the student’s prior and subsequent schools to ensure prompt completion of the 
student’s full assessment.25 

 
Upon completion of the assessment, the assessors shall prepare written reports of the 
assessment results, including: 
 

 Whether the pupil may need special education and related services and the basis for that 
determination 
 

 Relevant behavior noted during observation of the pupil 
 

 The relationship between the behavior and the pupil’s academic and social functioning 
 

 Educationally relevant health and development and medical findings, if any 
 

 For students with learning disabilities, any discrepancy between ability and achievement 
that cannot be corrected without special education and related services 
 

 A determination of the effects of environmental, cultural, or economic disadvantage 
 

 The need for specialized services, materials, and equipment for low incidence disabled 
students 26 

 
A copy of the assessment report and supporting documentation shall be given to the parent.27  
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Reassessment 
 
The LEA shall ensure that a reassessment of the child is completed if: 
 

 The LEA determines that the child’s need for special education or related services, 
including academic achievement and functional performance need reassessment; or,  
 

 The parent or teacher requests a reassessment.28 
 
The reassessment shall occur not more than once a year, and at least once every three years, 
unless the parent and LEA agree otherwise.29 As with the initial assessment, when reassessing 
the student, the IEP team must: 
 

 Review existing assessment data on the child, including: assessments provided by 
parents, classroom-based assessments and observations, and observations by teachers 
and related services providers.30 
 

 Identify what additional data are needed to determine: whether the child continues to 
have a disability, present levels of performance, child’s need for special education and 
related services, and whether changes or additions to the child’s special education and 
related services are needed.31 The LEA is to administer the assessments that obtain the 
additional data.32 

 
The timing for reassessment for each student should be carefully considered, and annual 
assessments may be appropriate for some students, particularly those students receiving 
intensive levels of services or those with rapidly changing needs. Given the possibility that 
students may present new disabilities or require new supports as they develop, regular 
reassessment is an important consideration. In cases in which the IEP team determines that no 
additional data are needed to determine that the child is still a student with disabilities and that 
current services are appropriate, the LEA shall notify the parents that no new assessment is 
planned and why, and that the parents can request a new assessment. In such a case, unless 
the parents request a new assessment, the LEA is not required to reassess the student.33 
 
The LEA shall assess a student with disabilities before determining that the student is no longer 
a student with disabilities, unless the student graduates with a regular diploma or exceeds the 
age of eligibility for special education and related services.34 When a student becomes ineligible 
due to graduation or age, a public agency must provide the student with a summary of the 
student’s academic achievement and functional performance, including how to assist the 
student in meeting the student’s postsecondary goals.35 More information on student summaries 
of academic achievement and functional performance is available in Enclosure A – Resources. 
 
 
DETERMINING APPROPRIATE SERVICES FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
 
Upon completion of the assessment, the determination of whether the child is a student with 
disabilities shall be made by a team of qualified professionals and the parent, and not based on 
the child’s lack of appropriate instruction or limited English proficiency.36 Determination of need 
does not require considering whether there is a discrepancy between achievement and 
intellectual ability.37 Determination of need may include a process that determines if the child 
responds to scientific, research-based intervention as part of the assessment procedures.38 A 
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student qualifies as an individual with special needs if assessment results determine that the 
degree of impairment requires special education services, based on the IEP team’s analysis of 
assessment results. The IEP team is to take into account all relevant data and not base the 
decision on a sole criterion.39 When determining eligibility and educational need, each public 
agency must: 
 

 Draw upon several sources, including aptitude and achievement tests, parent input, 
teacher recommendations, and information on the child’s physical condition, 
social/cultural background, and adaptive behavior; and, 
 

 Ensure that information from all of these sources is considered and documented.40 
 

If a determination is made that the child has a disability and needs special education and related 
services, an IEP must be developed for the child.41  
 
Recent changes to state law potentially simplify the assessment process in some ways, given 
that LEAs are not required to refer a student to a mental health agency if the student is 
suspected to have social or emotional needs. The LEA now has oversight of the entire 
assessment process, including any social or emotional components. However, the requirement 
to assess a student in all areas of suspected disability remains in place. Generally, the LEA is 
responsible to ensure that: 
 

1. Each student potentially needing special education and related services is identified and 
assessed to determine eligibility for special education and related services. 42 
 

2. Based on the type and level of the student’s disabilities, the LEA, through the IEP team, 
identifies what the student needs in order to achieve access to a free and appropriate 
public education. 43 
 

3. Based on the individual student’s needs, the LEA, through the IEP team, develops a 
specific plan for the provision of the services the student requires, including the 
frequency, duration, and location in which each service will be provided, and documents 
that plan for service provision in the student’s IEP.44 
 

In the case of a pupil whose behavior impedes his or her learning or that of others, the IEP team 
must consider the use of positive behavior interventions and supports and other strategies to 
address that behavior.45 If the IEP team finds that the instructional/behavioral approaches 
specified in the student’s IEP have been ineffective, a Functional Analysis Assessment (FAA) of 
behavior shall be conducted.46 The FAA is conducted by, or is conducted under the supervision 
of, a person who has documented training in behavior analysis with an emphasis on positive 
behavioral interventions. FAA information shall come from three sources:  
 

 Direct observation 
 

 Interviews with significant others 
 

 Review of available data 47  
 

The FAA procedure shall include observation of the occurrence of the targeted behavior to 
determine frequency, duration, intensity, antecedent events, consequences to determine the 
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function the behavior serves, settings in which the behavior most frequently occurs, a review of 
records of health and medical factors that may influence behavior, and history of the behavior, 
including effectiveness of prior interventions.48 The FAA shall result in a written report that 
includes a description of the behavior, including the observation elements described above, and 
of alternative behaviors, and recommendations to the IEP team, which may include a behavioral 
intervention plan (BIP).49 The IEP team meets to consider the FAA results and develop the BIP, 
if necessary.50 A BIP is developed when a student exhibits a serious behavior problem that 
significantly interferes with the implementation of the goals and objectives in her or his IEP.51 
For these purposes, a serious behavior problem is one that is self-injurious, assaultive, causes 
serious property damage, or another severe behavior problem that is pervasive and 
maladaptive and for which instructional/behavioral approaches specified in the student’s IEP are 
found to be ineffective.52 
 
 
ASSESSMENT INSTRUMENTS AND MATERIALS 
 
The LEA shall ensure that all assessment materials are: 

 

 Free from racial or cultural bias 
 

 Not discriminatory, and provided in the student’s native language or communication 
mode, “unless it is clearly not feasible to do so” 
 

 Administered in the language and form most likely to yield an accurate result (to 
measure actual aptitude, not to measure a communication impairment) 
 

 Used for purposes for which they are deemed valid and reliable 
 

 Administered by trained and knowledgeable personnel 
 

 Administered according to the instructions provided by the producer 

 Able to assess the child in all areas of the suspected disability, including, if appropriate, 
health and development, vision, hearing, motor abilities, language function, general 
intelligence, academic performance, communicative status, self-help, orientation and 
mobility skills, career and vocational abilities and interests, and social and emotional 
status 
 

 Not using a single measure or assessment as the sole criterion for determining whether 
the student is a student with disabilities or to determine the appropriate educational 
program for the student 

 In the case of a child transferring LEAs during the school year, coordinated between the 
old and new LEA to ensure prompt completion 
 

 Tailored to address specific areas of educational need, not merely an intelligence 
quotient (IQ) score 
 

 Sufficiently comprehensive to identify all of the student’s needs, including those not 
commonly linked to the student’s disability category 53 
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A test of a student to determine best instructional strategies for the student is not an assessment 
for eligibility for special education and related services.54  
 
 
PERSONNEL 
 
The LEA responsible for assessing a student is also responsible for ensuring that all 
assessments are conducted by appropriately qualified and licensed staff. Pursuant to state law, 
the LEA shall ensure that all assessment materials are administered by trained and 
knowledgeable personnel, as determined by the LEA, and in accordance with the instructions 
provided by the producer of the assessments.55 Assessments shall be administered by qualified 
persons competent in the student’s primary language or communication mode (including sign 
language) who have an understanding of the cultural and ethnic background of the student.56 
Specific requirements apply based on the type of assessment being conducted, as described 
below. 
 
Individual assessments of intellectual or emotional functioning shall be administered by a 
credentialed school psychologist.57 Psychological assessments shall be conducted by a 
credentialed school psychologist who is trained and prepared to assess cultural and ethnic factors 
appropriate to the pupil being assessed.58 If school psychologists are not available to conduct a 
psychological functioning assessment: 
 

 School districts and special education local plan areas (SELPAs) shall ensure that school 
psychologists are available 
 

 If school psychologists are temporarily unavailable, a LEA may contract with qualified 
personnel to conduct psychological assessments. Qualified personnel are educational 
psychologists licensed by the Board of Behavioral Science Examiners. 

 LEA efforts to employ school psychologists shall be documented.59 
 
The requirement that the assessments identified above must be conducted by a credentialed 
school psychologist does not preclude an LEA from conducting or obtaining additional 
assessments by appropriately qualified and licensed individuals.60 LEAs are expected to ensure 
that all individuals conducting assessments meet federal and state certification, licensing, 
registration or other comparable requirements which apply to the area in which they are 
conducting assessments. 
 
Also, LEAs intending to bill Medi-Cal for the provision of related services are advised to review 
Medi-Cal requirements for diagnosis and determination of needs to ensure that the LEA’s 
assessment process conforms to those requirements. Services must meet Medi-Cal requirements 
to qualify for reimbursement. The following link on the Department of Health Care Services Web 
site provides information on the Medi-Cal program: http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/medi-
cal/Pages/default.aspx . 
 
Health assessments shall be conducted by a credentialed school nurse or physician who is 
trained and prepared to assess cultural and ethnic factors appropriate to the pupil being 
assessed.61 
 
Students who fail a threshold hearing test shall be assessed by a licensed audiologist, and this 
assessment shall be part of the assessment plan.62 
 

http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/medi-cal/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/medi-cal/Pages/default.aspx
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A holder of a language, speech, and hearing (LSH) credential may provide referral and 
assessment of students suspected of having LSH disorder, among other services.63 
 
An assessment of and provision for services for visually impaired students may be conducted by 
an eye specialist who has appropriate training and tools.64 An “eye specialist” is a licensed 
optometrist, ophthalmologist, or other licensed physician or surgeon who has training in low 
vision disabilities.65 School nurses and other qualified LEA employees may also conduct vision 
testing.66 More information on vision testing is available Enclosure A – Resources.  
 
Assessment of students with a suspected low incidence disability shall be conducted by persons 
knowledgeable of that disability. Special attention shall be given to the special needs of such 
students, including required special services, materials, and equipment.67 
 
 
TIMELINES 
 
LEAs are responsible for ensuring that the assessment process is completed within specified 
statutory timelines, as described below. Once a student is referred for a special education 
assessment, the timeline begins. Pursuant to state regulations, referrals for special education 
and related services shall initiate the assessment process and be documented. Documentation 
requirements for the referral shall not delay timelines for completing the assessment plan and 
the assessment.68  
 
The assessment must take place within 60 days of receiving parental consent, unless the child 
enrolls after the timeline has begun and the LEA is making sufficient progress on the 
assessment, or the parent does not make the child available for assessment.69 
 
Parents shall be given a written proposed assessment plan within 15 days of the referral for 
assessment unless the parent agrees in writing to an extension. In any event, the assessment 
plan shall be developed within 10 days of the start of the next school year for any pupil for whom 
a referral has been made within 10 days of the end of the regular school year. In the case of a 
school vacation, the 15-day timeline shall recommence on the day that the student’s regular 
school days reconvene. A copy of the notice of parent’s rights shall be attached to the 
assessment plan. A written notice of parents’ rights and procedural safeguards shall be included 
in the notice of parent’s rights, including procedures for requesting an informal meeting, 
prehearing mediation conference, or due process hearing, including the timelines for completing 
each process, options available, and potential participants.70  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Original signed by Fred Balcom. Hard copy of the signed document is available by contacting the 
Special Education Division's Director's Office at 916-445-4602. 
 
Fred Balcom, Director 
Special Education Division 
 
 
FB:ja 
Enclosure A – Resources  
Enclosure B – Notes 



California Department of Education  Enclosure B 
Special Education Division  
  

28 

 

 
RESOURCES 
 
The following resources provide information and material related to the subjects discussed in this 
guidance. The CDE provides this information as a service to assist LEAs in meeting legal 
requirements for assessment of students with disabilities, but does not specifically endorse any 
non-CDE resources and cannot confirm the accuracy of all information accessible on the links 
below.  
 
 
Child Find 
 
IDEA Child Find Project: http://www.childfindidea.org/ (U.S. Office of Special Education Programs) 
 
CDE Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPA) page: http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/as/caselpas.asp  
 
 
Assessment Instruments and Materials 
 
Special Education Assessment Procedures, Riverside County Special Education Local Plan Area: 
http://rcselpa.org/docs/policies/Section%20III%20Evaluations/III.a%20Special%20Education%20
Assessment%20Procedures.pdf  
 
Special Education Policies and Procedures Manual, Los Angeles Unified School District: 
http://sped.lausd.net/sepg2s/pdf/guides/ppm_6_21_05.pdf  
 
Mental Health Status Examination, Desert Mountain Special Education Local Plan Area (Schertell): 
ftp://ftp.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ds/DesertMountainAssessment/AB%203632%20Mental%20Status%20Ex
am.doc  
 
Residential Assessment: Desert Mountain Special Education Local Plan Area (Schertell): 
ftp://ftp.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ds/DesertMountainAssessment/AB%203632%20Residential%20Assessm
ent.doc  
 
Outpatient Assessment: Desert Mountain Special Education Local Plan Area (Schertell): 
ftp://ftp.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ds/DesertMountainAssessment/AB%203632%20Outpatient%20Assessme
nt.doc  
 
 
 
Assessment Instruments and Materials (continued) 
 
Assessment Addendum: Fire Setting: Desert Mountain Special Education Local Plan Area 
(Schertell): 
ftp://ftp.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ds/DesertMountainAssessment/AB%203632%20Assessment%20Addend
um%20-%20Fire%20Setting.doc  
 
Assessment Addendum: Assaultive Behavior: Desert Mountain Special Education Local Plan Area 
(Schertell): 
ftp://ftp.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ds/DesertMountainAssessment/AB%203632%20Assessment%20Addend
um%20-%20Assaultive%20Bx.doc  
 

http://www.childfindidea.org/
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/as/caselpas.asp
http://rcselpa.org/docs/policies/Section%20III%20Evaluations/III.a%20Special%20Education%20Assessment%20Procedures.pdf
http://rcselpa.org/docs/policies/Section%20III%20Evaluations/III.a%20Special%20Education%20Assessment%20Procedures.pdf
http://sped.lausd.net/sepg2s/pdf/guides/ppm_6_21_05.pdf
ftp://ftp.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ds/DesertMountainAssessment/AB 3632 Mental Status Exam.doc
ftp://ftp.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ds/DesertMountainAssessment/AB 3632 Mental Status Exam.doc
ftp://ftp.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ds/DesertMountainAssessment/AB 3632 Residential Assessment.doc
ftp://ftp.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ds/DesertMountainAssessment/AB 3632 Residential Assessment.doc
ftp://ftp.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ds/DesertMountainAssessment/AB 3632 Outpatient Assessment.doc
ftp://ftp.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ds/DesertMountainAssessment/AB 3632 Outpatient Assessment.doc
ftp://ftp.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ds/DesertMountainAssessment/AB 3632 Assessment Addendum - Fire Setting.doc
ftp://ftp.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ds/DesertMountainAssessment/AB 3632 Assessment Addendum - Fire Setting.doc
ftp://ftp.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ds/DesertMountainAssessment/AB 3632 Assessment Addendum - Assaultive Bx.doc
ftp://ftp.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ds/DesertMountainAssessment/AB 3632 Assessment Addendum - Assaultive Bx.doc
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Assessment, Identification, and Educational Planning for Students with Emotional Disturbance, 
Riverside County SELPA: 
http://rcselpa.org/docs/policies/Section%20III%20Evaluations/III.m%20Assessment,%20Identificatio
n%20and%20Educational%20Planning%20for%20Students%20with%20Emotional%20Disturbance
.pdf  
 
Guidelines for Assessing African American Students, Riverside County SELPA: 
http://rcselpa.org/docs/policies/Section%20III%20Evaluations/III.h%20Guidelines%20for%20Assess
ing%20African-American%20Students.pdf  
 
Presentations with elements concerning assessment presented to the AB 114 Transition Work 
Group: http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/ab114twg.asp (See AB 114TWG Meetings) 
 

 Assessment and Service Determinations, Lyn Farr and Michael Schertell, 10/20/11 

 Residential Care Assessment, L. Farr, Doug Johnson, and M. Schertell, 9/14/11 
 
 
Assessment Plans 
 
Developing a Special Education Assessment Plan, Special Education Policies and Procedures 
Manual, Los Angeles Unified School District (Part II, Chapter 2, pp. 31–34): 
http://sped.lausd.net/sepg2s/pdf/guides/ppm_6_21_05.pdf  
 
Sample Special Education Assessment Plan form (Desert Mountain SELPA): 
http://dmselpa.org/forms/selpa/pdf/DM66.pdf  
 
 
State Special Schools Contact Information 
 
California School for the Blind: http://www.csb-cde.ca.gov/  
 
California School for the Deaf, Riverside: http://www.csdr-cde.ca.gov/%20  
 
California School for the Deaf, Fremont: http://www.csdf.k12.ca.us/  
 
California Diagnostic Centers: http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ss/dc/  
 
 
Parental Consent 
 
CDE Parents’ Rights Overview (Procedural Safeguards): 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/qa/pssummary.asp  
 
Parents’ Rights to Revoke Consent (CDE Letter):  http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/lr/om010609.asp  
 
Sample Assessment Parental Consent Form, Los Angeles Unified School District: 
http://notebook.lausd.net/pls/ptl/docs/PAGE/CA_LAUSD/FLDR_ORGANIZATIONS/FLDR_PLCY_R
ES_DEV/PAR_DIVISION_MAIN/SISB/IEP_SUPPORT/ASSESSMENTPLAN.PDF  
 
Sample Student Summary of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance Form, Santa 
Clara County: http://www.sccoe.k12.ca.us/depts/selpa/docs/17A_IEP_Transition_Summary.pdf  
 

http://rcselpa.org/docs/policies/Section%20III%20Evaluations/III.m%20Assessment,%20Identification%20and%20Educational%20Planning%20for%20Students%20with%20Emotional%20Disturbance.pdf
http://rcselpa.org/docs/policies/Section%20III%20Evaluations/III.m%20Assessment,%20Identification%20and%20Educational%20Planning%20for%20Students%20with%20Emotional%20Disturbance.pdf
http://rcselpa.org/docs/policies/Section%20III%20Evaluations/III.m%20Assessment,%20Identification%20and%20Educational%20Planning%20for%20Students%20with%20Emotional%20Disturbance.pdf
http://rcselpa.org/docs/policies/Section%20III%20Evaluations/III.h%20Guidelines%20for%20Assessing%20African-American%20Students.pdf
http://rcselpa.org/docs/policies/Section%20III%20Evaluations/III.h%20Guidelines%20for%20Assessing%20African-American%20Students.pdf
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/ab114twg.asp
http://sped.lausd.net/sepg2s/pdf/guides/ppm_6_21_05.pdf
http://dmselpa.org/forms/selpa/pdf/DM66.pdf
http://www.csb-cde.ca.gov/
http://www.csdr-cde.ca.gov/
http://www.csdf.k12.ca.us/
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ss/dc/
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/qa/pssummary.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/lr/om010609.asp
http://notebook.lausd.net/pls/ptl/docs/PAGE/CA_LAUSD/FLDR_ORGANIZATIONS/FLDR_PLCY_RES_DEV/PAR_DIVISION_MAIN/SISB/IEP_SUPPORT/ASSESSMENTPLAN.PDF
http://notebook.lausd.net/pls/ptl/docs/PAGE/CA_LAUSD/FLDR_ORGANIZATIONS/FLDR_PLCY_RES_DEV/PAR_DIVISION_MAIN/SISB/IEP_SUPPORT/ASSESSMENTPLAN.PDF
http://www.sccoe.k12.ca.us/depts/selpa/docs/17A_IEP_Transition_Summary.pdf
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Vision Testing 
 
A Guide for Vision Testing in California Schools, California Department of Education, 2005: 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/documents/visionreport.pdf  

 
 
 

Notes 
 
20 USC: Title 20, United States Code (federal education statutes)   
34 CFR: Title 34, Code of Federal Regulations (federal education regulations) 
 
EC: California Education Code (California state education statutes) 
BPC: California Business and Professions Code (California state statutes) 
 
CCR: California Code of Regulations (California state regulations) 
 5 CCR–Title 5: Education 

9 CCR–Title 9: Rehabilitative and Developmental Services  
 
Federal law uses the terms “evaluate” and “evaluation” when referring to the process to which 
California law refers as “assess” and “”assessment”. This guidance document uses the term 
“assessment” when reviewing both federal and state law to avoid confusion. 
___________________________ 

 
 20 USC § 1412(a)(3) 
 
 20 USC § 1414(a)(1)(B) 
 
 5 CCR § 3021.1 
 
 EC § 56320 
 
 20 USC § 1414(b) 
 
 EC § 5620(b)(3) 
 
 EC § 56321(b)(4) 
 
 5 CCR § 3022 
 
 EC § 56344 
 
 20 USC § 1414(b)(4)(B) 
 
 34 CFR § 300.502; EC 56329 
 
 EC § 56329(d) 
 
 34 CFR § 300.305(a)(1) 
 
 34 CFR § 300.305(b) 
 
 34 CFR § 300.305(a)(2) 
 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/documents/visionreport.pdf
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 34 CFR § 300.305(c) 
 
 EC § 56326 
 
 5 CCR § 3025(a) 
 
 EC § 56321(c)  

 
 EC § 56321(g) 
 
 EC § 56321(c) 
 
 EC § 56321(c)(2),(4) 
 
 EC § 56321(d) 
 
 20 USC § 1414(a)(1)(D);EC 56321(e) 
 
 20 USC § 1414(b)(3)(D); EC 56320(i) 
 
 EC § 56327 
 

 20 USC § 1414(b)(4)(B) 
 

 20 USC § 1414(a)(2)(A) 
 

 20 USC §1414(a)(2)(B) 
 

 34 CFR § 300.305(a)(1) 
 
 34 CFR § 300.305(a)(2) 
 
 34 CFR § 300.305(c) 
 

 20 USC § 1414(c)(4) 
 

 20 USC § 1414(c)(5) 
 

 20 USC § 1414(c)(5)(B)(ii) 
 

 20 USC § 1414(b)(4-5) 
 

 20 USC § 1414(b)(6)(A) 
 

 20 USC § 1414(b)(6)(B) 
 

 5 CCR § 3030 
 

 34 CFR § 300.306(c) 
 

 34 CFR § 300.306(c)(2) 
 

 20 USC § 1412(a)(3)  
 

 20 USC § 1401(9)  
 

 EC § 56345 
 

 20 USC § 1414(d)(3)(B)(i); EC § 56341.1(b)(1) 
 

 5 CCR § 3052(b) 
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Notes (continued)  
 
 5 CCR § 3052(b) 
 

 5 CCR § 3052(b)(1) 
 

 5 CCR § 3052(b)(2) 
 

 5 CCR § 3052(c) 
 

 5 CCR § 3001(g) 
 
 5 CCR § 3001(ab) 
 

 20 USC § 1414(b)(3); EC § 56320 
 

 EC § 56321(f) 
 

 EC § 56320(b)(3) 
 

 5 CCR § 3023 
 

 EC § 6320(b)(3) 
 

 EC § 56324(a) 
 

 5 CCR § 3029 
 
 5 CCR § 3001(z); 5 CCR § 3023(a); 5 CCR § 3065 
 

 EC § 56324(b) 
 

 5 CCR § 3028 
 

 5 CCR § 3051.1 
 

 5 CCR § 3051.7(b) 
 

 5 CCR § 3051.7(d) 
 

 5 CCR § 591 
 

 EC § 56320(g) 
 

 5 CCR § 3021 
 

 20 USC § 1414(a)(1)(C) 
 

 EC § 56321(a)



   Attachment A 

33 

 

Assembly Bill 114: Providing Coordinated Intensive Services Through an Individual with Disabilities Education 

Act Complaint Individualized Education Program (July 26, 2012) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

July 26, 2012 
 

 
Dear County and District Superintendents, Special Education Local Plan Area Directors, Special 

Education Administrators of County Offices of Education, Charter School Administrators, 
Principals, and Nonpublic School Directors: 

 
ASSEMBLY BILL 114: PROVIDING COORDINATED INTENSIVE SERVICES THROUGH AN 

INDIVIDUAL WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION ACT COMPLIANT INDIVIDUALIZED 
EDUCATION PROGRAM 

 
On June 30, 2011, Assembly Bill 114, Chapter 43, Statutes of 2011, was signed into law. Under 
AB 114, several sections of Chapter 26.5 of the California Government Code (GC) were 
amended or rendered inoperative, ending the state mandate on county mental health agencies 
to provide mental health services to students with disabilities. With the passage of AB 114, it is 
clear that local educational agencies (LEAs) are now solely responsible for ensuring that 
students with disabilities receive special education and related services, including some 
services previously arranged for or provided by county mental health agencies. As LEAs 
arrange for the provision of related services, clarification has been requested concerning 
options through which LEAs may provide a set of coordinated services that support student 
needs in the least restrictive environment (LRE). 
 
Under Chapter 26.5 of the California GC, a number of students with individualized education 
programs (IEPs) received “Wraparound” services. The purpose of these services was to provide 
support to students and families in the home and/or in school to reduce or eliminate the need for 
residential placement (for a brief description of the California Wraparound [CW] process 
stipulated in the Welfare and Institutions Codes (WIC) 18250–18258, see attachment “A” to this 
letter). The purpose of this letter is to address the provision of related services under the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). LEAs could consider whether CW services, or 
an alternative system of coordinated services, provided through an IDEA compliant IEP, can 
provide for a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) in the LRE.  
 
Specific scenarios are discussed below; however, it must be emphasized that a blanket 
restriction on any particular service would be contradictory to the IDEA. The IEP Team must 
develop the IEP based on the student’s unique needs and include supportive related services 
that are necessary to assist the student to benefit from special education. Therefore, the IEP 
Team decision about a specific student’s eligibility for related services under the IDEA must 



July 26, 2012 

34 

 

remain the most critical factor. For students who received CW services through an AB 3632-
developed IEP, the LEA could, if appropriate: 
 

 Design an IDEA-compliant IEP containing a comparable array of coordinated services 
provided by the LEA, or 
 

 Choose to continue to contract with a county-based1 CW provider 
 
For students who did not previously receive CW services through an AB 3632- developed IEP, 
the LEA could, if appropriate: 
 

 Provide coordinated services developed by the IEP Team though an IDEA-compliant 
IEP to serve the student in the LRE, or 
 

 Choose to contract with a county-based CW provider to serve the student in the LRE 
 

 
Structure of this Document 
 
The circumstances above are addressed by the following sections of this document: 
 

 General Considerations (page 3); provides citations to relevant sections of IDEA and 
WIC. 
 

 Contracting with a County-Based California Wraparound Provider (page 4); provides 
considerations for LEAs electing to contract with Wraparound providers. 
 

 Transition to an IDEA-compliant IEP containing a comparable array of CW type services 
to be provided by the LEA (page 4); provides guidance and considerations for LEAs 
electing to provide coordinated services through an IDEA compliant IEP. 
 

 Least Restrictive Environment and Consideration of Residential Placement (page 6); 
considerations for providing LRE through IEP coordinated services, or through CW 
services. 
 

 Enclosure A: Brief Description of the California Wraparound Process provides a 
description of the CW process as defined in statute. 
 

 Enclosure B: Support Responsibility During California Wraparound Implementation; 
chart providing types of supports, and parties responsible for providing supports, 
typically included in a CW Plan. 
 

 Enclosure C: Serving Students in the Least Restrictive Environment; a narrative and 
visual description of the CW process and how a similar set of coordinated services could 
be addressed through an IDEA compliant IEP. 
 

 

                                                 
1 In this context, county-based Wraparound provider refers to a provider having an existing contractual 
relationship with a county. 
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General Considerations 
 

 Residential Placement. If an LEA determines that a student with a disability cannot 
receive a FAPE from the programs and services that the LEA operates, and a placement 
in a public or private residential program is necessary to provide special education and 
related services, the residential program must be at no cost to the parents (Title 34, 
Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] Section 300.104). 
 

 California Wraparound is not a single service or placement. It is a process leading 
to the provision of services that are highly coordinated and delivered in a variety of 
settings, typically in the student’s home, school, and community as an alternative to 
residential placement (WIC 18250–18258). 
 

 The IDEA requires that each related service be listed separately in the IEP including 
the beginning date of each service, the anticipated frequency, location, and duration of 
each service (34 CFR Section 300.320[a][7]). 

 

 The 2004 revision of the IDEA provides increased flexibility in the annual IEP 
planning process. The IDEA permits the parent and the LEA to make changes to the 
annual IEP through a written document to amend or modify the student’s current 
(annual) IEP, without convening a full IEP Team meeting (34 CFR Section 
300.324[a][4]). The LEA must ensure that the full IEP Team is informed of the changes 
and that the written document is considered an amendment to the annual IEP (34 CFR 
Section 300.324[a][6]). 
 

 The IDEA requires that a reevaluation is conducted if the LEA determines that a 
change in educational or related services needs is warranted (34 CFR Section 
300.303[a][1]). 

 

 The IDEA requires that the IEP be reviewed and revised periodically, not less than 
annually (34 CFR Section 300.324[b]). The IEP needs to be revised, as appropriate, to 
address such things as any lack of progress toward annual goals  and in the general 
education curriculum, the results of any reevaluation, information provided by the 
parents, and any anticipated needs.  
 

 The IDEA does not require that the IEP specify the individual name of the provider 
of service. A change in provider can be made at the discretion of the LEA as long as the 
services continue to be provided as stipulated in the IEP. 

 
 
Contracting with a County-based California Wraparound Provider  
 
Students may have received CW services through AB 3632-developed IEPs from county level 
agencies in accordance with programs administered by the Department of Social Services as 
defined in WIC Section 18250–18258. 
  
To the extent that an LEA continues to contract for services from a county-based CW provider, 
students may continue to receive CW services. However, the IEP must list the individual 
services that are to be provided in accordance with 34 CFR Section 300.320(a)(7). This may be 
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a different approach for the provider than that used for the previous annual IEP prepared and 
documented under AB 3632.  
 
As a practical matter, the IEP Team should discuss the methods by which the services are 
reviewed and adjusted, as well as the methods that will be used to amend changes to the 
annual IEP.  
 
 
Transition to Individuals with Disabilities Education Act: Compliant Individualized 
Educational Program Containing a Comparable Array of California Wraparound Type 
Services to be Provided by the Local Educational Agency 
 
To start, the IEP Team needs to know what services were provided pursuant to the AB 3632-
based IEP. The IEP Team must begin by cataloging the specific mental health and other related 
services that were provided, along with the frequency, location, and duration of services, and 
determine if services are educationally related and required. 
In order to consider changes to the services in an IEP, the IEP Team should recognize that 
changes to services in an IEP are made in response to: 
 

  A reevaluation of the student’s needs  
 

 Circumstances such as any lack of progress toward annual goals and in the general 
education curriculum, the results of any reevaluation, information provided by the 
parents, and any anticipated needs 

 
 
As a result the IEP Team needs to review the original assessment information provided by 
county mental health agencies or their contractors, and determine if it is sufficient to support the 
continuation of the related services. If more or updated information is  needed, that information 
is to be gathered and used to plan an array of related services to meet updated annual goals.  
 
Before considering any change to services, LEAs will need to review the mental health and 
other related services received by an individual student and ascertain if the previous services 
were aligned to student needs and IEP goals identified through the assessment process. 
Generally, LEAs must:  
 

 Reassess the student to establish needs related to the disability and for involvement 
and progress in the general education curriculum. 
 

 Identify annual goals in the IEP, including academic and functional goals to support the 
student in accessing general education curriculum; and, 

 

 Provide related services to help the student attain the goals so that the IEP is 
reasonably calculated to arrive at educational benefit for the student. 

 
In cases where the LEA believes that for a FAPE to be offered, services need to be changed or 
are no longer required, they will need to:  
 

 Conduct a reassessment showing the need(s) associated with the disability 
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 Update goals to reflect the need(s) established in the assessment 
 

 Offer related services to support student progress on IEP goals so that the IEP is 
reasonably calculated to provide educational benefit to the student 

 
 
Least Restrictive Environment and Consideration of Residential Placement 
 
An IEP Team may need to consider residential placement when determining the most 
appropriate environment for the student to receive special education and related services. As 
stated in 34 CFR Section 300.104: 
  

If placement in a public or private residential program is necessary to provide 
special education and related services to a child with a disability, the 
program, including non-medical care and room and board, must be at no cost 
to the parents of the child.  

 
LEAs may consider whether a system of coordinated related services, or CW process and 
services, can provide for the student’s unique needs to provide a FAPE in the LRE by:  
 

 Providing coordinated services developed by IEP teams through an IDEA-compliant IEP; 
or 
 

 Contracting with a county-based Wraparound provider for Wraparound planning and 
services. 

 
For each of these alternatives please see IEP Team considerations listed earlier in this 
document. Both alternatives provide a similar result: a coordinated set of services addressing 
unique student needs allowing the student to access appropriate educational opportunities in 
the LRE. In all cases, the related services that a student receives while being served through an 
IEP, either containing coordinated services or through a county-provided CW process, should 
be clearly delineated in the IEP. 
 
If you have any questions about this subject, please contact Renzo Bernales, Education 
Programs Consultant, Special Education Division, by phone at 916-327-3637 or by e-mail at 
rbernales@cde.ca.gov. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fred Balcom, Director 
Special Education Division 
 
FB: rb 
 
Enclosures

mailto:rbernales@cde.ca.gov
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Brief Description of California Wraparound  Process 

Wraparound is a process that provides a means of coordinating and delivering mental 
health treatment and other services to youth with serious and complex needs.2 The 
process was initially developed in the 1980s as an alternative to residential placements 
while maintaining youth in their homes and community environments with coordinated 
intensive treatment and support resources. The process consists of a team of 
individuals who are relevant to the well-being of the youth, typically including family 
members, service providers, and placing agency representatives. This team develops 
an individualized plan of care, implements and monitors the plan, and evaluates 
success over time. In California, Wraparound was established in 1997 with Senate Bill 
163 (Chapter 795, Statutes of 1997) as a pilot.3 In 2001, legislation followed making the 
pilot permanent. The last legislative change was AB 1758, which added Welfare and 
Institutions Code (WIC) 18258 regarding Medi-Cal eligibility (Chapter 561, Statutes of 
2010).4  
 
California Wraparound (CW), as defined by Section 18250 (a) WIC, states that: 
 

. . . All counties be authorized to provide children with service alternatives to 
group home care through the development of expanded family-based services 
programs. These programs shall include individualized or Wraparound services 
where services are wrapped around a child living with his or her birth parent, 
relative, non-relative extended family member as defined in Section 362.7, 
adoptive parent, licensed or certified foster parent or guardian. The Wraparound 
services developed under this section shall build on the strengths of each eligible 
child and family and be tailored to address their unique and changing needs.  

 
CW services must include the following elements: 
 

 Funding for the purposes of developing family-based services 
 

 Enabling county access to all possible sources of federal funds to develop family 
based service alternatives 

 

 Encouraging collaboration between parents, county welfare departments, county 
mental health, special education local plan areas (SELPAs), school districts,  
 
 

                                                 
2 University of Washington Department of Psychiatry Web site at 
http://depts.washington.edu/pbhjp/projects/wraparound.php  
3 Hyperlink to AB 163: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/97-98/bill/sen/sb_0151-
0200/sb_163_bill_19971009_chaptered.pdf  
4 Hyperlink to AB 1758: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/ab_1751-
1800/ab_1758_bill_20100930_chaptered.pdf  

http://depts.washington.edu/pbhjp/projects/wraparound.php
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/97-98/bill/sen/sb_0151-0200/sb_163_bill_19971009_chaptered.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/97-98/bill/sen/sb_0151-0200/sb_163_bill_19971009_chaptered.pdf
file:///C:/Users/ldonaldson/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/jamick/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/3KJLEUX3/Hyperlink%20to%20AB%201758
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/ab_1751-1800/ab_1758_bill_20100930_chaptered.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/ab_1751-1800/ab_1758_bill_20100930_chaptered.pdf
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and private providers in service planning and provision 
 

 Ensuring local community participation in the development and implementation of 
CW by placing agencies and service providers  

 

 Preserving and using the service resources and expertise of nonprofit providers 
to develop family based and community-based service alternatives 

 
A CW plan reflects: 
 

 Family and youth access, voice, and choice in the planning process 
 

 Representation by individuals with a stake in the youth’s success 
 

 Identification of strengths and needs of the team 
 

 Individualized strategies that address needs while building on strengths and are 
reflective of cultural and other preferences 

 

 Development of sustainable natural and community supports 
 

 Measurable goals and outcomes 
 
 
Assessment Process used in California Wraparound Planning: 
 
Team (parent, youth, professionals, and others) identifies the desired outcome in 
measurable terms, needs and strengths, and develops the treatment plan. 
 
Services typically used in the plan include resources provided by professionals, 
community resources, and natural supports. The goal is to develop capacity within the 
child and family with the least ongoing professional involvement over time. These may 
include: 

 
1. Therapeutic Services: intensive psychotherapy sessions provided to the 

child and family typically in non-clinical, community settings such as the 
home, school, or community setting. 
 

2. Behavioral Specialist Consulting: a clinician trained in behavior strategies 
works with the family, school, and others to develop a behavioral 
modification plan specific to each child. 

 
3. Therapeutic Staff Support: one-on-one assistance to children and families 

while implementing the child’s individual treatment plan in the home, 
school, or community. 
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4. Psychological Evaluations: psychological testing services are utilized to 
create a comprehensive assessment of intellectual and personality 
functioning as an adjunct to treatment, or to assist in creating a differential 
diagnostic and treatment plan.  

 
Reevaluation and Reassessment: 
 
Team routinely monitors progress and changes the treatment plan as needed 
(frequently at first, less often as services transition to closure). 
 
Please see accompanying chart (Enclosure B) for a typical menu of service options 
found in a Wraparound plan. 
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Typical Support Responsibility During California Wraparound Implementation 

Types of Support Parent/ 
Caregiver 

Extended 
Family/ 
Friends 

Community  
Resources 

Referral 
Agency/LEA 

Specialized 
Services 
(not wrap) 

Wraparound  
Providers 

Wraparound  
planning/facilitation 

  
        

 

Natural support  
mobilization 

  
      

 

Tangible resources    **     

Service coordination/ 
brokerage 

      
 

  
 

Direct 1:1  
emotional support 

   
  

  

Direct 1:1 coaching        

Intensive  
behavioral support 

          
 

Financial support         

Counseling/ 
therapy/treatment 

    
    

Medical-general            

Medical-psychiatry           

Respite         

24-hour  
on-call intervention 

    
 

  
  

 
 
 

         Lead responsibility                Shared responsibility 

 

         Backup responsibility* 

_____________ 

*Backup responsibility means providing resources to meet an emergent need until sustainable resources can be developed 

and put in place.  

** Tangible resources will be available when community resources have access to flexible funding. 
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Serving Students in the Least Restrictive Environment 

The wraparound planning process was initially developed in the 1980s as an alternative 
to residential placements for youth, supporting their ability to remain in their home and 
community environments through coordinated intensive treatment and support 
resources. The process entails the development of a team of individuals who are 
relevant to the well-being of the youth, typically including family members, service 
providers, and placing agency representatives. This team develops an individualized 
plan of care, implements and monitors the plan, and evaluates progress over time.  
 
In California, Wraparound was established in 1997 with Senate Bill 163 (Chapter 795, 
Statutes of 1997; Welfare and Institution Codes [WIC] 18250–18258) as a pilot 
program.5 Subsequent legislation made the pilot program permanent, most recently 
Assembly Bill 1758 (Chapter 561, Statutes of 2010).6 Currently the program is 
administered by the California Department of Social Services (CDSS) which defines 
California Wraparound (CW) as:  

 
Community-based intervention services that emphasize the 
strengths of the child and family and include the delivery of 
coordinated, highly individualized services to address needs and 
achieve positive outcomes in their lives. 
 

Statute also established that CW allowed: 

 . . . All counties (to) be authorized to provide children with service 
alternatives to group home care through the development of 
expanded family-based services programs. These programs shall 
include individualized or wraparound services where services are 
wrapped around a child living with his or her birth parent, relative, 
nonrelative extended family member as defined in Section 362.7, 
adoptive parent, licensed or certified foster parent or guardian. The 
Wraparound services developed under this section shall build on 
the strengths of each eligible child and family and be tailored to 
address their unique and changing needs.  
 

 
 
 
 

                                                 
5 Hyperlink to AB 163: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/97-98/bill/sen/sb_0151-    

0200/sb_163_bill_19971009_chaptered.pdf  
6 Hyperlink to AB1758: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/ab_1751-

1800/ab_1758_bill_20100930_chaptered.pdf  

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/97-98/bill/sen/sb_0151-%20%20%20%200200/sb_163_bill_19971009_chaptered.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/97-98/bill/sen/sb_0151-%20%20%20%200200/sb_163_bill_19971009_chaptered.pdf
file:///C:/Users/ldonaldson/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/jamick/AppData/Local/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Local%20Settings/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Local%20Settings/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/5S4ZJSR3/Hyperlink%20to%20AB1758
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/ab_1751-1800/ab_1758_bill_20100930_chaptered.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/ab_1751-1800/ab_1758_bill_20100930_chaptered.pdf
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CW is a planning process that envelops services around a student and his/her primary 
support system to address needs.7 
 

CW is not a single service or placement, rather it is planning for the provision of various 
services that are highly coordinated and delivered in a variety of settings; typically in the 
student’s home, school, and community.  
 
A student’s needs are addressed by the CW process or similar planning for coordinated 
services, and by integrating services from various sources into a single plan. Some 
services will likely be found among the array of services available from a local 
educational agency (LEA) for educational needs. Other services will likely be found in 
the continuum of treatment services provided by the Mental Health Services Plan 
(through county mental health agencies) or through community based organizational 
providers to address other needs. Additional services/supports are also available 
through natural and other community resources.8  
 

The Local Educational Agency Provides Related Services, But some may be 
Provided by County Mental Health-based Providers 

 

                                                 
7 According to CDSS, wraparound is a planning process building on the strengths of the student to improve family 

and child well-being. Please see the CDSS Web site at http://www.childsworld.ca.gov/PG1320.htm  
8  For a typical menu of services provided by a county run wraparound planning process, please see 

“Enclosure B” to this document. 

Student 

Caregivers: 

parents/guardians and 

extended family 

Professional Providers: mental health and 

other special needs practitioners 

Natural and Community Supports 

Student 

County Mental Health-based 

Services 

http://www.childsworld.ca.gov/PG1320.htm
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California Wraparound services are individualized services to address needs of youth 
and achieve positive outcomes in their lives. As defined in statutes, CW may only be 
provided through a county-based program administered by the California Department of 
Social Services. An IEP Team may incorporate a community based planning process to 
provide a similar level of related services when developing a student’s IEP goals and  
 

Student Needs 
A student’s 

educational needs 

may be met by 

drawing related 

services from a 

variety of 

practitioners with 

services delivered in 

the student’s school 

or home 

environment. 

Natural and Community Resources: Extended family, friends, spiritual 

or other community groups, etc. that includes adults and peers who 

support and care for the student and family. 

Special Education 

and 

Related Services: 

Related services are 

provided by the LEA 

from their array of 

services, which could 

include mental health 

services. 

Mental Health Plan 

Services: Specialty 

mental health 

services provided by 

County Mental 

Health agency 

(CMH) or CMH 

approved providers 

Related Services 

Commonly 

Provided to Meet 

Mental Health 

needs: 

 

- Individual 

counseling 

- Family 

counseling 

- Behavior 

Intervention Plan 

Group Home 

Placement 

Wraparound 

Planning: 

Intensive care 

coordination, 

intensive 

home-based 

services 

California Wraparound 

Services 

LEA-based Services 

Coordinated 

Services 

Less-

Common 

Services 

Group Home 

Placement 
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services.9 Both the IEP planning process and CW share the concept that assessments 
lead to the identification of needs, addressed through provided services, which will 
require refinements as needed to produce effective student outcomes.10 

 
Shared Characteristics between the California Wraparound Process 

And the Individualized Education Plan Process 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The CW planning process includes: 

1. Assessment: engagement of student, family, and other team members to 
understand the student and family’s needs, strengths, and goals; provide 
stabilization as necessary. 
 

2. Plan development: plan is developed by the team to deliver services and 
interventions that meet the identified need(s) while building on or developing 
strengths. 
 

3. Plan Implementation: individualized Wraparound plan is implemented, including a 
safety plan for predictable crises. 
 

4. Evaluate/revise: plan is updated frequently as needed to meet targeted needs 
and goals based on the results of the interventions until success is  
achieved; students/families are transitioned to the use of natural resources and 
less intensive professional services as needed post Wraparound. 
 
 

This image provides an approach that may be used with an IDEA-compliant IEP to 
integrate services analogous to those provided through a WIC 18250–18258 CW plan. 

                                                 
9  As previously discussed, CW is not one service; therefore, if LEAs choose to utilize a similar approach     

they will need to list the individual services provided through the student’s IEP. 
10 Please refer to Enclosure A for information on the California Wraparound Planning Process. 

 

IEP Services 

Assessment Assessed Needs 

IEP Process 

Assessment Plan Development 

Evaluate/Revise  Plan Implementation 

CW Process (SB 163) 

Evaluate/

Revise 
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Many of the processes and services that were provided in CW would be included in the 
IEP process, including assessment, determination of student needs, provision of some 
services, and reevaluation (see items under “An IDEA-based IEP”). Some services that 
were provided under CW may be beyond the scope of an IDEA-based IEP, but could 
still be provided by other entities (see items under “Services Outside of the IEP”). 
Potentially, IEP-based services could be coordinated with non-IEP based services 
through a voluntary cooperative process between all service providers.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

An IDEA-Based IEP 

Assessments: to 

determine eligibility 

Services Outside of 

the IEP 

Provided by 

agencies other than 

education 
Assessed Student 

Needs: resulting from 

assessments 

Community 

providers 

Related Services: 
provided to support 

student goals allowing 

student to access 

curriculum.  

Other sources 

Reevaluation Process: 

amendment process 

allows IEP to be 

amended as often as 

needed based on 

student’s progress and 

the lessening of services 

due to progress made. 
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Some services that were provided in an AB 3632-developed IEP using CW (as defined 
in statutes) may be provided by an LEA through related services identified in a student’s 
IEP that is compliant with the IDEA. In some cases, services that were provided under a 
CW plan will not be provided through an IDEA-compliant IEP. These services may be 
adjunctive to the IEP and will be funded and provided separately from the LEA. 
Representatives of agencies or providers of non IEP services, though not required by 
the IDEA, may be members of the IEP Team, or may provide reports to be used by the 
IEP Team. Keeping in mind that a community based planning process is used to keep 
high need students in the community rather than a residential placement, the IEP team 
may consider meeting on a more frequent basis than the IDEA’s minimum required 
annual meeting. IEP Teams may use the IEP amendment process, as provided in the 
2004 reauthorization of the IDEA, to revise the student’s IEP goals and services. 
 
Under the IDEA structure of related service provision, there are options to provide a 
system of support to address student needs. California Wraparound, as defined by WIC 
18250–18258, continues to be an alternative option through approved county-based 
providers.  
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1 20 USC § 1412(a)(3) 
 
2 20 USC § 1414(a)(1)(B) 
 
 
4 EC § 56320 
 
5 20 USC § 1414(b) 
 
6 EC § 5620(b)(3) 
 
7 EC § 56321(b)(4) 
 
8 5 CCR § 3022 
 
9 EC § 56344 
 
10 20 USC § 1414(b)(4)(B) 
 
11 34 CFR § 300.502; EC 56329 
 
12 EC § 56329(d) 
 
13 34 CFR § 300.305(a)(1) 
 
14 34 CFR § 300.305(b) 
 
15 34 CFR § 300.305(a)(2) 
 
16 34 CFR § 300.305(c) 
 
17 EC § 56326 
 
18 5 CCR § 3025(a) 

Notes (continued) 
 
19 EC § 56321(c)  

 
20 EC § 56321(g) 
 
21 EC § 56321(c) 
 
22 EC § 56321(c)(2),(4) 
 
23 EC § 56321(d) 
 
24 20 USC § 1414(a)(1)(D);EC 56321(e) 
 
25 20 USC § 1414(b)(3)(D); EC 56320(i) 
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29 20 USC §1414(a)(2)(B) 
 
30 34 CFR § 300.305(a)(1) 
 
31 34 CFR § 300.305(a)(2) 
 
32 34 CFR § 300.305(c) 
 
33 20 USC § 1414(c)(4) 
 
34 20 USC § 1414(c)(5) 
 
35 20 USC § 1414(c)(5)(B)(ii) 
 
36 20 USC § 1414(b)(4-5) 
 
37 20 USC § 1414(b)(6)(A) 
 
38 20 USC § 1414(b)(6)(B) 
 
39 5 CCR § 3030 
 
40 34 CFR § 300.306(c) 
 
41 34 CFR § 300.306(c)(2) 
 
42 20 USC § 1412(a)(3)  
 
43 20 USC § 1401(9)  
 
44 EC § 56345 
 
45 20 USC § 1414(d)(3)(B)(i); EC § 56341.1(b)(1) 
 
46 5 CCR § 3052(b) 
 

Notes (continued)  
 
47 5 CCR § 3052(b) 
 
48 5 CCR § 3052(b)(1) 
 
49 5 CCR § 3052(b)(2) 
 
50 5 CCR § 3052(c) 
 
51 5 CCR § 3001(g) 
 
52 5 CCR § 3001(ab) 
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Licensure Requirements for Personnel Providing Related Services and Additional Personnel Requirements for 
Services to Qualify for Reimbursement Under the Local Educational Agency Medi-Cal Billing Option Program 

 

California state law provides an array of options for employing staff to provide related services. All staff are required to be 
appropriately licensed or otherwise qualified by law to provide the related services to which they are assigned. However, 
depending on the specific duties of their assignment, the context in which they work, and the means by which their services are 
funded, specific staff requirements may apply. This chart provides information to employers concerning licensure requirements 
and options for some of the related services identified in state and federal law, including licensure requirements for local 
educational agency (LEA) employees, and additional requirements which must be met in order for services to be reimbursable 
under the LEA Medi-Cal Billing Option Program. (Given differences in terminology and staffing options, the Medi-Cal Specialty 
Mental Health Services Waiver Program is addressed in other guidance documents.) This chart is only a guide. LEAs should 
review specific licensure authorizations to ensure that individuals are authorized to serve in their specific assignments. 
 

Service 
Licensure Requirements for LEA or 

Nonpublic Agency Employees 
Additional Staff Requirements for Reimbursement under the Medi-

Cal LEA Billing Option 

Counseling and 
Guidance – 

Includes educational 
counseling; career 
counseling; personal 
counseling; or 
counseling with 
parents and staff 
members on learning 
problems and 
guidance programs for 
students. See 
California Code of 
Regulations (CCR), 
Title 5, Section 
3065(f)(1) for the 
complete definition of 
this service. 

Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist 
(MFT) (or intern under appropriate 
supervision)1 

Marriage and Family Therapist: Must also have a Pupil Personnel 
Services (PPS) credential issued by the California Commission on 
Teacher Credentialing (CTC), or be certified as a nonpublic agency 
(NPA). 2,3,4  
 

MFT Intern: Not reimbursable. 

Licensed Clinical Social Worker (CSW)  
(or Associate CSW under appropriate 
supervision)1 

Must also have a PPS: Social work credential or health services 
credential issued by CTC, or be certified as an NPA. 3,4 

Licensed Educational Psychologist1 Must also have a PPS: School psychology credential issued by the 
CTC.3 

Licensed Psychologist1 Must also have a PPS: School psychology credential or health services 
credential issued by the CTC, or be certified as an NPA. 3,4 

PPS Credential in School Counseling or 
School Psychology2 

PPS School Counseling: Not reimbursable. 
PPS School Psychology: No additional requirements. 

                                            
1 Issued by the Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA): 800-952-5210, or http://www.dca.ca.gov (Outside Source).   
2 Issued by the Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC): 916-327-3166, or http://www.ctc.ca.gov (Outside Source). 
3 Required for reimbursement under the Local Educational Agency Medi-Cal Billing Option. 
4 For restrictions concerning services provided by NPAs, visit http://files.medi-cal.ca.gov/pubsdoco/publications/masters-mtp/part2/locedaprov_o09.doc  
 (Outside Source). 
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Service 
Licensure Requirements for LEA or 

Nonpublic Agency Employees 
Additional Staff Requirements for Reimbursement under the Medi-

Cal LEA Billing Option 

Health and 
Nursing Services* 

 

Managing the child’s 
health problems on 
the school site; 
consulting with 
pupils, parents, 
teachers, and other 
personnel; group and 
individual counseling 
with parents and 
pupils on health 
problems; 
communicating with 
health agencies. See 
CCR, Title 5, Section 
3065(i)(1) for the 
complete definition of 
this service.  

Licensed Registered Nurse1  Must also have a school nurse services credential issued by CTC, or be 
supervised by a registered credentialed school nurse.3 

Licensed Vocational Nurse (under 
supervision of a licensed registered 
nurse)1 

Must be directed by a licensed physician, registered credentialed school 
nurse, or certified public health nurse.3 

Credentialed School Nurse2  
 

Must also be licensed to practice by the California Board of Registered 
Nursing, and be trained in child abuse and neglect prevention.3  

Demonstrated competence to provide 
the service as described in Section 
3065(i)(2)(D), of Title 5, CCR 

Must be trained pursuant to Education Code (EC) Section 49423.5, and 
be supervised by a licensed physician, a registered credentialed school 
nurse, or a certified public health nurse. 3 

Certified Public Health Nurse1  
 

No additional requirements for services rendered pursuant to EC Section 
49423.5.  

Certified Nurse Practitioner1 
 

No additional requirements for services rendered pursuant to EC Section 
49423.5.  

Parent Counseling 
and Training – 

 
(See following page 
for the definition of 
this service.) 

Credential authorizing special education 
instruction2 

Not reimbursable. 

Credential authorizing health and 
nursing services2 
 

Must also be licensed to practice by the California Board of Registered 
Nursing, and be trained in child abuse and neglect prevention.3 

Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist 
(or intern under appropriate 
supervision)1 

MFT: Must also have a PPS credential issued by CTC.3   
MFT Intern: Not applicable 

* Most health and nursing services for the general student population must be provided by a Credentialed School Nurse, pursuant to EC Section 
49426. However, students with exceptional needs requiring specialized physical health care services may be assisted by the other qualified 
individuals listed above, as specified in EC Section 49423.5. 
_________________________________ 
 

1 Issued by the Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA): 800-952-5210, or http://www.dca.ca.gov (Outside Source).   
2 Issued by the Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC): 916-327-3166, or http://www.ctc.ca.gov (Outside Source). 
3 Required for reimbursement under the Local Educational Agency Medi-Cal Billing Option. 

http://www.dca.ca.gov/
http://www.ctc.ca.gov/
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Service Licensure Requirements for LEA or Nonpublic 
Agency Employees 

Additional Staff Requirements for Reimbursement 
under the Medi-Cal LEA Billing Option 

Parent Counseling 
and Training 
(continued) – 
 

Assisting parents in 
understanding the 
special needs of 
their child; providing 
parents with 
information about 
child development. 
CCR, Title 5, 
Section 3065(n)(1)  

Licensed Clinical Social Worker (or Associate CSW 
under appropriate supervision)1 

Must also have a PPS: Social work credential or health 
services credential issued by CTC.3 

Licensed Psychologist1 
 

Must also have a PPS: School psychology credential or 
health services credential issued by CTC.3  

Physician1 
 

Must be licensed to practice by the Medical Board of 
California. If half-time or more – must have health services 
credential issued by CTC.3 

Licensed Educational Psychologist1 Must also have a PPS: School psychology credential 
issued by CTC.3 

Pupil Personnel Services Credential in School 
Counseling or School Psychology2 

PPS: School Counseling: Not reimbursable. 
PPS: School Psychology: No additional requirements. 

Psychological 
Services –  
 

 See CCR, Title 5, 
Section 3065(p)(1) 
for the definition of 
this service.  

Licensed Educational Psychologist1 Must also have a PPS: School psychology credential or 
health services credential issued by CTC.3 

Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist1 Must also have a PPS credential issued by CTC.3 

Licensed Clinical Social Worker (or Associate CSW 
under appropriate supervision)1 

Must also have a PPS: Social work credential or health 
services credential issued by CTC.3 

Licensed Psychologist1 
 

Must also have a PPS: School psychology credential or 
health services credential issued by CTC.3 

Pupil Personnel Services Credential in School 
Psychology2 

No additional requirements. 

Social Worker 
Services – See 
CCR, Title 5, 
Section 3065(r)(1) 
for the definition of 
this service.  

Licensed Clinical Social Worker (or Associate CSW 
under appropriate supervision)1 

Must also have a PPS: Social work credential or health 
services credential issued by CTC.3 

Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist (or intern under 
appropriate supervision)2 

MFT: Must also have a PPS credential issued by CTC.3  
MFT Intern: Not applicable. 

Pupil Personnel Services Credential in School Social 
Work2 

No additional requirements. 

 

 This chart only includes some of the related services for which specific staff qualifications have been established. For a more complete list of 
related services definitions and requirements, see CCR Title 5, Section 3065, at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/npacertltrencl.doc. 

_________________________________ 
 

1 Issued by the Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA): 800-952-5210, or http://www.dca.ca.gov (Outside Source).   
2 Issued by the Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC): 916-327-3166, or http://www.ctc.ca.gov (Outside Source). 
3 Required for reimbursement under the Local Educational Agency Medi-Cal Billing Option. 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/documents/npacertltrencl.doc
http://www.dca.ca.gov/
http://www.ctc.ca.gov/
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5 CCR §3065: Staff Qualifications and Related Services 

 
To be eligible for certification to provide designated instruction and related 
services to individuals with exceptional needs, nonpublic schools and agencies 
shall meet the following requirements: 
 

(a)(1)  “Adapted physical education” means: 
 

(A) a modified general physical education program, or a specially 
designed physical education program in a special class; or  
 

(B) consultative services provided to pupils, parents, teachers, or 
other school personnel for the purpose of identifying 
supplementary aids and services or modifications necessary for 
successful participation in the general physical education 
program or specially designed physical education programs.  

 
(a)(2)  Adapted physical education shall be provided only by personnel 

who possess a credential issued by the California Commission on 
Teacher Credentialing that authorizes service in adapted physical 
education.  
 

(b)(1)  “Assistive technology service” means any service that directly 
assists an individual with exceptional needs in the selection or use 
of an assistive technology device that is educationally necessary. 
The term includes the evaluation of the needs of an individual with 
exceptional needs including a functional evaluation of the individual 
in the individual's customary environment; coordinating and using 
other therapies, interventions, or services with assistive technology 
devices, such as those associated with existing education 
programs and rehabilitation plans and programs; training or 
technical assistance for an individual with exceptional needs or, 
where appropriate, the family of an individual with exceptional 
needs or, if appropriate, that individual's family; and training or 
technical assistance for professionals (including individuals 
providing education and rehabilitation services), employers or other 
individuals who provide services to, employ, or are otherwise 
substantially involved in the major life functions of individuals with 
exceptional needs. 
 

(b)(2)  Assistive technology services shall be provided only by personnel 
who possess a:  

 
(A) license in Physical Therapy issued by a licensing agency within 

the Department of Consumer Affairs, where the utilization of 
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assistive technology services falls within the scope of practice of 
physical therapy as defined in Business and Professions Code 
section 2620 and implementing regulations; or  

 
(B) license in Occupational Therapy issued by a licensing agency  

within the Department of Consumer Affairs; or  
 

(C) license in Speech-Language Pathology issued by a licensing 
agency within the Department of Consumer Affairs or a valid 
document, issued by the California Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing, where the function of the assistive technology 
service is augmentative communication; or  

 
(D) baccalaureate degree in engineering with emphasis in assistive 

technology; or  
 
(E) baccalaureate degree in a related field of engineering with a 

graduate certificate in rehabilitation technology or assistive 
technology; or  

 
(F) certification from the Rehabilitation Engineering and Assistive 

Technology Society of North America and Assistive Technology 
Provider (RESNA/ATP); or  

 
(G) a certificate in assistive technology applications issued by a         

regionally accredited post-secondary institution; or  
 
(H) a credential that authorizes special education of physically 

handicapped, orthopedically handicapped, or severely 
handicapped pupils.  

 
(c)(1)  “Audiological services” means aural rehabilitation (auditory training, 

speech reading, language habilitation, and speech conservation) 
and habilitation with individual pupils in the general classroom; 
monitoring hearing levels, auditory behavior, and amplification for 
all pupils requiring personal or group amplification in the 
instructional setting; planning, organizing, and implementing an 
audiology program for individuals with auditory dysfunctions, as 
specified in the IEP [individualized education program]; or 
consultative services regarding test finding, amplification needs and 
equipment, otological referrals, home training programs, acoustic 
treatment of rooms, and coordination of educational services to 
hearing-impaired individuals. 

 
(c)(2)  Audiological services shall be provided only by personnel who 

possess:  
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(A) a license in Audiology issued by a licensing agency within the 

Department of Consumer Affairs; or  
 
(B) a credential authorizing audiology services.  

 
(d)      Behavior intervention shall be designed or planned only by 

personnel who have: 
 

(1) pupil personnel services credential that authorizes school 
counseling or school psychology; or  

 
(2) credential authorizing the holder to deliver special education 

instruction; or  
 
(3) license as a Marriage and Family Therapist certified by the 

Board of Behavioral Sciences, within the Department of 
Consumer Affairs; or  

 
(4) license as a Clinical Social Worker by the Board of Behavioral 

Sciences, within the Department of Consumer Affairs; or  
 
(5) license as an Educational Psychologist issued by a licensing 

agency within the Department of Consumer Affairs; or  
 
(6) license in psychology regulated by the Board of Psychology, 

within the Department of Consumer Affairs; or  
 
(7) master's degree issued by a regionally accredited post-

secondary institution in education, psychology, counseling, 
behavior analysis, behavior science, human development, 
social work, rehabilitation, or in a related field.  

 
(e)     To be eligible for certification to provide behavior intervention, 

including implementation of behavior modification plans, but not 
including development or modification of behavior intervention plans, 
a nonpublic school or agency shall deliver those services utilizing 
personnel who: 

 
(1) possess the qualifications under subdivision (d); or  

 
(2)(A)  are under the supervision of personnel qualified under   

       subdivision (d); and  
 

(B)  possess a high school diploma or its equivalent; and  
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(C)  receive the specific level of supervision required in the 
pupil's individualized educational program (IEP).  

 
(f)(1)   “Counseling and guidance” means educational counseling in which 

the pupil is assisted in planning and implementing his or her 
immediate and long-range educational program; career counseling 
in which the pupil is assisted in assessing his or her aptitudes, 
abilities, and interests in order to make realistic career decisions; 
personal counseling in which the pupil is helped to develop his or 
her ability to function with social and personal responsibility; or 
counseling with parents and staff members on learning problems 
and guidance programs for pupils. 

 
(f)(2)   Counseling and guidance shall be provided only by personnel who 

possess a:  
 

(A) license as a Marriage and Family Therapist, or Marriage, and 
Family Intern under supervision of either a Marriage and Family 
Therapist, licensed Clinical Social Worker, licensed 
Psychologist, or a Physician who is certified in psychiatry by 
either the Medical Board of California, the Board of Behavioral 
Sciences, or the Board of Psychology, within the Department of 
Consumer Affairs; or  

 
(B) license as a Clinical Social Worker, or Associate Clinical Social 

Worker under supervision of either a licensed Clinical Social 
Worker or a licensed Mental Health Professional by the Board of 
Behavioral Sciences, within the Department of Consumer 
Affairs; or  

 
(C) license as an Educational Psychologist issued by a licensing 

agency within the Department of Consumer Affairs; or  
 
(D) license in psychology, or who are working under supervision of 

a licensed psychologist, both regulated by the Board of 
Psychology, within the Department of Consumer Affairs; or  

 
(E) pupil personnel services credential, which authorizes school 

counseling or school psychology.  
 

(g)(1)  “Early education programs for children with disabilities” means the 
program and services specified by Education Code, part 30, section 
56425 et seq. 

 
(g)(2)  Early education programs for children with disabilities shall be 

provided only by personnel who meet the appropriate personnel 
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qualifications set forth in this article and comply with all other 
requirements of Education Code, chapter 4.4 commencing with 
section 56425.  

 
(h)      An “educational interpreter” provides communication facilitation 

between students who are deaf or hard of hearing, and others, in 
the general education classroom and for other school related 
activities, including extracurricular activities, as designated in a 
student's IEP. 

 
(1) Interpreters for deaf and hard of hearing pupils shall meet the 

following qualification standards:  
 

(A) By July 1, 2008, an educational interpreter shall be 
certified by the national Registry for Interpreters of the 
Deaf (RID), or equivalent; in lieu of RID certification or 
equivalent, an educational interpreter shall have 
achieved a score of 3.0 or above on the Educational 
Interpreter Performance Assessment (EIPA), the 
Educational Sign Skills Evaluation–Interpreter and 
Receptive (ESSE-I/R), or the National Association of the 
Deaf/American Consortium of Certified Interpreters 
(NAD/ACCI) assessment. If providing Cued Language 
transliteration, a transliterator shall possess Testing, 
Evaluation and Certification Unit, Inc., (TECUnit) 
certification, or have achieved a score of 3.0 or above on 
the EIPA–Cued Speech.  

 
(B) By July 1, 2009, and thereafter, an educational 

interpreter shall be certified by the national RID, or 
equivalent; in lieu of RID certification or equivalent, an 
educational interpreter shall have achieved a score of 4.0 
or above on the EIPA, the ESSE-I/R, or the NAD/ACCI 
assessment. If providing Cued Language transliteration, 
a transliterator shall possess TECUnit certification, or 
have achieved a score of 4.0 or above on the EIPA– 
Cued Speech;  

 
(i)(1)    “Health and nursing services” means: 

 
(A) managing the child's health problems on the school site;  
 
(B) consulting with pupils, parents, teachers, and other personnel;  
 
(C) group and individual counseling with parents and pupils  

 regarding health problems;  
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(D) maintaining communication with health agencies providing care  

 to individuals with disabilities; or  
 
(E) providing services by qualified personnel.  

 
(i)(2)   Health and nursing services shall be provided only by personnel 

who possess:  
 

(A) a license as a Registered Nurse, issued by a licensing agency 
within the Department of Consumer Affairs; or  

 
(B) a license as a Vocational Nurse, issued by a licensing agency 

within the Department of Consumer Affairs, under the 
supervision of a licensed Registered Nurse; or  

 
(C) a school nurse credential; or  
 
(D) demonstrated competence in cardio-pulmonary resuscitation, 

current knowledge of community emergency medical resources, 
and skill in the use of equipment and performance of techniques 
necessary to provide specialized physical health care services 
for individuals with exceptional needs. In addition, possession of 
training in these procedures to a level of competence and safety 
that meet the objectives of the training as provided by the 
school nurse, public health nurse, licensed physician and 
surgeon, or other training programs. “Demonstrated 
competence in cardio-pulmonary resuscitation” means 
possession of a current valid certificate from an approved 
program; or  

 
(E) a valid license, certificate, or registration appropriate to the 

health service to be designated, issued by the California agency 
authorized by law to license, certificate, or register persons to 
practice health service in California.  

 
(j)(1)   “Home and hospital services” means instruction delivered to 

children with disabilities, individually, in small groups, or by 
teleclass, whose medical condition such as those related to 
surgery, accidents, short-term illness or medical treatment for a 
chronic illness prevents the individual from attending school. 

 
(j)(2)   Home or hospital instruction shall be provided only by personnel 

who possess a credential issued by the California Commission on 
Teacher Credentialing authorizing the holder to deliver special 
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education instruction according to age range and disabling 
condition of the individual(s).  

 
(k)(1)  “Language and speech development and remediation” means 

screening, assessment, IEP development and direct speech and 
language services delivered to children with disabilities who 
demonstrate difficulty understanding or using spoken language to 
such an extent that it adversely affects their educational 
performance and cannot be corrected without special education 
and related services. 

 
(k)(2)  Language and speech development and remediation shall be 

provided only by personnel who possess:  
 

(A) a license in Speech-Language Pathology issued by a licensing 
agency within the Department of Consumer Affairs; or  

 
(B) a credential authorizing language or speech services.  

 
(l)(1)   “Occupational therapy” means the use of various treatment 

modalities including self-help skills, language and educational 
techniques as well as sensory motor integration, physical 
restoration methods, and pre-vocation exploration to facilitate 
physical and psychosocial growth and development. 

 
(l)(2)   Occupational therapy shall be provided only by personnel who 

possess a license in occupational therapy issued by a licensing 
agency within the Department of Consumer Affairs. Services 
provided by a Certified Occupational Therapist Assistant (COTA) 
shall be supervised by a registered occupational therapist in 
accordance with professional standards outlined by the American 
Occupational Therapy Association.  

 
(m)(1) “Orientation and mobility instruction” means specialized instruction 

for individuals in orientation and mobility techniques or consultative 
services to other educators and parents regarding instructional 
planning and implementation of the IEP relative to the development 
of orientation and mobility skills and independent living skills. 

 
(m)(2) Orientation and mobility instruction shall be provided only by 

personnel who possess a credential that authorizes services in 
orientation and mobility instruction.  

 
(n)(1)  “Parent counseling and training” means assisting parents in 

understanding the special needs of their child and providing parents 
with information about child development. 
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(n)(2) Parent counseling and training shall be provided only by personnel 

who possess a:  
 

(A) credential that authorizes special education instruction; or  
 
(B) credential that authorizes health and nursing services; or  
 
(C) license as a Marriage and Family Therapist, or Marriage, and 

Family Intern under supervision of either a Marriage and Family 
Therapist, licensed Clinical Social Worker, licensed 
Psychologist, or a Physician who is certified in psychiatry by 
either the Medical Board of California, the Board of Behavioral 
Sciences, or the Board of Psychology, within the Department of 
Consumer Affairs; or  

 
(D) license as a Clinical Social Worker, or Associate Clinical Social 

Worker under supervision of either a licensed Clinical Social 
Worker or a licensed Mental Health Professional by the Board of 
Behavioral Sciences, within the Department of Consumer 
Affairs; or  

 
(E) license as an Educational Psychologist, issued by a licensing 

agency within the Department of Consumer Affairs; or  
 
(F) license as a psychologist, or who are working under the 

supervision of a licensed psychologist, both regulated by the 
Board of Psychology, within the Department of Consumer 
Affairs; or  

 
(G) pupil personnel services credential that authorizes school   

 counseling or school psychology or school social work.  
 

(o)(1)   “Physical therapy” means the: 
 

(A) administration of active, passive, and resistive therapeutic 
exercises and local or general massage, muscle training and 
corrective exercises and coordination work;  

 
(B) administration of hydrotherapy treatments;  
 
(C) assistance in administering various types of electrotherapy  

 including ultraviolet, infrared, diathermy and inductothermy;  
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(D) teaching of parents of hospitalized pupils exercises which are to 
be continued at home and interpret to them the significance of 
physical therapy services; and  

 
(E) instruction in walking, standing, balance, use of crutches, cane, 

or walker and in the care of braces and artificial limbs.  
 

(o)(2)  Physical therapy shall be provided only by personnel who possess 
a valid license in Physical Therapy issued by a licensing agency 
within the Department of Consumer Affairs.  

 
(p)(1)  “Psychological services” means: 

 
(A) the application of psychological principles and methods 

including, but not limited to, procedures on interviewing, psycho-
educational assessment, diagnosis of specific learning and 
behavioral disabilities, and amelioration of learning and 
behavioral problems of individuals or groups through applied 
psychotherapy.  

 
(B) This term does not include assessment services and the 

development of an IEP.  
 

(p)(2)  Psychological services required by a student's IEP may be 
rendered by any of the following professionals employed by a 
nonpublic school or agency who possess the credential or license 
required by law for the performance of particular psychological 
services by members of that profession:  

 
(A) Educational Psychologist pursuant to Business and Professions 

Code section 4989.14;  
 
(B) Marriage and Family Therapist pursuant to Business and   

Professions Code section 4980.02;  
 
(C) Licensed Clinical Social Worker pursuant to Business and 

Professions Code section 4996.9; or  
 
(D) Licensed Psychologist pursuant to Business and Professions 

Code section 2903.  
 
(E) pupil personnel services credential that authorizes school 

psychology.  
 

(q)(1)  “Recreation services” means: 
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(A) therapeutic recreation and specialized instructional programs 
designed to assist pupils to become as independent as possible 
in leisure activities, and when possible and appropriate, facilitate 
the pupil's integration into general recreation programs;  

 
(B) recreation programs in schools and the community which are 

those programs that emphasize the use of leisure activity in the 
teaching of academic, social, and daily living skills and the 
provision of nonacademic and extracurricular leisure activities 
and the utilization of community recreation programs and 
facilities; or  

 
(C) leisure education programs which are those specific programs 

designed to prepare the pupil for optimum independent 
participation in appropriate leisure activities, and developing 
awareness of personal and community leisure resources.  

 
(q)(2)  Recreation services shall be provided only by personnel who 

possess a:  
 

(A) certificate, issued by the California Board of Recreation and 
Park Certification; or  

 
(B) certificate issued by the National Council for Therapeutic 

Recreation; or  
 
(C) the National Recreation and Park Association, authorizing   

services in recreation or therapeutic recreation.  
 

(r)(1)   “Social worker services” means: 
 

(A) individual and group counseling with the individual and his or  
her immediate family;  

 
(B) consultation with pupils, parents, teachers, and other personnel 

regarding the effects of family and other social factors on the 
learning and developmental requirements of children with 
disabilities; or  

 
(C) developing a network of community resources, making 

appropriate referral and maintaining liaison relationships among 
the school, the pupil, the family, and the various agencies 
providing social income maintenance, employment 
development, mental health, or other developmental services.  
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(r)(2)   Social worker services shall be provided only by personnel who 
possess a:  

 
(A) license as a Clinical Social Worker, or Associate Clinical Social 

Worker under supervision of either a licensed Clinical Social 
Worker or a licensed Mental Health Professional by the Board of 
Behavioral Sciences, within the Department of Consumer 
Affairs; or  

 
(B) license as a Marriage and Family Therapist, or Marriage, and 

Family Intern under supervision of either a Marriage and Family 
Therapist, licensed Clinical Social Worker, licensed 
Psychologist, or a Physician who is certified in psychiatry by 
either the Medical Board of California, the Board of Behavioral 
Sciences, or the Board of Psychology, within the Department of 
Consumer Affairs; or  

 
(C) credential authorizing school social work.  

 
(s)(1)  “Specialized driver training instruction” means instruction to children 

with disabilities to supplement the general driver-training program. 
 

(s)(2)  Specialized driver education and driver training shall be provided 
only by personnel who possess a credential that authorizes service 
in driver education and driver training.  

 
(t)(1)   “Specially designed vocational education and career development” 

means: 
 

(A) providing prevocational programs and assessing work-related 
skills, interests, aptitudes, and attitudes;  

 
(B) coordinating and modifying the general vocational education 

program;  
 
(C) assisting pupils in developing attitudes, self-confidence, and 

vocational competencies to locate, secure, and retain 
employment in the community or shelter environment, and to 
enable such individuals to become participating members of the 
community;  

 
(D) establishing work training programs within the school and  

community;  
 
(E) assisting in job placement;  
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(F) instructing job trainers and employers as to the unique needs of  
the individuals;  

 
(G) maintaining regularly scheduled contract with all work stations   
   and job-site trainers; or  
 
(H) coordinating services with the Department of Rehabilitation, the  

 Employment Development Department and other agencies as   
 designated in the IEP.  

 
(t)(2)   Specially designed vocation education and career development 

shall be provided only by personnel who possess a:  
 

(A) adult education credential with a career development 
authorization; or  

 
(B) credential that authorizes instruction in special education or  

vocational education; or  
 
(C) pupil personnel services credential that authorizes school 

counseling.  
 

(u)(1)  “Specialized services for low-incidence disabilities” means: 
 

(A) specially designed instruction related to the unique needs of 
pupils with low-incidence disabilities; or  

 
(B) specialized services related to the unique needs of individuals 

with low-incidence disabilities.  
 

(u)(2)  Specialized services for pupils with low-incidence disabilities shall 
be provided only by personnel who possess a credential that 
authorizes services in special education or clinical or rehabilitation 
services in the appropriate area of disability.  

 
(v)       Transcribers for visually impaired pupils shall have a certificate   

 issued by the Library of Congress as a Braille Transcriber. 
 

(w)(1)  “Vision services” means: 
 

(A) adaptations in curriculum, media, and the environment, as well 
as instruction in special skills; or  

 
(B) consultative services to pupils, parents, teachers, and other 

school personnel.  
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(w)(2)  Vision services shall be provided only by personnel who possess:  
 

(A) a license as an Optometrist, Ophthalmologist, Physician or 
Surgeon, issued by a licensing agency within the Department of 
Consumer Affairs and authorizing the licensee to provide the 
services rendered, or  

 
(B) a valid credential authorizing vision instruction or services.  

 
(x)      Other related services not identified in this section shall only be 

provided by staff who possess a: 
 

(1) license issued by an entity within the Department of Consumer 
Affairs or another state licensing office; or  

 
(2) credential issued by the California Commission on Teacher 

Credentialing authorizing the service.  
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