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 Successful Launch of Junior High Spanish Class 

 Alumni continuing the tradition with their children 

 Cyber Updates: We have a Facebook page! 

 What’s the Annual Fund doing? 

You are the best advertising we have as ambassadors for our school.  Thank you for encouraging  families to come on a tour! 

Students entering our parish church for the 

monthly First Friday mass. 

Our Mission Statement 
As a Catholic elementary school, our mission is to 

provide an education within a faith-filled community 

in which all students develop skills as caring and 

compassionate Christians, critical and creative think-

ers, responsible citizens, and lifelong learners. 

Our 

Debut 

 edition! 

Schoolwide Learning Expectations 
I am a Catholic Learner 
I am a Lifelong Learner 
I am a Self-Aware Individual 
I am a Responsible Citizen 
I am an Effective Communicator 

A note from our Principal 
Susan Roffmann 

 Welcome to the inau-

gural issue of Connections, 

your ongoing connection to the 

school that awakened your 

thirst for learning, St. Vincent 

de Paul Elementary School.  

While a great deal has changed 

here over the years, the im-

portant things have remained 

the same: our devotion to our 

students, the very best primary 

education available and the 

Catholic values that have de-

fined our community since it 

began in the late 1800s. 

 Whether you are still 

enjoying your years of second-

ary and advanced education or 

can look back with nostalgia 

many decades since your form-

ative years on our campus, we 

think you will find within these 

pages a reflection of those 

wonderful attributes that en-

deared you to our St. Vincent’s 

family when you were here.  

The facility has seen improve-

ments along the way, the uni-

forms and classroom tools 

brought up to date and certainly 

you will see many new faces, 

but the soul of St. Vincent de 

Paul Elementary School shines 

through as brightly as ever.  

We hope you will enjoy con-

necting with that spirit again 

and continue to look to this 

newsletter to help keep the 

memories of your first years in 

education as vivid as they were 

on that first day of school. 



No Annual Fund contribution  

is too small to help 

SVES students! 
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Are you online? 

Stay informed of all the latest news from SVES. 

“Like” our Facebook page and you’ll know everything! 

Are you a SVES alumni? 

Sign in and keep us up to date on what 

you’re doing! 

Click on the “Support” menu on 

our web site, then select “Alumni 

Newsletter” and complete the sim-

ple questions there.                 

             

Stay in touch! 

Alumna Feature 

 

Name:   Eleanor “Ellie” O’Neill  

SVES graduation year:  2010  

Best SVES memories: I really enjoyed doing the plays in 7th 

and 8th grade with Mrs. Roffmann.  I also really liked doing 

dramatic interpretation with the Speech & Debate team. (Ellie 

won first prize in 7th grade and second prize in 8th grade at 

the local SVHS tournament!).  I absolutely loved Mrs. Nelson, 

my sixth grade teacher.  I enjoy staying in touch with her and 

with Mrs. DeVost. 

Most important things learned at SVES: Well, reviewing those 

SLEs (Schoolwide Learning Expectations, see front page) worked 

because it stuck with me!  I think I have a really good work 

ethic.  I know how to study and I have taught some of my 

classmates (who didn’t go to SVES) how to study!  The tough 

academics prepared me well for high school.  And because 

our graduating class was smaller than at some junior high 

schools, I feel as though I really bonded with the friends I 

made there and now when I see them, even the ones who go to 

different high schools, it’s as though no time has passed at all.   

School now attending: Petaluma High School 

Favorite subjects now: Biology and French 

Active with: Volleyball, Basketball and Track Teams 

Editor’s Note: Ellie is maintaining a 4.0 GPA while partici-
pating in her sports activities and, as a new driver, is also 
helping her three siblings get where they need to go!  

          

 

The 2011-12 school year intro-

duced a zero period Spanish class 

option for our junior high stu-

dents.  From 7:30 - 8:15 am, Ms. 

Kelly McGinnis (also a Spanish 

teacher at SVHS) leads her charg-

es through the rigors of grammar 

and conversation.  This year, the 

class has been combined as an in-

troduction, but in the future it will 

be divided with 7th grade and 8th 

grade separated and meeting on 

different days.  Having completed 

the two year program, students 

may opt to try and test out of 

Spanish I at the high school of 

their choice. 

Se Habla Español? SVES taught her how to study 

 This newsletter is printed on recycled paper using soy inks. 
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Alumnae Feature 

es.  Mrs. Salzano and Mrs. Schloetter 

were teachers that made a difference to 

Stacey during her years here.  She’s 

happy the school 

refurbished the 

building that 

houses the chap-

el, library, music 

room, art room 

and learning 

center since it 

made it possible 

for her daughters 

to attend kindergarten at St. Vincent’s.  

Olivia (class of 2016), Madison (class 

of 2018) and Isabella (class of 2020) are 

now enjoying school life at SVES.  

Surely they too, are making friends they 

will have for the rest of their lives, just 

as their grandmother and mother have 

It was 1977.  Patricia DeCarli 

Terzian, also known as “Patsy,” had a 

decision to make.  Where would she send 

her children going into the first grade, to 

the local public school or to the parish 

school, St. Vincent de Paul Elementary, 

which her father and she had both attend-

ed?  Some of her best friends are the ones 

she made while attending (graduate of 

SVES’s class of 1959).  Those nuns, the 

sisters of Charity 

of Blessed Virgin 

Mary, though, 

were extremely 

strict.  Was that a 

good thing?  She 

had very fond 

memories of Sis-

ter Mary Leoba , 

her second grade 

teacher.  What 

finally convinced her to send her children 

to SVES is what her now adult daughter, 

Stacey, says is the reason her children are 

also now attending: the strong academics 

along with the religious education of-

fered.  The respect and discipline that is 

taught reinforces the values that so many 

families are trying to keep alive in a soci-

ety that all too often just plain forgets its 

manners.   

 Stacey Terzian Badaglia, class 

of 1985, remembers fondly when the 

students would eat lunch in the basement 

on rainy days.  The snack bar that offered 

ice cream and milk during lunch time for 

a quarter was very popular, as was hot 

dog day, which today’s classes have re-

placed with burritos, pizza and sandwich-

done.  Both mothers agree that the com-

munity at SVES is a very special family.  

It is made up of many caring families 

such as these two families, who continue 

the tradition of excellence that is St. Vin-

cent de Paul Elementary School.  May it 

be so for many more generations to come!  

Four Generations Enjoy Tradition of Catholic Education 

Three generations supporting the tradition of excellence that an education at SVES 

offers.  Patricia DeCarli Terzian (class of 1959), Stacey Terzian Badaglia (class of 

1985), Olivia (class of 2016), Madison (class of 2018) and Isabella (class of 2020). 

Stacey, 1985 

8th grade 

Patsy, 1956 

5th grade 

Patsy’s class on the day of their First 
Holy Communion in 1953 walking into 

St. Vincent de Paul Church 



Try these questions taken from current SVES 5th grade           

curriculum and see how you do! 

1. GRAMMAR:  Name the eight basic parts of speech. 

2. HISTORY: Name the three philosophies practiced in       

Ancient China. 

3. MUSIC:  Dynamics in music uses the terminology of 

_______, meaning “soft” and ______, meaning  “loud.” 

4. GRAMMAR USAGE:  Identify all of the pronouns in this 

sentence, “That book is not the one that I intended to read.” 

5. ART: Who are the actual people in Grant Wood’s painting, 

“American Gothic”? 

6. RELIGION:  In which sacrament is God not present through 

the celebrant? 

7. SCIENCE:  Which tool allows scientists to see atoms on the 

surface of a metal? 

 Are you smarter than a 5th grader? 

ANSWERS:   1) Nouns, pronouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, preposi-

tions, conjunctions, interjections   2)  Confucianism, Daoism and Legalism   

3) piano, forte   4) one, that, I   5) The artist’s sister, Nan; and his dentist, 

Dr. Bryon McKeeby   6) matrimony   7) scanning tunneling microscope 

What did you think? 

Did you like this newsletter? 

What was your favorite feature?  What 

do you want to see?   

We would like to start an alumni news 

update.  If you have alumni news 

(achievements and milestones) or ideas 

for future newsletters, please email: 

Stacy Rawson, Development Director                                            

SRawson@StVincentElementary.org 

The Annual Fund makes a difference.  
You can help...give any time of year. 

 Supported by grandparents, enrolled families and 

alumni.  The power of many makes a difference! 

 Very simply, the fund makes up the gap between 

what is received in tuition payments and what it   

really costs to educate a student here at SVES. 

 Since its launch in 2010, your Annual Fund has 

provided money for scholarships, long term 

maintenance (those buildings and fences don’t 

paint themselves!) as well as keeping our text-

books up to date. 

 The most popular amount you gave in both the 

launch year and the current year lands you in the 

RED PLAID LEVEL ($100-$249).  Giving, as of 

12/31/2011, has increased by 15%.  We need to keep 

that growing, for the students. 

Please give what you can to the Annual Fund today! 

“The tuition at St. Vincent’s is a bargain for what 
we get. We give to the Annual Fund to help keep it 
that way.”    

Ed and Susan Adams 

Enrolled Family and 

 Monthly Donors since January 2011 
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Did you know?  "As of fall 2004, 

California has no dedicated source of 

state funding for arts education," re-

ports the California Alliance for Arts 

Education (CAAE)*.   SVES offers 

our students music and art classes 

as part of the regular curriculum.  

*http://www.childrensmusicworkshop.com/

advocacy/curtainsforcalifornia.html 

3 Ways to give… 

 By mail (envelope enclosed) 

 Online  securely at www.StVincentElementary.org 

(click on “Support,” then “Annual Fund”) 

 Monthly (set up by mail or online). Consider $1 a day! 


