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With Hands to Serve and Hearts to Love      
 

An Advent Prayer 
This week we begin the season of Advent, when the days grow short and darkness closes in.  
We are preparing to celebrate at Christmas the birth of Jesus, who is the light of the world.  Let’s 
spend some quiet time this season with family, parish, and school being aware of the darkness 
and longing for the light.  Advent means “arrival.”  This is the season in which the church 
prepares to celebrate the coming of Jesus.  We recall the past, celebrate the present, and look 
to the future with hope.  We prepare to celebrate not only the birth of Jesus at Christmas but also 
His presence in our family.  We wait for the return of the Lord at the end of time when all hopes 
will be fulfilled. We await the coming of the light that will shine in the darkness, shining light on 
our path to peace.   
 

Advent News 
The Faith Formation Program and the school wanted to present our students with the “reason for the season” this Advent, 
and so we purchased a Nativity Scene for our students to see during this Holy season.  Note that Nativity scenes are 
present in the Church starting on Christmas Eve and through the two-and-a-half weeks of the Christmas Season, which 
commences after Advent.  However, our students are out of school for most of that period, so we have decided to share it 
during Advent as a way of looking forward to the joy of Christmas.  The Nativity scene has been up since the weekend, 
and I have seen many of our students crowding around it in admiration.  We offer a special thanks to school parent 
Cortlandt Koerwitz for building a stable for the Nativity Scene. He did a wonderful job.   
 
There is a beautiful Advent Wreath set up in the office with a description behind it that explains the symbolic meaning of 
the candles, wreath, shapes, and colors.  If you are unfamiliar with the concept, please come and see it.  Families keep 
Advent Wreaths in their homes during this season, and they light them once a day, usually at dinner.  You can easily 
make one yourself, and you can find an abundance of resources online for how to say the prayers and in what order to 
light the candles.     
 
Our tradition of helping the Wellspring Woman’s Center continues this Advent.  The Student Council will be collecting 
donations for them from December 8

th
 through December 18

th
.  The officers will use the money collected to buy items 

which are desperately needed by their patrons.  We will present the items to Wellspring as a Christmas gift from the OLA 
community.  
 
Christmas Eve at OLA 
We will be trying something new this year! Instead of our traditional Christmas Eve Pageant at our Christmas Eve 
Masses, we will be having a Living Nativity Scene. At the 4:00, 6:00 and Midnight Masses on Christmas Eve, an outdoor 
Living Nativity Scene will greet people as they enter the church. Lots of children are needed to be shepherds, angels, 
animals and, of course, Mary and Joseph at the 4:00 and 6:00 Masses. Teens are invited to present the Living Nativity at 
the midnight Mass and to proclaim the Scripture readings at the earlier Masses. The Living Nativity is a tradition begun by 
St. Francis of Assisi in the 13

th
 century to help the people of his time enter more fully into the mystery of God loving us so 

much that he came among us as a poor, humble child. Children and teens interested in participating, please contact 
Robert (489-8958) or Kimberly (488-4626). 
 
Mass on Friday 
Please join us this Friday at 11:00 a.m. as we celebrate First Friday Mass with our students.  Our faculty and staff will be 
providing the music this month.   
 
ACT Explore Next Week 
Our 7

th
 and 8

th
 graders will be taking the ACT Explore Test next week.  Information on the test will be sent home with 

students tomorrow.  Scores from the 8
th
 grade students’ tests will be sent to the Catholic High Schools.  Please make sure 

your child gets plenty of sleep each night next week and has a nutritious breakfast each morning.  
 
Noontime Duty Help 
As was announced in yesterday’s e-blast, volunteers are needed to help us supervise children at lunch on cold days.   On 
those days the students eat their lunches in the classrooms, not outside. This creates a need for more adults on campus 
at lunch to supervise.  The duty lasts from 12noon until 12:45pm. Please call the school office (489-8958) if you are 
available to help. Service hours will be granted. Thank you. 
 
God bless, 

Robert Love 

 



This Week at OLA 
 

Food Locker 
Grade 6 – December 2 through December 6 
 
Friday - What to Wear? 
We will attend Mass on Friday, December 6th, at 11:00am. Please wear school uniforms. Friday is also a 
minimum day. School is dismissed at noon. 
      
SF Trip Cancelled 
The trip to San Francisco on Dec. 14th has been cancelled due to minimal registrations. Checks will be 
returned to those who did sign up. Thank you to everyone who offered help and supported the trip. There are 
other fundraising activities, so please consider supporting the 8th grade DC trip by participating in those 
activities. Save the date for the Crab Feed on Feb. 8, 2014. 
      
 

Next Week at OLA 
 
 

Food Locker 
Grade 7 – December 9 through December 13 
 
PTG Meeting 
Tuesday, December 10th, at 1:00pm, in St. John’s Hall. 
 
It’s A Wrap Party! 
Thursday, December 12th, in St. John’s Hall, from 6-9pm.  Just 8 more shopping days until the It’s A Wrap 
Party. Haven’t signed up? No problem…there is still time. The cost is $40/person. Payments of check to OLA 
School or cash. Contact Amy Kuzmich with questions: ackuzmich@gmail.com. We’ll have all your wrapping 
needs, food and adult beverages. Paired with good company and completely wrapped gifts when you leave -
what else could you ask for? 
 
Wellspring Women’s Center 
The Student Council will be collecting donations for the Wellspring Women’s Center from December 8th -
December 18th. The officers will use money collected to buy items which are desperately needed by the 
Wellspring Women’s Center. We will present the items to Wellspring as a Christmas gift from the OLA 
community. Thank you for any support that you can give. Please see the informational flyer. 
 
First Grade Christmas Play 
Friday, December 13th 
 
Friday-What to Wear? 
Friday, December 13th is a full day of school. As it is the second Friday of the month, students may wear 
appropriate free dress bottoms with Spirit Wear tops. 

 
 

Sports News 
 
Little Dribblers Sign Ups Available this Week 
Little Dribbler sign-up forms will be sent home to all primary (grades 1-4) students this week.  If your child is 
interested in playing Little Dribbler basketball, please return the form to either your child’s teacher or the front office 
by Dec. 20th. The participation fee is $40, which covers the cost of playing in the PAL Little Dribblers program and 
the Little Dribblers T-Shirt (they get to keep) that they will wear for the games. Game schedules and practice days 
are still TBD, but will be listed shortly.    
 

This year, there have been some significant changes in grade 3 and 4 level Little Dribblers. These grades will now 
be playing a more structured type of basketball that also involves referees at each game.  More details will be 
provided as we approach our first practices over the Christmas break.  If you have any questions, please feel free to 
email Mr. Lippi, the Little Dribblers Coordinator, at mrlippi@yahoo.com or Mr. Tateishi, the school AD, at 
ptateishi@olaparish.net  
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Bits and Pieces 
 

Santa Needs Some Helpers to Help Stock Up the Secret Shop! 
Please bring your gently used Treasures and Trinkets to help stock the Santa Secret Shop. We need gifts 
for moms, Dads, siblings, and Grandparents. Simply leave your items in the front office, and Santa’s OLA 
elves will take care of the rest. 
 
Boxtop Contest 
Bring in your boxtops. The class with the most will win a dessert prize!! You don't need to cut them neatly, 
just rip them off the boxes.  You can turn them in to your classroom or the office.  If you drop them off in 
the office, please put them in a bag or envelope with your children’s grades marked on them.  Good Luck!! 
 
Breakfast  With Santa 
Breakfast with Santa is almost here! On Sunday, December 15

th
 Santa will be in the OLA gym from 

8:00am until 11:30am. Photos with Santa will be offered for $4-$10.00. You may even want to have some 
breakfast prepared by the Knights of Columbus. The cost of the breakfast is $5.00 for adults, $3.00 for 
children, and $17.00 for a family. Mrs. Claus (the Women’s Council) will have sweet treats for purchase, 
and the Secret Shoppe will be full of fantastic finds for the children to purchase. If you decide to join the 
fun, please bring breakfast food items to donate to the SVdP Food Locker. Questions? Please contact 
Colene Crowley, jimcol@ix.netcom.com or Nancy Dyer nancyperham@hotmail.com. 
 
**Breakfast with Santa has a few highly prized, volunteer opportunities available. Check out the 
openings on SchoolSpeak, and please sign up! If you have volunteered to help at the Breakfast 
with Santa event, we thank you and look forward to seeing you soon. Colene Crowley and Nancy 
Dyer. 
 
8

th
 Grade Fund Raiser Opportunity 

Christmas is coming! When it’s time to get a tree, visit Billy’s Farm in Wilton. Every tree bought at Billy’s 
Farm (the Heintz family) will earn OLA $5.00 to be used toward the Washington DC trip. The farm 
features hayrides, animals, crafts, free coffee, cocoa, and much more. There’s a Kid’s Day on December 
15

th
, Santa’s Elf Ride (25 mile bike ride) on December 7

th
, and Santa Picture Day on December 7, 8, 14 

and 15. You MUST have a Billy’s Farm flyer for OLA to receive their donation. The flyers are in the front 
office if you need one. 

 
Women’s Council Meeting 
Please mark your calendars for the next Women’s Council Meeting, on December 5

th
, at 11:00am, in St. 

John’s Hall. The meeting will be followed by our Christmas potluck. Please remember donations for the 
Parish Food Locker. For this meeting, we are also asking everyone to bring Christmas ribbon and holiday 
cellophane wrap for the Bake Sale set-up. For information on the potluck, contact Judy at 482-5556. 
Women’s Council members are continuing to pray a Scriptural Rosary at 10:00am on Tuesdays.  
 
It’s a Wonderful Life 
Attached is a flyer inviting all of you and your family to a fun event in December. It's a great family event. 
 
HELP!! 
Parent and student volunteers are needed to spruce up the parish grounds. Work will be done on 
Saturday, January 11

th
 from 8am until 12pm. You can come for all or part of the time. This is a great 

opportunity to earn service hours. If you plan on volunteering, please call the school office and let us know 
if you are available. Work gloves will be needed. Thanks! 
 
Hot Lunch Menu 
The Hot Lunch menu can be accessed on our Web site at the following link: 
http://www.olaparish.net/school/files/Hot%20Lunch%20Menus/13_11.PDF 
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Parish News 

 
Christmas Eve Mass Volunteers 
We will be trying something new at our Christmas Eve Masses this year! Instead of our traditional 
Christmas Pageants at our 4:00pm and 6:00pm Masses, we will have a Living Nativity Scene. Children 
can still dress up in costume and participate fully. This scene will be outside our church as people walk in 
and we will light the way to the Christ Child with beautiful luminaire. If your child is interested in 
participating, please contact Robert (489-8958) or Kimberly (488-4626) 
 
Counters Needed 
We are looking for a few good men and women to serve in the Counter Ministry. Interested parties meet 
once a month as part of a four-person team and count the offertory receipts. A background that included 
responsibility for handling financial transactions and a desire to help your parish community is all that is 
required. School parents: this is an easy way to earn those parish hours. Please contact Kelley at the 
Parish Office (481-5115) Monday through Friday between 8:30am and 4:30pm (except Noon to 1:00pm) if 
you are interested in learning more! 
 
Adult Faith Formation 
“Catholicism II-The New Evangelization”  
The Catholic Faith is not about myths, legends or symbols…it’s about an encounter so overwhelming that 
you want to tell the whole world. It is an encounter with Jesus Christ. Throughout history, the call of Christ 
has sent people to the corners of the earth with a message of great joy, a message that has built 
civilizations, inspired cultures, and even sent some to prisons and to their graves. We have the same call-
that’s the New Evangelization. This new documentary series from Fr. Barron’s Word On Fire, continues 
the story of CATHOLICISM and explores the Church’s mission and the challenges of contemporary 
culture. With the original CATHOLICISM series, Fr. Barron took us on a journey around the world deep 
into the Faith. Now, experience this Faith in action in CATHOLICISM: The New Evangelization. 
 
This first series, shown at our parish last fall, taught us what we believe as Catholics. This new 4 part 
series will teach us how to share our faith with others. This study group will meet on Wednesday 
evenings at 7pm in St. John’s Hall and Thursday mornings from 8:45-10am in Seton Hall. If you are 
interested in attending, please contact Kimberly at 488-4626. Class dates are Dec. 4

th
 & 5

th
, and Dec. 

11
th

 & 12
th

. 
 
Mary of Nazareth 
Due to popular demand, the movie will be shown again on December 8

th
, at 1pm, at the Century Stadium 

Theater 14, on Ethan Way, in Sacramento. The cost is $13.00  
 
RCIA – Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 
Catechism classes for adults wishing to become Catholic are held on Sundays. These classes are for 
adults who have attended our Inquiry sessions this summer. Please attend 11am Mass, as this will be our 
regular dismissal. If you are interested in becoming part of this or future groups, please contact Kimberly 
at 488-4626 for more information. 
  
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Adoration takes place on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:30am-7:00pm. We welcome everyone and 
would love new volunteers!  

 
 





  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For the next two weeks, the eighth grade will be selling Santa 
Grams to benefit St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital. 
 
Santa Grams are Christmas wishes which can be sent to 
your friends, a sister, a brother, a cousin, or any school staff 
member.  Parents may also want to send some to their 
children.  Fr. Kiernan may enjoy receiving a Santa Gram, too! 
 
Each Santa Gram will have a candy cane attached to it and 
will be delivered on Monday, December 18 and Tuesday, 
December 19.  The cost is $.50 for each Santa Gram. 
 
The Santa Grams will be sold outside during morning and 
lunch recesses, in the office, or in the eighth grade 
classroom. 
 
Thank you for supporting St. Jude’s, 
Mrs. Smith and the Eighth Grade Class 



     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s a Wrap Party Thursday December 12, 2013 St. John’s Hall  

6-9pm 
 

‘Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house 

Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse. 

Mommy and daddy were not up wrapping last-minute gifts until sunrise 

Because Santa bought them a ticket to the OLA gift-wrapping party, a pleasant surprise. 

So this Christmas Eve, while the children are nestled each snug in their bed,  

Mommy and daddy can sit by the fire with each other --- and a nice bottle of red.  

Just 9 more shopping days until the It’s a Wrap party! 

Haven’t signed up? No problem there’s still time. 

$40/person - envelope in the front office.  

Payments of check to Our Lady of the Assumption or cash greatly 

appreciated.  

Contact Amy Kuzmich with questions ackuzmich@gmail.com 

We’ll have all your wrapping needs, food, and adult beverages.  

Paired with good company and completely wrapped gifts when you leave - what 

else could you ask for??? 

There's no reason NOT to have it done! SHOP SHOP SHOP!  

Then WRAP WRAP WRAP!  
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Merry Christmas! 

 

                   

 

Santa needs some helpers 

to help stock up the Secret Santa Shop! 

 

Please bring your gently used Treasures and Trinkets to help stock the 

Secret Santa Shop.  We need gifts for Moms, Dads, Siblings, and 

Grandparents.  Simply leave your items in the front office and Santa’s 

OLA elves will take care of the rest. 

 

We are also in need of gift bags, boxes, ribbons, gift tags, and tape.  If 

you have any of these items you can donate our elves would really 

appreciate it.   

 

Thank you for your generosity.  Please contact Lolita Watanabe at 

595-5488 lolitajoseph@yahoo.com or Shane de la Chapelle at  

489-9173 if you have any questions or would like to work in the shop. 
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    Scrip Order Form 
 
Date: ____  Name: _______________________ 
 

Child’s Name (if different): 

______________________ Grade _____ 
Payment:   
Cash ________   Check Number _______ 
 

Retailer % Price # Total 

Ace Hardware 4 $25    
 

Ace Hardware 4 $100    
 

Aeropostle 7 $25    
 

Amazon 3 $25    
 

Am Eagle Outfitters 10 $25    
 

American Express 1.25 $25    
 

American Express 1.25 $100    
 

Applebee's 8 $25    
 

Arco 1.50 $50    
 

Arco 1.50 $100    
 

Barnes & Noble 9 $10    
 

Barnes & Noble 9 $25    
 

Bath & Body Works 13 $10    
 

Bath & Body Works 13 $25    
 

Bed, Bath and 
Beyond 

7 $25    
 

Big 5 8 $25    
 

CA Pizza Kitchen 4 $10    
 

Century Theatres 4 $25    
 

Cheesecake 
Factory 

5 $25    
 

Chevron 1 $50    
 

Chevy's/El Torito 8 $25    
 

Children’s Place 12 $25    
 

Chilis/Macaroni 
Grill/On the Border 

11 $25   

Chipotle 10 $10   

Retailer % Price # Total 

Claire's 9 $10    
 

Cold Stone 
Creamery 

8 $10    
 

Crate & Barrel 9 $25    
 

CVS Pharmacy 6 $25    
 

Disney 2 $25    
 

Disney 2 $100    
 

Game Stop 3 $25    
 

GAP/Old Navy/ 
Ban. Rep. 

14 $25    
 

groupon.com 7 $25    
 

Gymboree 13 $25    
 

Hallmark 4 $25    
 

Hagen's Orange 
Freeze 

10 $20    
 

Home Depot 4 $25    
 

Home Depot 4 $100    
 

IHop 8 $25   

iTunes 5 $15    
 

iTunes 5 $25    
 

J. Crew 13 $25    
 

Jamba Juice 7 $10    
 

Kohls 4 $25    
 

Leatherby's 10 $5    
 

Macy's 10 $25    
 

Marshalls/TJ Max 7 $25    
 

Michael's 4 $25    
 

Panera 9 $10    
 

Peet's Coffee & Tea 8 $20    
 

PetSmart 4 $25    
 

PinkBerry 5 $10    
 

Pottery Barn/ 
Williams & Sonoma 

8 $25    
 

Quiznos 10 $10   

     

Retailer % Price # Total 

Raley’s  4 $25    
 

Raley’s 4 $100    
 

Red Lobster/ 
Olive Garden 

9 $25    
 

Red Robin 9 $25    
 

REI 8 $25    
 

Safeway 4 $25    
 

Safeway 4 $100    
 

SaveMart 2 $25   

SaveMart 2 $100    
 

See's Candy 20 $18    
 

Shell  2.50 $50    
 

Shutterfly 9 $25    
 

Smart & Final 3 $50    
 

Smash Burger 10 $10    
 

Sports Authority 8 $25    
 

Staples  5 $25    
 

Starbucks 7 $10    
 

Starbucks 7 $25    
 

Subway 3 $10    
 

Subway 3 $50    
 

Taco Bell 5 $10    
 

Target 2 $25    
 

Target 2 $100    
 

Toys-R-Us 1.50 $20    
 

UA/Regal Cinemas 8 $25    
 

Walgreens 6 $25    
 

Wal-Mart/ 
Sam's Club 

2.5 $100    
 

Wendy's 4 $10    
 

Whole Foods 3 $25   
 

Whole Foods 3 $100   

 


