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With Hands to Serve and Hearts to Love      
 

Advent is Here 
This is the first week of Advent, and over the next four weeks we prepare for the coming of 
Jesus!  This season provides many ways for families to celebrate their faith and put Christ 
at the center of the holiday season.  Our monthly publication of Partners in Faith, attached 
to today’s bulletin, has many good short articles that families can read together to observe 
the season.  I would also encourage families to have an Advent wreath.  Lighting this 
wreath and saying an Advent prayer each night is a wonderful and holy Catholic tradition 
that helps us prepare in a special way for Christ.  Don’t have an Advent wreath?  No 
problem.  The parish is putting on an Advent Wreath making class this Sunday from Noon to 1:00 p.m. in Seton Hall.  
Materials for your family’s wreath will be provided, and there is no cost.  Best wishes for a happy and holy Advent! 

 
Hope:  Our Virtue of the Week 
 

Hope is the virtue that enables us to trust in God’s promise to share His life with us forever; it makes us confident in God’s 
love and care for us.  
 
Scripture Reference 
They that hope in the Lord will renew their strength, they will soar as with eagle’s wings; they will run and not grow weary, 
walk and not grow faint. -- Isaiah 40:31 
 
Given the 24/7 news cycle, we can tune in any time to hear depressing, distressing, and disturbing accounts of natural 
calamities, political squabbling, and the latest scandals of overexposed celebrities. Closer to home, the news can be 
equally disquieting as we mourn the loss of a loved one, receive an alarming medical diagnosis, or stress over the 
puzzling behavior of a troubled adolescent.  
 
Such experiences push us to the edge, and leave us beset and beleaguered by questions. Why did this have to happen? 
How will we fare? Is there a God who watches over all of this - a God who takes our grief and confusion in hand and 
brings some semblance of peace and reassurance? Easy answers are not forthcoming. Instead we hope. 
 
Someone once described hope as the middle child, overshadowed by her two bigger sisters - faith and love. As a result, 
hope can be misconstrued as optimism or wishful thinking. The 14th century mystic, Blessed Julian of Norwich, offered a 
simple and yet succinct description of hope: “All will be well, and all will be well, and all manner of things will be well.” She 
did not say all will be well right now or tomorrow or even in our lifetime. Instead, she describes hope as a virtue for the 
long haul. It strains to see behind obstacles, which at first glance, seem impassable. In time, we are given wings to fly and 
strength to not only endure, but also to arise anew and to trust in a God whose love never fails. 
 
Food for Thought 

Hope is the thing with feathers 
that perches in the soul 

And sings the tunes without the words 
And never stops at all… 

--Emily Dickinson. 
 
The words of the poet describe hope as light and feathery, singing an endless song of possibility. When you are tempted 
by fatigue, discouragement, or cynicism to despair, let the words of this poem settle into your heart. What song of hope 
points you back towards God? 
 
It can be tempting to get lost in the details of our lives and our work and thus lose sight of the good work, which is being 
done. As parents and teachers, strive to be a beacon of hope for your family, community, and all those you serve. Look 
for opportunities to offer words of encouragement and focus on the good news of our Lord. That kind of Hope is our 
bedrock. 
 
Kudos and Thank You’s 
On the Thursday before we left for Thanksgiving Break, OLA 8

TH
 grader, Maggie Kauderer, participated in the Diocesan 

Speech Contest.  The topic of the contest was as follows:  “Our Catholic Church sees the beauty, glory, and dignity of the 
human person and, therefore, can never stop insisting that the body be loved and treasured from the moment of 
conception until the moment of natural death.  How can you be a driving force to promote this message to your 
generation?”  
 

 



Maggie presented an outstanding speech, and she impressed all in the room.   She placed third overall in the competition!  
We are so proud of this magnificent accomplishment, and we are proud of Maggie who is a fine example of faith and 
scholarship in our student body. 
 
In our last bulletin we acknowledged our OLA JV and Varsity Cross Country teams for an outstanding season and PAL 
Tournament.  Once again, we congratulate the team and their phenomenal coach, Angela Escay, for a great season! 
 
Last week, the St. Vincent de Paul Food Locker fed 146 families and 557 people.  Many thanks to all of our students and 
their families for bringing in food for our annual Thanksgiving Food Drive.  A special thanks goes out to Mrs. Gilmour and 
her 7

th
 grade families for their extra effort in providing food.  Together they purchased $848.40 worth of food at Winco.  

The SVdP reported that the bountiful harvest of generosity from school families manufactured smiles on many faces last 
week.  
 
FACTS/ACH Follow-up 
We have completed the switch-over to FACTS, and I want to thank our parents again for your cooperation, patience, and 
flexibility through this transition.  The Diocesan attorney is still in communication with our former ACH service to get 
complete written assurances that all of our families’ checking accounts are safe from tampering due to the terminated 
contract we had with them. Please be mindful of your accounts until we have validation in writing of their security. 
 
Parish Photo Directory 
We would love to see your family represented in our Parish Photo Directory!! Our last directory was published in 2009, 
and we had almost 500 families in the book.  By participating, parishioners are able to put names to faces! 
▪All OLA Families are requested to be a part of this Directory! 
▪Participation is free! 
▪Photo sessions are quick and can be formal or informal. 
▪You will receive a free 8x10 portrait from your photo session. 
▪You will receive a free photo directory 
▪Optional, you can order additional prints, Christmas photo cards, etc. 
▪If you cannot schedule a photo session, you can submit a family photo of your own. 
  
There are just a few days of photo sessions left; with slots available on each day (limited) 
Wednesday 12/3 through Saturday 12/6 and Tuesday, 12/30. Email Jane Ricci at development@olaparish.net to make an 
appointment. 

  
Inspirational Book 
Longtime OLA parishioners Sally and Dave Leatherby have graciously donated their book, Our Faith Journey, to Our Lady 
of the Assumption School.  OLA has a special place in the Leatherby’s hearts, and they have a special place in ours.  
Every family will receive a complimentary copy that will be sent home tomorrow with your oldest child.   
 

God bless, 

Robert Love 

 
 
 

This Week at OLA 
 

Food Locker 
Grade 6: December 1 – December 5 
 
Field Trip 
Thursday, December 4: Grades 4 & 5 to see “Holiday Tapestry” 
 
Thursday Dismissal Time  
Thursday, December 4th: School will be dismissed at 3:00pm. 
 
Friday – What to Wear 
Friday, December 5th, is a minimum day, with dismissal at noon. We will attend Mass at 11:00 a.m., prepared 
by the 5th grade. Please have students wear their full school uniforms. 
 
9:30 am Parish Mass 
Sunday, December 7th, the 5th grade will serve as the choir 
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Next Week at OLA 
 

Food Locker 
Grade 7: December 8 – December 12 
 
8:00am Mass 
Monday, December 8th, Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Preschool – 8th grade 
 
PTG Meeting 
Tuesday, December 9th, at a new start time of 2:00, in Seaton Hall 
 
Guest Speaker 
Thursday, December 11, the 7th and 8th graders will have a Guest Speaker from We Act. This is a group 
involved with Social Justice that empowers students to think about people who are less fortunate than 
themselves. More information about the program can be found at the following link: http://www.weday.com/we-
act/we-act-program/#1 
 
We also highly recommend viewing the video and reading the information on the CBS Web site: 
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/promise-to-help-children-kept-17-years-later/ 
 
Thursday Dismissal Time  
Thursday, December 11th: School will be dismissed at 2:20pm. 
 
Friday – What to Wear 
Friday, December 12th, is a full day of school. As it is the second Friday of the month, students may wear 
appropriate free dress bottoms with Spirit Wear tops. 
 
Breakfast With Santa 
Sunday, December 14th, from 8:00am to 11:30am, in the OLA gym 

 
 
 
 

Scrip 
 

Scrip Christmas Boutique 
Wow, what a great Christmas boutique put on by the OLA Scrip team.  Thank you to everyone who attended 
and for supporting OLA.  We sold a whopping $31,630.00 in scrip! This number includes pre-sales, sales in the 
office, sales at the event, and the sales that are still pending. 
 
Christmas is right around the corner, so remember to buy those Scrip cards before you head out shopping. 
There are Scrip cards for many of your favorite places to shop. Happy shopping! 

 
 
 
 

Parish News 
 

Junior High, High School, & Young Adult Programs 
We are creating programs for each of these groups and would love to have your input.  Please feel free to call 
and make an appointment to speak with Fr. Eduino.  If it is more convenient for you, you may email your ideas 
to pastor@olaparish.net or development@olaparish.net.  Thank you for your participation! 
 
Family Mass and High School/Young Adult Masses 
We would love to have your input on tailoring the 9:30a.m. Masses for families and tailoring the 7:30p.m. 
Masses for High School and Young Adults.  YOUR input is VITAL to this endeavor! Please to call and make an 
appointment to share your ideas with Fr. Eduino or if it is more convenient for you, you may email your ideas to 
pastor@olaparish.net or development@olaparish.net.  Thank you for your assistance. 

http://www.weday.com/we-act/we-act-program/#1
http://www.weday.com/we-act/we-act-program/#1
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/promise-to-help-children-kept-17-years-later/
mailto:pastor@olaparish.net
mailto:development@olaparish.net
mailto:pastor@olaparish.net
mailto:development@olaparish.net


Bits and Pieces 
 

Service Opportunity 
Help is needed to check people in for the Parish Directory Photo Sessions taking place in Seton Hall.  You may volunteer 
for as many shifts as you would like.  These service opportunities can be served with your child (grade 5 and above). 
December 3rd:  1:00-3:00, 2:45-5:00, 4:45-7:00, 6:45-9:00 
December 4th:  2:45-5:00, 4:45-7:00, 6:45-9:00 
December 5th:  1:00-3:00, 2:45-5:00, 4:45-7:00, 6:45-9:00 
December 6th:  1:00-3:00, 2:45-5:00, 4:45-7:00, 6:45-9:00 
December 30th: 1:00-3:00, 2:45-5:00, 4:45-7:00, 6:45-9:00 
 

Thank you for considering these service opportunities.  To sign up, please contact Jane Ricci at 
development@olaparish.net or 481-5115. 
 
Santa Grams 
Starting Wednesday, December 3 through Friday, December 12, the eighth grade will be selling Santa Grams. The 
proceeds will benefit Kids in Need of Desks (K.I.N.D.) UNICEF USA. Please see attached flyer for more details. 
 
Breakfast With Santa 
Breakfast with Santa is almost here! On Sunday, December 14

th
, Santa will be in the OLA gym, from 8:00a.m. to 

11:30a.m.  Photos with Santa will be offered for $4 - $10. You may even want to have some breakfast prepared by The 
Knights of Columbus.  The cost of breakfast is $5.00 for adults, $3.00 for children, and $17.00 for a family. Mrs. Claus, the 
Women’s Council, will have sweet treats for purchase, and the Secret Shoppe will be full of fantastic finds for the children 
to purchase.  If you decide to join the fun, please bring breakfast food items to donate to the St. Vincent de Paul Food 
Locker.  Questions, contact Colene Crowley, colene@crowleywater.com, or Nancy Dyer, nancyperham@hotmail.com.   
 

The Breakfast with Santa event is in need of a few more good helpers on December 13
th
 and 14

th
. Please take a peek at 

the Breakfast with Santa online sign-ups via School Speak, and sign up if you are able to lend a hand. Thank you!   
 
Santa Needs Some Helpers to Help Stock Up the Secret Shop! 
Please bring your gently used Treasures and Trinkets to help stock the Santa Secret Shop. We need gifts for moms, 
Dads, siblings, and Grandparents. Simply leave your items in the front office, and Santa’s OLA elves will take care of the 
rest. 
 
Parent Help Needed 
Help is needed at the Cottage Way gate in the mornings 7:30am until 8:00am. If you can spare a morning or be a 
permanent back up, please email Stephanie Cates at cates@olaparish.net. 
 
Father-Daughter Dance  
The Father-Daughter dance is scheduled for February 6, 2015, at Arden Hills. The evening will have an 80s theme that is 
certain to be totally tubular!  For those who were not able to sign up at the auction, you may still do so!  The event cost is 
$50 per family.  If you would like to join in the fun, please send a check in to the school office, clearly marked 
"Father-Daughter Dance."  
 
Academic Talent Search Summer Classes at CSUS 
Academic Talent Search is summer program of enrichment classes for students currently in grades 4-9. The program is 
academically challenging and requires a pretest to register. The test is required, but there is no minimum score required. 
We will be offering the ATS test at OLA on February 2, after school, at 3:15pm. Last year, we had about 10 students take 
the test and participate in the program. 
 

There are some great course offerings, like beginning Japanese, engineering roller coasters, LEGO robotics, Reader’s 
Theater, Latin, Anime, Algebra, Geometry, Web design, Mock trial, and Neuropsychology!! This is a regulated test 
procedure. Anyone interested must pick up a signup sheet from Mrs. Bloom, and return it to her before January 12 with a 
check for $15.00. Again, the test itself is February 2, 2015 at OLA. 
 

If you would like more information, please stop by the library for brochures and signup sheets. You can also learn more at 
www.csus.edu/coe/ats. 
 
Fund-an-Item 
Thank you to all who contributed to our Fund-an-Item for technology. Anyone who would still like to make a donation may 
do so in the school office. For more information about our technology upgrade vision, please click on the following link to 
view a clip created by the Video Production class:  http://youtu.be/qmWMze5KgGY 
 
Hot Lunch Menu 

The current hot lunch menu can be accessed here:  http://school.olaparish.net/students/hot-lunch-program 
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Starting Wednesday, December 3 through Friday, December 
12, the eighth grade will be selling Santa Grams. The 
proceeds will benefit Kids in Need of Desks (K.I.N.D.) UNICEF 
USA, which provides desks for school children in Malawi.  
The organization also provides scholarships for girls’ 
education.  Please take the time to search the site, and view 
the 3:40 minute video. 
 
Santa Grams are Christmas wishes which can be sent to 
friends, a sister, a brother, a cousin, or any school staff 
member.  Parents may also want to send some to their 
children.  Fr. Eduino may enjoy receiving a Santa Gram, too! 
 
Each Santa Gram will have a candy cane attached to it and 
will be delivered on Monday, December 15 and Tuesday, 
December 16.  The cost is $.50 for each Santa Gram. 
 
Santa Grams will be sold outside during morning and lunch 
recesses, in the office or in the eighth grade classroom. 
 
Thank you for supporting K.I.N.D. UNICEF, 
Mrs. Smith and the Eighth Grade Class 

SANTA  GRAMS 



Secret Santa Shop 

December 14 
 

  

        

 

 

Santa’s Helpers Need You! 
 

It’s time to clean out those closets and garages for the 

Secret Santa Shop.  Please donate your reusable toys, 

and gifts for mom & dad. 

   

We also appreciate any new or used Christmas gift bags 

(or gift wrap), and trimmings. 

 

Just drop off your items in the School’s front office. 

 

If you are interested in volunteer hours, please contact  

Shane de La Chapelle at 489-9173. 
 



November 18, 2014 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

Thank you for your interest in having your child 
participate in our Christmas Eve Mass at either 4:00 
or 6:00 p.m.  We are delighted to have you! 

 
Participation requires rehearsals in the church, and the schedule is 

provided below.  Please be on time for rehearsals.  

 

4:00 P.M. Mass 
Wednesday, December 10 -– 4:00-5:00 P.M 

Wednesday, December 17 – 4:00-5:00 P.M 

Thursday, December 18 – 4:00-5:00 P.M 

 

 

6:00 P.M. Mass 
Wednesday, December 10 -- 5:00-6:00 P.M. 

Wednesday, December 17 -- 5:00-6:00 P.M. 

Thursday, December 18 --5:00-6:00 P.M. 

 

Wednesday, December 24:  Arrive at St. John’s Hall 45 minutes before Mass to get 
your costume. This is a crowded Mass so parents and family members will want to 

secure their seats early.  
 
Please sign below to indicate that you are giving permission for your child to 

perform in the Christmas Eve Mass and to attend ALL of the rehearsals.  
 

Thank you, and best wishes for a blessed Advent and Christmas! 

Rose Ross and Robert Love 
 
 

 
  
 

 
Please indicate which Mass your child will be participating in: 

 
____ 4:00 P.M. ____  6:00 P.M.  
 

Child’s Name and Grade:    
 

Parent’s Signature:    
 
I am willing to help as a volunteer for rehearsals and at the Mass.  __Yes  __ No 



8TH GRADE FUNDRAISER 
FOR WASHINGTON, DC 

 

PAVILLIONS CAR WASH  
GIFT CARDS FOR SALE! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$24 each 
A PORTION OF THE PROCEEDS WILL GO 

TOWARDS THE 8TH GRADE DC TRIP! 
 

GIFT CARDS MAY BE PURCHASED FROM AN 
8TH GRADER OR IN THE FRONT OFFICE FROM 

ANGELICA FORTIN (SCRIP) 
 





 



Scrip Order Form 
 
Date: ____  Name: _______________________ 
 

Child’s Name (if different): 
______________________ Grade _____ 
Payment:   
Cash ________   Check Number _______ 
 
 

Retailer % Price # Total 

Ace Hardware 4 $25    
 

Ace Hardware 4 $100    
 

Aeropostle 7 $25    
 

Amazon 3 $25    
 

Am Eagle Outfitters 10 $25    
 

American Express 1.25 $25    
 

American Express 1.25 $100    
 

Applebee's 8 $25    
 

Arco 1.50 $50    
 

Arco 1.50 $100    
 

Barnes & Noble 9 $10    
 

Barnes & Noble 9 $25    
 

Bath & Body Works 13 $10    
 

Bath & Body Works 13 $25    
 

Bed, Bath and 
Beyond 

7 $25    
 

Big 5 8 $25    
 

CA Pizza Kitchen 4 $10    
 

Century Theatres 4 $25    
 

Cheesecake 
Factory 

5 $25    
 

Chevron 1 $50    
 

Chevy's/El Torito 8 $25    
 

Chilis/Macaroni 
Grill/On the Border 

11 $25   

Chipotle 10 $10   

Retailer % Price # Total 

Claire's 9 $10    
 

Cold Stone 
Creamery 

8 $10    
 

Crate & Barrel 9 $25    
 

CVS Pharmacy 6 $25    
 

Disney 2 $25    
 

Disney 2 $100    
 

Game Stop 3 $25    
 

GAP/Old Navy/ 
Ban. Rep. 

14 $25    
 

Gymboree 13 $25   

Hallmark 4 $25    
 

Hagen's Orange 
Freeze 

10 $20    
 

Home Depot 4 $25    
 

Home Depot 4 $100    
 

IHop 8 $25   

iTunes 5 $15    
 

iTunes 5 $25    
 

J. Crew 13 $25    
 

Jamba Juice 7 $10    
 

Kohls 4 $25    
 

Leatherby's 10 $5    
 

Macy's 10 $25    
 

Marshalls/TJ Max 7 $25    
 

Michael's 4 $25    
 

Miyagi Bar & Sushi 10 $25   

Nike 12 $25   

Panera 9 $10    
 

Peet's Coffee & Tea 8 $20    
 

PetSmart 4 $25    
 

PinkBerry 5 $10    
 

Pottery Barn/ 
Williams & Sonoma 

8 $25    
 

Quiznos 10 $10   

Retailer % Price # Total 

Raley’s  4 $25    
 

Raley’s 4 $100    
 

Red Lobster/ 
Olive Garden 

9 $25    
 

Red Robin 9 $25    
 

REI 8 $25    
 

Rite Aid 4 $25   

Safeway 4 $25    
 

Safeway 4 $100    
 

SaveMart 2 $25   

SaveMart 2 $100    
 

See's Candy 20 $18    
 

Shell  2.50 $50    
 

Smart & Final 3 $50    
 

Smash Burger 10 $10    
 

Sports Authority 8 $25    
 

Staples  5 $25    
 

Starbucks 7 $10    
 

Starbucks 7 $25    
 

Subway 3 $10    
 

Subway 3 $50    
 

Taco Bell 5 $10    
 

Target 2 $25    
 

Target 2 $100    
 

Toys-R-Us 1.50 $20    
 

UA/Regal Cinemas 8 $25    
 

Walgreens 6 $25    
 

Wal-Mart/ 
Sam's Club 

2.5 $100    
 

Wendy's 4 $10    
 

Whole Foods 3 $25   
 

Whole Foods 3 $100   

YoYo Yogurt 10 $10   

TOTAL   

 


