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With Hands to Serve and Hearts to Love      
 

Goodness:  Our Virtue of the Week 
 

Goodness is recognizing we are made in the image and likeness of God, and making choices to demonstrate our love for 
God and our neighbor. 
 
Scripture Reference 
Psalm 34:15 
 
Turn from evil and do good, seek peace and pursue it. 
 
 “God is good.” How often do we affirm this belief when something goes our way? This same sentiment is expressed 
repeatedly in the Bible, no matter which way the winds of fate blow. “Taste and see that the LORD is good…” the Psalmist 
wrote. It is an invitation to discover anew the essential goodness of God, and a reminder of being made in His image and 
likeness. Catholic belief embraces not only the goodness of God, but also the goodness of all God’s creation. The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church states, “God is infinitely good, and all His works are good.” (385) Such an 
understanding helps us not only face the evil existing in the world but gives us hope and courage to counter it by letting 
our light shine, as Jesus asked, so all the world might glorify God.  
 
Goodness in Action 
“Real education should consist of drawing the goodness and the best out of our own students. What better books can 
there be than the book of humanity?” ~ Cesar Chavez 
 
The connection between goodness and humanity is what Chavez referred to as education of the heart.  
 
One of the most important ways we teach children is by offering opportunities to put faith into action. When students apply 
what they learn, they learn at a much deeper level and achieve greater levels of understanding. Each year, we ask our 
students to participate in age-appropriate service projects, and these projects also involve our students’ families.  When 
students leave OLA, they frequently comment in their exit interviews about how they learned about the value of service 
here.  There is indeed life-giving value at the heart of service, and it is goodness in itself.   
 
Parents can reflect with their children on the virtue of goodness by stressing the importance of reaching out to those in 
need, as well as to those around us each day. In this way, the importance of “good works,” which is essential to Catholic 
teaching, is emphasized and encouraged.  To borrow from one of literature’s great figures, Jean Valjean, “To love another 
person is to see the face of God!” 
 
Please Support Wellspring This Christmas 
The OLA Student Council's annual drive to support the Wellspring Women's Center begins this week! 
From Monday, December 8th - Thursday, December 18

th
, the Student Council will be collecting donations to benefit the 

12 Days of Christmas program at the Wellspring Women's Center.  
  
Wellspring Women's Center has provided respite and services to the women and children of Sacramento's Oak Park 
neighborhood for over 28 years. Wellspring serves as a drop-in center to over 200 women and children each weekday 
and offers four different programs: Nutritious Meal Program, Children's Corner Program, Safety Net Support Program, and 
Women's Wellness. During the afternoon, guests may obtain mental health counseling from a staff social worker and 
interns. Wellspring staff members assist guests with referrals for needed services, and local agencies provide outreach at 
Wellspring so that community resources are not duplicated. 
  
Each year the OLA Student Council collects monetary donations from our community and goes shopping for 
Wellspring. The students buy food, diapers, personal care items, and clothing for the women and children. Wellspring 
depends on our support, so any donation large or small makes a difference. Thank you for your generous support over 
the years to this wonderful program! If you have any questions or would like more information about Wellspring, please 
contact Lisa Coffman or Taryn Wright at  coffman@olaparish.net or  twright@olaparish.net. 
 
Space Still Open for Christmas Eve Mass “Pageant” 
OLA Parish is bringing back an old and cherished tradition this Christmas Eve.  Our children will be enacting the Liturgy of 
the Word at the 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Masses.  Quite a few children have signed up, but we have room 
for more, especially for the 6:00 p.m. Mass.  We also need a baby to play the Baby Jesus. Children of all ages are needed 
to participate.  If your child can participate, please contact Mr. Love or Mrs. Ross. Below is the rehearsal schedule: 
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4:00 P.M. Mass 6:00 P.M. Mass 

Wednesday, December 10 -– 4:00-5:00 P.M Wednesday, December 10 -- 5:00-6:00 P.M. 

Wednesday, December 17 – 4:00-5:00 P.M Wednesday, December 17 -- 5:00-6:00 P.M. 

Thursday, December 18 – 4:00-5:00 P.M Thursday, December 18 --5:00-6:00 P.M. 

  
Christmas Program 
We are excited to present another Christmas Program again this Advent.  Our Program will be held on Tuesday, 
December 16, at 7:00 p.m.  The encore matinee performance will take place the following morning, Wednesday, 
December 17, at 9:30 a.m.  That Wednesday will be a 9:00 a.m. late start for the students.  Parents who need to drop 
their students off at the regular 8:00 a.m. time may do so, and your child will go to Extension at no charge.  Please let the 
Extension program know that you will be using their services that morning so they can be prepared to accommodate all of 
the students who show up. 
 

God bless, 

Robert Love 

 

 

 
Christmas Program Attire   

 
The following is the list of clothing each class will wear in the show: 
 
Preschool: Sunday best 
Kinder: Sunday best 
First: Will be shepherds (outer costumes provided) families will need to have children wear solid dark pants  

and socks - brown, grey, or black with pastel or neutral colored solid tops 
Second: Will also be shepherds (outer costumes provided) families will need to have children wear solid dark  

pants and socks - brown, grey, or black with pastel or neutral colored solid tops  
Third: Black bottoms and solid color RED top 
Fourth: Black bottoms and solid WHITE top 
Fifth: Black bottoms and solid GREEN top 
Sixth: Black bottoms and solid RED top 
Seventh: Black bottoms and solid GREEN top 
Eighth: Costumes provided according to student’s role 
 
Dress shoes, please.  No tennis shoes. 
 
Families in grades 3-8 may allow their children to wear the uniform NAVY BLUE school pants, that are neatly 
pressed, in lieu of black slacks.  No tights or yoga pants, please.  

 

 
 
 
 

Scrip 
 

16 More Shopping Days Until Christmas 
Can you believe there are only 16 more shopping days until Christmas!  Do you still have presents to buy? A 
Scrip gift card is always a nice present for that certain someone who is hard to buy for.  Remember, we have 
Scrip for many of the stores you usually shop at such as: Target, Macy’s, Toys-R-US and, of course, too many 
more to mention.  Take a look at the Scrip order form at the end of the bulletin to see what other great 
merchants are available. 

 
 



This Week at OLA 
 

Food Locker 
Grade 7: December 8 – December 12 
 
Guest Speaker 
Thursday, December 11, the 7th and 8th graders will have a Guest Speaker from We Act. This is a group 
involved with Social Justice that empowers students to think about people who are less fortunate than 
themselves. More information about the program can be found at the following link: 
http://www.weday.com/we-act/we-act-program/#1 
 
We also highly recommend viewing the video and reading the information on the CBS Web site: 
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/promise-to-help-children-kept-17-years-later/ 
 
Thursday Dismissal Time  
Thursday, December 11th: School will be dismissed at 2:20pm. 
 
Friday – What to Wear 
Friday, December 12th, is a full day of school. As it is the second Friday of the month, students may wear 
appropriate free dress bottoms with Spirit Wear tops. 
 
Breakfast With Santa 

Sunday, December 14th, from 8:00am to 11:30am, in the OLA gym 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Week at OLA 
 

Food Locker 
Grade 8: December 15 – December 19 
 
Christmas Program 
Tuesday, December 16, at 7:00pm, in the church. Students need to report to their classrooms at 6:30pm. 
Repeat performance on Wednesday, December 17, at 9:30 am 
 
LATE START! 
On Wednesday, December 17, school will start at 9:00 am 
 
1st Grade Christmas Play 
Thursday, December 18, at 1:30 pm, in the gym 
 
Christmas Spirit Days 
Thursday, December 18th, and Friday, December 19th, students may wear Christmas colors or appropriate 
holiday themed attire to school. 
 
Thursday Dismissal Time  
Thursday, December 18th: School will be dismissed at 2:20pm. 
 
Friday Dismissal Time 
Friday, December 19th, is a minimum day with dismissal at 12:00 noon. 
 
Christmas Vacation 
Vacation begins on Monday, December 22nd. School resumes on Monday, January 5th. 
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Bits and Pieces 
 

Service Recognition 
OLA School received a letter of special recognition from the city of Bethlehem, Palestine, in gratitude for students’ service 
under the direction of Mrs. Gilmour. A copy of the document is attached. 

 

Parish Directory 
No need to PANIC, if you did not make it to a photo session yet!  We have one remaining day of photo appointments - 
December 30

th 
with times ranging from 2:30-9:00p.m. Please call 916.481.5115 to schedule an appointment before they 

run out!  
  

If you have already had your photo session and ordered additional photos, you should receive them prior to December 
25

th
.  If you did not order additional photos, you will be notified when they arrive at the Parish Office for you to pick up.   

If you are looking for parish service hours, there are a few “Check In” shifts remaining on December 30
th
.  Call Jane at 

916.481.5115 to schedule – Thank you! 
 

Santa Grams 
The eighth grade is selling Santa Grams through Friday, December 12,. The proceeds will benefit Kids in Need of Desks 
(K.I.N.D.) UNICEF USA. Please see attached flyer for more details. 

 

Breakfast With Santa 
Breakfast with Santa is almost here! On Sunday, December 14

th
, Santa will be in the OLA gym, from 8:00a.m. to 

11:30a.m.  Photos with Santa will be offered for $4 - $10. You may even want to have some breakfast prepared by The 
Knights of Columbus.  The cost of breakfast is $5.00 for adults, $3.00 for children, and $17.00 for a family. Mrs. Claus, the 
Women’s Council, will have sweet treats for purchase, and the Secret Shoppe will be full of fantastic finds for the children 
to purchase.  If you decide to join the fun, please bring breakfast food items to donate to the St. Vincent de Paul Food 
Locker.  Questions, contact Colene Crowley, colene@crowleywater.com, or Nancy Dyer, nancyperham@hotmail.com.   

 

The Breakfast with Santa event is in need of a few more good helpers on December 13
th
 and 14

th
. Please take a peek at 

the Breakfast with Santa online sign-ups via School Speak, and sign up if you are able to lend a hand. Thank you!   
 

Santa Needs Some Helpers to Help Stock Up the Secret Shop! 
Please bring your gently used Treasures and Trinkets to help stock the Santa Secret Shop. We need gifts for moms, 
Dads, siblings, and Grandparents. Simply leave your items in the front office, and Santa’s OLA elves will take care of the 
rest. 

 

Save The Date 
Grandparents’ Day is scheduled for January 28

th
 -- time TBD. 

 

Parent Help Needed 
Help is needed at the Cottage Way gate in the mornings 7:30am until 8:00am. If you can spare a morning or be a 
permanent back up, please email Stephanie Cates at cates@olaparish.net. 

 

Father-Daughter Dance  
The Father-Daughter dance is scheduled for February 6, 2015, at Arden Hills. The evening will have an 80s theme that is 
certain to be totally tubular!  For those who were not able to sign up at the auction, you may still do so!  The event cost is 
$50 per family.  If you would like to join in the fun, please send a check in to the school office, clearly marked 
"Father-Daughter Dance."  

 

Academic Talent Search Summer Classes at CSUS 
Academic Talent Search is summer program of enrichment classes for students currently in grades 4-9. The program is 
academically challenging and requires a pretest to register. The test is required, but there is no minimum score required. 
We will be offering the ATS test at OLA on February 2, after school, at 3:15pm. Last year, we had about 10 students take 
the test and participate in the program. 

 

There are some great course offerings, like beginning Japanese, engineering roller coasters, LEGO robotics, Reader’s 
Theater, Latin, Anime, Algebra, Geometry, Web design, Mock trial, and Neuropsychology!! This is a regulated test 
procedure. Anyone interested must pick up a signup sheet from Mrs. Bloom, and return it to her before January 12 with a 
check for $15.00. Again, the test itself is February 2, 2015 at OLA. 

 

If you would like more information, please stop by the library for brochures and signup sheets. You can also learn more at 
www.csus.edu/coe/ats. 

 

Hot Lunch Menu 

The current hot lunch menu can be accessed here:  http://school.olaparish.net/students/hot-lunch-program 
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Parish News 
 

Prayer Request 
A member of our parish family has asked for our prayers. Recently diagnosed with stage four cancer, she 
believes, with faith, that our prayers will give her, her husband, and their children the spiritual strength they will 
need to cope with this challenge. Thank you for keeping this family in your prayers during this Advent Season. 
 
Junior High, High School, & Young Adult Programs 
We are creating programs for each of these groups and would love to have your input.  Please feel free to call 
and make an appointment to speak with Fr. Eduino.  If it is more convenient for you, you may email your ideas 
to pastor@olaparish.net or development@olaparish.net.  Thank you for your participation! 
 
Family Mass and High School/Young Adult Masses 
We would love to have your input on tailoring the 9:30a.m. Masses for families and tailoring the 7:30p.m. 
Masses for High School and Young Adults.  YOUR input is VITAL to this endeavor! Please to call and make an 
appointment to share your ideas with Fr. Eduino or if it is more convenient for you, you may email your ideas to 
pastor@olaparish.net or development@olaparish.net.  Thank you for your assistance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hands to Serve ~ Hearts to L♥ve 
 

Ryan Sax (Gr. 8) For escorting a younger student to the office and treating him so kindly when the student had  
an accident. (Mrs. Eaddy) 

Emma Kropf (Gr.5) Being helpful with extra clean-up at the end of class. (Mrs. Jacobs) 
Andy Stidger (Gr. 6) Ryann Strawn (Gr. 3) Katie Umfress (Gr. 3) Mason Strawn (Gr. 3)and Payton 
Ruggles (Gr. 3) For helping with morning cones. (Mrs. Cates) 
Tali Lucchetti (Gr. 3) and Chase McQuoid (Gr. 3) Staying after school to sweep the floor on Halloween.  

(Mrs. Laura Smith) 
Charlie Hurley (Gr. 7) For extra work and caring during crossing duty! (Mrs. Bloom) 
OLA Parents! For all the wonderful volunteers who helped make the Book Fair a success. (Mrs. Bloom) 
Maddie Fahey (Gr. 6) Helped pass out forms. (Mr. Tateishi) 
Cooper Davey (Gr. 5) Picked up trash, sweatshirts, and balls after lunch recess without being asked. “Good  

job Cooper!” (Mrs. Cates) 
Alex Martinez (Gr. 7) and Julia Long (Gr. 7) For voluntarily picking up the oil pastels off the floor and wiping  

up the smudges. (Mrs. Jacobs) 
7th Grade: Earned $848.40 to buy food for the St. Vincent de Paul Food Locker. (Mrs. Gilmour) 
Brennan Huetter (Gr. 3) Ty Ross (Gr. 3) and Caitlin Fortin (Gr. 3) Thank you for staying behind at art time  

to help a friend solve a problem. (Mrs. Laura Smith) 
Andy Stidger (Gr. 6) For being nice! (Mr. Tateishi) 
Gigi DeBenedetti (Gr. 3) Thank you for opening the gate and church door for me when I was pushing the  

video equipment cart over for Mass. (Mrs. Rutledge)
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Starting Wednesday, December 3 through Friday, December 
12, the eighth grade will be selling Santa Grams. The 
proceeds will benefit Kids in Need of Desks (K.I.N.D.) UNICEF 
USA, which provides desks for school children in Malawi.  
The organization also provides scholarships for girls’ 
education.  Please take the time to search the site, and view 
the 3:40 minute video. 
 
Santa Grams are Christmas wishes which can be sent to 
friends, a sister, a brother, a cousin, or any school staff 
member.  Parents may also want to send some to their 
children.  Fr. Eduino may enjoy receiving a Santa Gram, too! 
 
Each Santa Gram will have a candy cane attached to it and 
will be delivered on Monday, December 15 and Tuesday, 
December 16.  The cost is $.50 for each Santa Gram. 
 
Santa Grams will be sold outside during morning and lunch 
recesses, in the office or in the eighth grade classroom. 
 
Thank you for supporting K.I.N.D. UNICEF, 
Mrs. Smith and the Eighth Grade Class 

SANTA  GRAMS 



Secret Santa Shop 

December 14 
 

  

        

 

 

Santa’s Helpers Need You! 
 

It’s time to clean out those closets and garages for the 

Secret Santa Shop.  Please donate your reusable toys, 

and gifts for mom & dad. 

   

We also appreciate any new or used Christmas gift bags 

(or gift wrap), and trimmings. 

 

Just drop off your items in the School’s front office. 

 

If you are interested in volunteer hours, please contact  

Shane de La Chapelle at 489-9173. 
 



November 18, 2014 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

Thank you for your interest in having your child 
participate in our Christmas Eve Mass at either 4:00 
or 6:00 p.m.  We are delighted to have you! 

 
Participation requires rehearsals in the church, and the schedule is 

provided below.  Please be on time for rehearsals.  

 

4:00 P.M. Mass 
Wednesday, December 10 -– 4:00-5:00 P.M 

Wednesday, December 17 – 4:00-5:00 P.M 

Thursday, December 18 – 4:00-5:00 P.M 

 

 

6:00 P.M. Mass 
Wednesday, December 10 -- 5:00-6:00 P.M. 

Wednesday, December 17 -- 5:00-6:00 P.M. 

Thursday, December 18 --5:00-6:00 P.M. 

 

Wednesday, December 24:  Arrive at St. John’s Hall 45 minutes before Mass to get 
your costume. This is a crowded Mass so parents and family members will want to 

secure their seats early.  
 
Please sign below to indicate that you are giving permission for your child to 

perform in the Christmas Eve Mass and to attend ALL of the rehearsals.  
 

Thank you, and best wishes for a blessed Advent and Christmas! 

Rose Ross and Robert Love 
 
 

 
  
 

 
Please indicate which Mass your child will be participating in: 

 
____ 4:00 P.M. ____  6:00 P.M.  
 

Child’s Name and Grade:    
 

Parent’s Signature:    
 
I am willing to help as a volunteer for rehearsals and at the Mass.  __Yes  __ No 



8TH GRADE FUNDRAISER 
FOR WASHINGTON, DC 

 

PAVILLIONS CAR WASH  
GIFT CARDS FOR SALE! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$24 each 
A PORTION OF THE PROCEEDS WILL GO 

TOWARDS THE 8TH GRADE DC TRIP! 
 

GIFT CARDS MAY BE PURCHASED FROM AN 
8TH GRADER OR IN THE FRONT OFFICE FROM 

ANGELICA FORTIN (SCRIP) 
 





 



Scrip Order Form 
 
Date: ____  Name: _______________________ 
 

Child’s Name (if different): 
 

______________________ Grade _____ 
Payment:   
 

Cash ________   Check Number _______ 
 
 

Retailer % Price # Total 

Ace Hardware 4 $25    
 

Ace Hardware 4 $100    
 

Aeropostle 7 $25    
 

Amazon 3 $25    
 

Am Eagle Outfitters 10 $25    
 

American Express 1.25 $25    
 

American Express 1.25 $100    
 

Applebee's 8 $25    
 

Arco 1.50 $50    
 

Arco 1.50 $100    
 

Barnes & Noble 9 $10    
 

Barnes & Noble 9 $25    
 

Bath & Body Works 13 $10    
 

Bath & Body Works 13 $25    
 

Bed, Bath and 
Beyond 

7 $25    
 

Big 5 8 $25    
 

CA Pizza Kitchen 4 $10    
 

Century Theatres 4 $25    
 

Cheesecake 
Factory 

5 $25    
 

Chevron 1 $50    
 

Chevy's/El Torito 8 $25    
 

Chilis/Macaroni 
Grill/On the Border 

11 $25   

Chipotle 10 $10   

Retailer % Price # Total 

Claire's 9 $10   
 

Cold Stone 
Creamery 

8 $10   
 

Crate & Barrel 9 $25   
 

CVS Pharmacy 6 $25   
 

Disney 2 $25   
 

Disney 2 $100   
 

Game Stop 3 $25   
 

GAP/Old Navy/ 
Ban. Rep. 

14 $25   
 

Gymboree 13 $25   

Hallmark 4 $25   
 

Hagen's Orange 
Freeze 

10 $20   
 

Home Depot 4 $25   
 

Home Depot 4 $100   
 

IHop 8 $25   

iTunes 5 $15   
 

iTunes 5 $25   
 

J. Crew 13 $25   
 

Jamba Juice 7 $10   
 

Kohls 4 $25   
 

Leatherby's 10 $5   
 

Macy's 10 $25   
 

Marshalls/TJ Max 7 $25   
 

Michael's 4 $25   
 

Miyagi Bar & Sushi 10 $25   

Nike 12 $25   

Panda Express 8 $25 
  

Panera 9 $10   
 

Peet's Coffee & Tea 8 $20   
 

PetSmart 4 $25   
 

PinkBerry 5 $10   
 

Pottery Barn/ 
Williams & Sonoma 

8 $25    

 

Retailer % Price # Total 

Quiznos 10 $10 
  

Raley’s  4 $25   
 

Raley’s 4 $100   
 

Red Lobster/ 
Olive Garden 

9 $25   
 

Red Robin 9 $25   
 

REI 8 $25    

Rite Aid 4 $25 
  

Safeway 4 $25   
 

Safeway 4 $100    

SaveMart 2 $25 
  

SaveMart 2 $100   
 

See's Candy 20 $18   
 

Shell  2.50 $50   
 

Smart & Final 3 $50   
 

Smash Burger 10 $10   
 

Sports Authority 8 $25   
 

Staples  5 $25   
 

Starbucks 7 $10   
 

Starbucks 7 $25   
 

Subway 3 $10   
 

Subway 3 $50   
 

Taco Bell 5 $10   
 

Target 2 $25   
 

Target 2 $100   
 

Toys-R-Us 1.50 $20   
 

UA/Regal Cinemas 8 $25   
 

Walgreens 6 $25   
 

Wal-Mart/ 
Sam's Club 

2.5 $100   
 

Wendy's 4 $10   
 

Whole Foods 3 $25    

Whole Foods 3 $100   

Yo-Yo Yogurt 10 $10   

TOTAL   

 


