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A Letter from Fr. Kiernan 
 

Dear Parents of Our Lady of the Assumption School, 
 
Thanks to all who participated in the Parent meeting on Tuesday night, January 28th.  A report which will make interesting 
reading will soon be ready.  Between now and the end of the school year, I look forward to developing some means to 
explore ways of promoting practical application of our Catholic Faith, way of life, and the celebration of the Sunday liturgy.   
 
While it used to be a defining characteristic of life, today there is often a void where faith would once have been.  Sadly, 
having a religious faith can increasingly result in an individual being subjected to critical comment or even ridicule.  It 
could be suggested that within the wider society, Catholic schools are becoming appreciated more for the high standards 
their pupils achieve and less for the ethos that underpins their work.  Perhaps this is because the school’s ethos can 
never be measured in the same way as academic standards.  How can we apply conventional methods of assessment to 
measure something that is by nature immeasurable and unique?   
 
School leaders and parents face very significant challenges trying to preserve and develop our school’s Catholic ethos in 
the midst of a raft of competing priorities.  At times, it can seem that our efforts are being undermined by the pressures 
arising from an ever burgeoning workload.  
 
Core values 
It is at these times that commitment to the core values of Catholic education is of greatest importance.  One of the central 
themes in Gospel teaching is to recognize God in everyone we meet and in each situation in which we find ourselves. 
 
Principals and teachers in Catholic schools have a clear and obvious commitment to these core values and, even though 
it may not be discussed openly, each is trying to guide his or her school towards their fulfillment.  Through their own 
personal commitment to Catholic education, school leaders and parents can exert their greatest influence on the 
community they serve. 
 
Each leader and parent can bring much more to the school than he or she may ever understand.  The words of Henry 
Adams often spring to mind when reflecting on our own primary school days:  “A teacher affects eternity; he or she can 
never tell where their influence stops.”  Many of us have an indelible image of our principal or teacher surrounded by 
children on the playground, all of whom were very happy to be in his/her presence.  Indeed, the principal or teacher was 
probably unaware of the influence he/she was exerting upon a young child.  It was his/her clear and unequivocal 
commitment to the Gospel values espoused that had the most lasting impact upon students.  Despite the many 
challenges of the role, each person the principal or teacher met was treated with respect, and genuine interest in their 
continuing development was present.  This was the key strength of leadership, and it ensured the school’s Catholic ethos 
was very much alive, a tangible component of the school’s work. 
 
Challenging 
It is often said that the Catholic ethos is ‘caught as much as it is taught.’  Sometimes it takes years of service to come to a 
full understanding of what the phrase actually means.  In essence, you cannot give what you haven’t got.  If a personal 
commitment to the core values of Catholic education is missing, then the diminution of a school’s Catholic ethos may well 
follow.  I express appreciation to all of you who continually grow in the faith and encourage you to practice it in the beauty 
of the Sunday liturgy as well as living it out day to day.   
 
Principals and teachers work extremely hard to ensure they give good leadership and that their school is successful.  
Sometimes, despite their best endeavors to ensure everything runs smoothly, situations arise where it can be difficult to 
cling to core values.  We may at times be dealing with unreasonable demands or unrealistic expectations which are 
beyond the school’s capacity to deliver.  It can be challenging to recognize God in these situations or in that person.  

 



However, it is precisely in these situations that the school leader’s actions most need to reflect the guiding principles of 
Catholic education – for it is from these that they draw the strength to carry out their role with integrity, ensuring all parties 
are treated equally and with respect.  While there may not always be agreement on the outcomes reached, it is imperative 
that all involved feel the situation was dealt with fairly and without prejudice.  This is critical because with the passage of 
time, children, staff, and parents may well forget much of what you have said to them, but they will never forget how they 
were treated. 
 
Light of faith 
What strengthens a school’s Catholic ethos?  Is it the parent’s commitment to our Catholic faith?  Is it prayer throughout 
the day, or a priest visiting the students, or the faith and love each day of school staff, or the various school Masses, or 
the statues of saints in the entrance hall, or the vibrant displays created in various ways?  Of course, but these are just the 
external signs of something more. 
 
The distinctive ethos of a Catholic school emanates from an engagement with and commitment to the very values that 
make us Catholic.  All of us involved in Catholic education will know we have succeeded if the light of faith is passed on to 
each child.  It is our enduring hope that as the children grow into adulthood, they will use this light as a beacon to 
illuminate all of the other aspects of their lives.  This will be the greatest measure of success for a Catholic school and the 
ethos which underpins its work. 
 
God bless each of our parents and school staff for your dedication, faith, and love in all you are and do. 
 
Your brother in the service of Christ and his church, 
 

Fr. Michael F. Kiernan 
 
 
 
 

Catholic Schools Week Reflections 
We had a great Catholic Schools Week at OLA.  With tremendous spirit we celebrated our community of faith, knowledge, 
and service.  Our Sunday Catholic Schools Week Liturgy and Open House were well attended, and it was a joy to 
celebrate our school with our parishioners.  On Tuesday, our students had a great time at “The Rink” in Rancho 
Cordova.    What a treat it was to see their smiles and laughter!  We had some parents out there as well, which made the 
festivities even more fun.  On Tuesday night, our parents gathered for a Wine and Cheese Social.  Fr. Kiernan, Beth 
White, and I were pleased with the turnout and excited by the enthusiastic participation in the room.  As Fr. Kiernan 
mentioned in his letter to families, we will be taking the “data” we got back from each table and reporting back what we 
learned and what will be done with the feedback.  Our thanks go out to the parents who attended the event as well as our 
faculty for their presence and participation. Catholic Schools Week concluded in spirited fashion as we had a Sports 
Rally for our basketball teams and a super competitive volleyball match between our 8

th
 graders and the faculty.  The 

Volleyball match was very tightly contested, with the teachers edging out the students by two points.  We had a great time 
competing.  Finally, on behalf of the faculty and staff of OLA, THANK YOU PTG for showering us with lavish appreciation 
during Catholic Schools Week. The coffee, breakfast treats, decorations, blankets, and clever, caring signs made us feel 
like a million dollars.  You are the best! 
 

SCRIP News 

We had our best Christmas Season sales ever with $126,812.00 total sales of scrip cards alone. As of January 13th, we 
have had over 1.7 million in total scrip sales with over $25,000 profit generated. That is amazing.  Fifty-six percent of our 
families have met their scrip requirement already. Outstanding!   
 
Starting next week, we will not be able to process SCRIP orders using credit cards.  SCRIP purchases come with a 
processing fee that often exceeds the net profit made on a SCRIP sale, which is why SCRIP programs at other sites do 
not accept credit cards.  After consulting the Diocese finance department, and based on their recommendation, we have 
decided to eliminate the option of credit card purchases for SCRIP. 
 
I would like to acknowledge OLA’s hard working and dedicated Scrip Team, who have made our SCRIP program an 
amazing success.  Member of the SCRIP team include: Angelica Fortin, Michelle Enmark, Lara Saich, Andy Oushakoff, 
Grace Harder, Laura Heintz, Kathleen Chambers, Kerri Umfress, Cindy Kaiser, Katie and Keith Preston/Sandoval, Gema 
Papio, Kelly Wilson, Lisa Phenix, Tracy Fernandez, Kandra Skinner, Charity Barnhart, Nadia Leslie, Andrea Goodwin 
(O'Callaghan), Rose Ross, Michelle Piland, Jenny Loehr, Nicole Solander, and Sara Lee. Thanks also to Mrs. Albers and 
Mrs. Eddy for their support of the program. 
 
God bless, 

Robert Love 



This Week at OLA 
 

Food Locker 
Grade 5 – February 3 through February 7. *Reminder to All: Please bring mittens, gloves and soup. 
 

2014-2015 Applications Due 
Friday, February 7, all applications for kindergarten through grade 8 for next school year are due. 
 

Friday-What to Wear 
We will attend Mass on Friday, February 7, at 11:00am. The Mass is being prepared by the 7th grade. Please 
wear school uniforms. Friday is also a minimum day, so school will be dismissed at Noon. 
 

Sunday 9:30am Family Mass 
The 7th grade will be preparing the 9:30am Mass. We’d love to have you join us. 
 

OLA Crab Feed 
We are shoring up our final count for the Crab Feed being held on February 8th, so if you haven’t bought your 
tickets, do it by Friday! Come and enjoy delicious all-you-can-eat salad, pasta, bread, and crab. There will be a 
dessert auction, raffle prizes and loads of fun! Tickets are $50 each and can be purchased in the school office. 
Few tickets remain, and no tickets will be sold at the door. Doors open for cocktails at 5:30pm, and dinner is 
served at 6:30pm. By supporting this event, you are helping our 8th grade students go to Washington D.C. If 
you have questions, email olacrabfeed@olaparish.net. 
 

Join the Clean Up Crew for the Crab Feed.  Score volunteer hours and maybe some tasty leftovers at the end 
of the night.  If interested, contact Lisa Phenix at lisap@winfirst.com. 
 

Crab Feed Dessert Auction 
8th grade families will be providing incredible desserts to be auctioned off at the Washington DC fundraising 
Crab Feed on February 8th! If any other school families would like to donate a dessert, it would be greatly 
appreciated. One service hour for each dessert is available. If you can donate, please contact Michele Gilles: 
gmgilles@surewest.net or 916-359-7421. 
 

California Pizza Kitchen Fundraiser at Arden Fair Mall 
Who wants to cook on a Sunday?  Not OLA families!  They'd rather head down to the mall for a great meal and 
to meet up with all their school friends!    Please print out the attached flyer and bring it with you (or pick one up 
in the school office!)   While you’re in the office, pick up some California Pizza Kitchen Scrip to use for lunch, 
dinner, or take out!   OLA will be receiving 20% of YOUR ENTIRE BILL!  (including drinks!)   This is a great 
fundraiser and a fun social event for our school.   Grab your friends and family, and head to CPK THIS 
SUNDAY!    OLA day at California Pizza Kitchen!  

 

Next Week at OLA 
 

Food Locker 
Grade 6-February 10 through14 
 

PTG Meeting 
Tuesday, February 11, at 1:00pm, in St. John’s Hall 
 

Field Trip 
Tuesday and Wednesday, February 11 and 12, Grade 3 - Overnight at Fort Ross. 
 

Field Trip 
Wednesday, February 12, Grade 4 will visit the Governor’s Mansion. 
 

Field Trip 
Friday, February 14, Grade 8 will visit the Discovery Museum. 
 

FRIDAY- What-to-Wear? 

Friday, February 14 is Valentine’s Day. Wear valentine colors (pink, red, white, and purple) 

mailto:olacrabfeed@olaparish.net
mailto:lisap@winfirst.com
mailto:gmgilles@surewest.net


Bits and Pieces 
 

Boy Scout Open House 
OLA Boy Scout Troop 328 is having an Open House in St. John’s Hall, on Monday, February 10th, at 
7pm. 
 
Oscar Party- SPACE AVAILABLE!! 
Lights, Camera, Action -- it's Oscar Party time!  This will be an unforgettable red carpet affair that you 
will not want to miss!  Who wouldn't want to watch George, Meryl, Brad, and Angelina with the gals, 
while sipping wine and nibbling on fancy appetizers?  You'll get a front row seat to the Academy 
Awards in the comfort of the gorgeous Arden Hills Resort & Spa. This glitzy and glamorous party will 
include: fancy cocktails, the finest hors d'oeuvres, an Oscar ballot to cast your vote, and prizes for the 
winners!   You are cordially invited to join us for these glamorous festivities.    
  
Hosted by: Alexxa DeBenedetti, Brooke Fahey, Jen Hall, Christy King, Jill Levi-Davis, Nicole 
Minor, Theresa Parulan, Shannon Seitz, and MicheleWitry 
Date: Sunday, March 2nd,  beginning at 4pm 
Cost: $40 per person 
 
Please email Michele Witry at michelewitry@hotmail.com if you did not already sign up for this fun 
evening, and would like the join us! 
 
Recycling Service Project 
Recycle bins have been placed around the school next to the trash cans.  Please recycle, and avoid 
putting trash in them.  Let's make 2014 our best recycling year yet!  Thanks so much! ~ Sarah and 
Darci Phenix 
 
SPCA Fundraiser 
Once again, I am doing an SPCA Drive!  Last year, we received over 30 bags of sheets, towels, 
pillows, treats, and toys for the less fortunate animals.  We as a community made such a big 
difference to so many animals’ lives.  Let’s do it again, OLA!  We are accepting towels, pillows, 
blankets, sheets, treats, toys, and anything else animal related.  Please donate to better the lives of 
the poor animals, and let them have a wonderful beginning to a new year. ~ Jillie Kate Randle, Grade 
Eight. 
 
Cell Phones/Printer Cartridges 
You may drop off old cell phones and printer cartridges in the school office anytime during school 
hours. Family Promise, which provides fellowship and healthy meals to homeless families with 
children, will collect them to use for their program. 
 
OLA Cougar Classic Golf Tournament 
Golf, dinner, prizes and more await you and your friends when you join us for Our Lady of the 
Assumption School’s 5th Annual Golf Tournament. We have sponsorships starting at $150.00, for 
those interested in supporting the school and bringing prominence to your company. Foursomes are 
available for $900.00 and include a tee sign and program acknowledgment. Come and support our 
children on April 4th at the Morgan Creek Golf Course. You’ll be glad you did! Please call Kelley Smith 
at (916) 481-5115 to learn more. 
 
Hot Lunch Menu 
The current lunch menu can be viewed on our Web site at the following link: 
http://www.olaparish.net/school/parent_info/hotlunch.php 

 
 

mailto:michelewitry@hotmail.com
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Got Scrip? 
  

Thanks for Swiping! 
Did you know that our school has earned $12,550 from the Raley’s Extra Credit program just in this school 
year alone?  
  
Just imagine if we all used Raley’s Scrip Cards to make those purchases, then our school could have earned 
an additional $50,200! So, buy those Raley’s scrip cards for all your Raley’s purchases – the school could do 
so much with those extra funds. 
 
Did You Buy Scrip? 
Please make sure you fill out the top of the form with your first and last name. You can guarantee you are 
properly credited by including your eldest child’s name on the order form. 
 
Keep Calm and Purchase Scrip 
Scrip total not where it needs to be?  It’s never too late to buy more scrip. We have a fantastic assortment of 
scrip in stock.  Just purchase gas cards before you fill up the car and grocery cards before you go shopping, 
and you’ll soon have your total purchases where they need to be.   
 
Don’t Forget to Pack the Scrip! 
Get ready for the 5 day weekend by purchasing the scrip you’ll need.  Get your Disney, AmEx, gas cards 
(you’re driving, right?), restaurant, and fast food cards before you hit the road.  Stop by the office, or send in 
your order form today to make sure you get what you need. 

 
 
 
 

Parish News 
 
Meditation Group 
Do you need a little quiet time and let the concerns of the world slip away? Then you may want to 
consider joining our Meditation Group each Monday evening at 7:00pm in the school library. Please 
contact the Parish Office if you would like more information. 
 

Adults Inquiring About Becoming Catholic 
Have you been thinking about becoming Catholic? Have you been missing something in your life? 
Are you looking for a faith community to belong to? Inquiry sessions for adults who are not Catholic 
are held on Monday evenings, from 6:30-8:00pm, in St. Anne’s Room (Parish Office area). These 
informal sessions provide an opportunity to begin exploring questions about what Catholics believe 
and how God may be calling you at this time in your life. For more information, please call Beth White 
at the Parish Office: 481-5115. 
 
Parish Ministry Support 
STEP Courses offer opportunity to grow in your Faith 
Do you want to grow in your faith but don’t have the time to attend a class at the parish? A new 
partnership between the Diocese of Sacramento and the University of Notre Dame has made such 
opportunities available in your own home. Check out http://step.nd.edu for courses in Church History, 
Sacred Scripture, and Catholic Doctrine. Receive a 25% discount on the published price, just by 
entering “Diocese of Sacramento” when you enroll in a course. 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Adoration takes place on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:30am-7:00pm. We welcome everyone and 
would love new volunteers!

http://step.nd.edu/


Applying to 

Our Lady of the Assumption School and Preschool 

2014-2015 
 

Important Dates: 
 

Applications Due         February 7, 2014 
 Applicants for grades 1-8, please attach  most recent report  

card and test scores. 
 

Letters of Decision Mailed       February 14, 2014 

 

Admissions Policy: 
 

Our Lady of the Assumption School admits those students whose ability and previous general record in academics 
and conduct indicate the probability of success.  Special consideration for admission is given to siblings of current 
students, to students of families registered and active in Our Lady of the Assumption Parish, and to students who 
are Catholic.  Incoming kindergartners must be five years old by September 1, 2014.  Students may be admitted in 
any grade as space permits.  Applicants will be evaluated upon any prior record of academic performance and 
conduct.  Students may be assessed for readiness to determine placement in the appropriate grade level. 
   
Consistent with its Catholic mission, Our Lady of the Assumption School admits students of any race, color, 
nationality, religion, ethnic origin or disability, and does not discriminate in its programs or activities.  In the event 
Our Lady of the Assumption School cannot address an accommodation for students with special academic or 
physical needs, school personnel will assist the family in finding an appropriate learning environment to address 
those needs. 

 

After Admission Requirement: 
 

Please call (916) 481-5115 to arrange an appointment to meet with our Pastor, Father Kiernan prior to March 14, 

2014. 
 

Financial Aid: 
 

Financial aid opportunities are available to families who qualify.  Please contact the Parish Business Manager at 

(916) 481-5115 by April 7, 2014 to ensure consideration. 

 

Our Lady of the Assumption School  2141 Walnut Avenue, Carmichael, CA  95608                                                 
(916) 489-8958   www.olaparish.net 

 



FUNdraiser in support of: 
Our Lady of Assumption School 
February 9, 2014 

(all day) 

Valid at the following location: 
California Pizza Kitchen 
1735 Arden way 

Sacramento ca 95815 
916-568-0932 









 

 

CAPITAL ATHLETIC SOCCER ACADEMY 

Free Skills Clinics – Come Check Us Out! 

 

January 21
st
, 23

rd
, 28

th
 and 30

th
 

Boys and Girls Ages U8-U12 are welcome! 

 
U8-U9 Boys/Girls 4:45 PM -6:00 PM 

U10-U12 Boys/Girls 6:15 PM -7:30 PM 

Location:  Mather Soccer Fields (South End) 

 

 

Tryouts for the 2014 Season 
 

Friday, January 31
st
 

U10-U11 Boys/Girls 5 PM -6:30 PM  

U8-U9 Boys/Girls 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM  

 

Sat Feb 1
st
; Sun Feb 2

nd
; Sat Feb 8

th
 and Sun Feb 9

th
  

U10-U11 Boys/Girls 9AM -10:30 AM  

U8-U9 Boys/Girls 11AM–12:30 PM  

 

LOCATION:  All tryouts will take place at  

Larchmont Community Park* 
(*weather permitting.  Please register for tryouts online  

to receive emails with any updates on weather and location) 

 
 

 

For more information please visit www.bocasoccer.org 

or contact Brandon Cavitt at 916-396-0495 

 

 

 

http://www.bocasoccer.org/


 
 

           

       River City United Soccer 
 

        2014/2015 SEASON TRYOUTS 
 

 

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

U12-U19 TRYOUTS 
February 21st   5:00-8:00pm (U12-U14) LOCATION: RCHS 

 
February 22nd 2:00pm-6:30pm (U12-U14) LOCATION : RCHS 

 
February 23rd 9:30am-2:30pm  (U12-U14) LOCATION: RCHS 

 
February 24th 5:00-8:00pm (U12-U14) LOCATION : RCHS 

 
May 16th- 26th (U15-U19) Location : TBD 

 
Please check our website WWW.RCUSOCCER.COM for tryout details, 

pre-register online for tryouts. 
 

Cordova HS:  2239 Chase Drive, Rancho Cordova 95670 

Ashton Park:  4201 Ashton Drive, Sacramento 95864 
 

 

U8-U11 Tryouts 
Friday, January 31, 2014--Monday, February 3

rd
 and Friday, February 7th:  Cordova HS 

5:00-6:30 pm:  U10 boys and girls 
6:30-8:00 pm:  U11 boys and girls 

5:00-6:30 pm:  U8 and U9 boys and girls 
 

Saturday, February 1
st:  Ashton Park     

9:30am-11:00am:  U8/U9/U10 BOYS only 
11:00am-12:30pm:  U11 boys and girls 

12:30pm-2:00pm:  U8/U9/U10 GIRLS only 
 

Sunday, February 2, 2014:  Cordova HS 

9:30 am-11:00am:  U10 boys and girls 
11:00am-12:30pm:  U11 boys and girls 

9:30 am-11:00am:  U8 and U9 boys and girls 
 

Monday, February 10
th

:  Cordova HS 

5:00-6:30 pm:  U10 boys and girls 
6:30-8:00 pm:  U11 boys and girls 

5:00-6:30 pm:  U8 and U9 boys and girls 
 

 

 

http://www.rcusoccer.com/


    Scrip Order Form 
 
Date: ____  Name: _______________________ 
 

Child’s Name (if different): 

______________________ Grade _____ 
Payment:   
Cash ________   Check Number _______ 
 

Retailer % Price # Total 

Ace Hardware 4 $25    
 

Ace Hardware 4 $100    
 

Aeropostle 7 $25    
 

Amazon 3 $25    
 

Am Eagle Outfitters 10 $25    
 

American Express 1.25 $25    
 

American Express 1.25 $100    
 

Applebee's 8 $25    
 

Arco 1.50 $50    
 

Arco 1.50 $100    
 

Barnes & Noble 9 $10    
 

Barnes & Noble 9 $25    
 

Bath & Body Works 13 $10    
 

Bath & Body Works 13 $25    
 

Bed, Bath and 
Beyond 

7 $25    
 

Big 5 8 $25    
 

CA Pizza Kitchen 4 $10    
 

Century Theatres 4 $25    
 

Cheesecake 
Factory 

5 $25    
 

Chevron 1 $50    
 

Chevy's/El Torito 8 $25    
 

Children’s Place 12 $25    
 

Chilis/Macaroni 
Grill/On the Border 

11 $25   

Chipotle 10 $10   

Retailer % Price # Total 

Claire's 9 $10    
 

Cold Stone 
Creamery 

8 $10    
 

Crate & Barrel 9 $25    
 

CVS Pharmacy 6 $25    
 

Disney 2 $25    
 

Disney 2 $100    
 

Game Stop 3 $25    
 

GAP/Old Navy/ 
Ban. Rep. 

14 $25    
 

groupon.com 7 $25    
 

Gymboree 13 $25    
 

Hallmark 4 $25    
 

Hagen's Orange 
Freeze 

10 $20    
 

Home Depot 4 $25    
 

Home Depot 4 $100    
 

IHop 8 $25   

iTunes 5 $15    
 

iTunes 5 $25    
 

J. Crew 13 $25    
 

Jamba Juice 7 $10    
 

Kohls 4 $25    
 

Leatherby's 10 $5    
 

Macy's 10 $25    
 

Marshalls/TJ Max 7 $25    
 

Michael's 4 $25    
 

Panera 9 $10    
 

Peet's Coffee & Tea 8 $20    
 

PetSmart 4 $25    
 

PinkBerry 5 $10    
 

Pottery Barn/ 
Williams & Sonoma 

8 $25    
 

Quiznos 10 $10   

     

Retailer % Price # Total 

Raley’s  4 $25    
 

Raley’s 4 $100    
 

Red Lobster/ 
Olive Garden 

9 $25    
 

Red Robin 9 $25    
 

REI 8 $25    
 

Safeway 4 $25    
 

Safeway 4 $100    
 

SaveMart 2 $25   

SaveMart 2 $100    
 

See's Candy 20 $18    
 

Shell  2.50 $50    
 

Shutterfly 9 $25    
 

Smart & Final 3 $50    
 

Smash Burger 10 $10    
 

Sports Authority 8 $25    
 

Staples  5 $25    
 

Starbucks 7 $10    
 

Starbucks 7 $25    
 

Subway 3 $10    
 

Subway 3 $50    
 

Taco Bell 5 $10    
 

Target 2 $25    
 

Target 2 $100    
 

Toys-R-Us 1.50 $20    
 

UA/Regal Cinemas 8 $25    
 

Walgreens 6 $25    
 

Wal-Mart/ 
Sam's Club 

2.5 $100    
 

Wendy's 4 $10    
 

Whole Foods 3 $25   
 

Whole Foods 3 $100   

 


