
 
 

John Adams Academy – El Dorado Hills 

 
DECEMBER 21, 2016 

 
 

VIA:  HAND DELIVERY 
Members of the El Dorado County Board of Education 
Ed Manansala, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools  
El Dorado County Office of Education 
6767 Green Valley Road 
Placerville, CA 95667 
 

Re:  John Adams Academy – El Dorado Hills Charter Petition Appeal to the El 
Dorado County Board of Education 

 
Dear Superintendent Manansala and Board Members: 
 

This letter is to inform you that John Adams Academy – El Dorado Hills (“JAA”) hereby 
appeals the denial of its charter petition by the Buckeye Union School District (“District”) to 
the El Dorado County Board of Education (“County”), as provided for in Education Code 
Section 47605(j)(1) and the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 11967(a).  

 
I. JOHN ADAMS ACADEMY SUCCESS STORY 

 
As you consider our charter appeal, I wanted to provide you with a summary of our 

school’s success story.  It is my hope that this will assist you as you weigh the merits of the 
charter appeal and the value that this educational program could provide to residents 
throughout El Dorado County. Throughout the charter petition process we have received 
many letters of support from the community; we are proud to continue to receive 
outpourings of support throughout the charter petition process, including the most recent 
letters received from U.S. Congressman Tom McClintock, California Assemblywoman Beth 
Gaines, California State Senator Ted Gaines, and Founder of Jaguar Ventures, Kevin Nagle 
(See Enclosure E, JAA Response to District Findings, Attachment H). 

 
Unique Academic Program 

 
JAA is Northern California’s only tuition free classical leadership education program, 

preparing future leaders and statesmen through principle-based education, centered in 
classics and great mentors.  By combining classical education with servant leadership 
training and core values, JAA develops scholars who are leaders in their homes, communities, 
and country.  

 
When the first JAA school was planned in Loomis, California, the founders estimated 

that 250 students would enroll.  When it opened a year later, its enrollment was more than 
twice that number.  JAA now has over 1,300 students, and demand is continuing to rise.  This 
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year there are more than 600 students on the waiting list.  This growth has occurred solely 
based upon the academic success of the school and word of mouth advertising from parents. 
 
Record of Academic Excellence 

 
JAA has a proven track record of providing a high quality educational and character 

building experience for its scholars.  JAA believes in providing a classical education focused 
on students learning from great minds throughout history as opposed to primarily relying 
on textbooks that merely summarize historical or scientific achievements of these great 
individuals.  By reading original source documents, students are inspired to greatness.  
Parents in El Dorado County have asked us to bring this same model to El Dorado County. 

 
Although a classical education model does not teach to any test, students at JAA have 

demonstrated remarkable achievement on state assessments.  The latest API score issued 
for JAA was 902.  This achievement led the Western Association of Schools and Colleges to 
grant a full six-year accreditation to JAA in July 2016.  JAA’s high school curriculum is “a 
through g” approved, providing a path for its pupils to enroll in the highest quality 
universities throughout California.   

 
One frequent criticism of schools with rigorous curriculum is that they might not 

serve special education students well.  However, JAA is proud of its record in this area.  JAA 
serves as its own LEA for purposes of special education and is staffed with special education 
certified staff to provide a fully functioning special education program.  From its inception, 
JAA has partnered with the El Dorado County Charter SELPA to provide a full continuum of 
services to all enrolled scholars with special needs.   

 
JAA also supports scholars across the spectrum of learning, including pupils at risk of 

becoming low achieving and pupils who are English learners.  JAA provides differentiated 
instruction for low and high achieving pupils.  These methods allow JAA to be successful 
serving all students who are willing to work hard regardless of their level of academic 
preparation at entrance. 

 
Financially Sound 

 
Right from the beginning, John Adams Academy was managed in a fiscally 

conservative manner.  This is exceptional considering JAA was started at the beginning of the 
worst economic downturn since the Great Depression.  The school had to grow even as 
school funding rates were being reduced.  Every year, JAA has reported in its audited 
financials an increase in net assets.  Currently, JAA has over $2 million in net assets.  JAA’s 
reserves are 11.4% and are projected to grow again this year.  School districts of similar size 
in California only need a three (3) percent reserve. (See http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fi 
/ss/distbudgetcsfy1516.asp). 

 
In addition to this sound bottom line, JAA has worked hard to ensure compliance with 

the California School Accounting Manual and generally accepted accounting principles.  The 
most recent 2015-2016 audit report reported no compliance findings and that no material 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fi%20/ss/distbudgetcsfy1516.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fi%20/ss/distbudgetcsfy1516.asp
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weaknesses or deficiencies were found. (see Appendix A—Audited Financials, and Appendix 
E – Budget Narrative).  

 
JAA has an investment grade credit rating from Standard & Poors.  This credit rating 

was reaffirmed again this year. As of 2015, charter schools have obtained 12 different credit 
ratings.  JAA achieved the third highest of these ratings.  Many charter schools have ratings 
that fall into non-investment grade credit ratings, BB down through D.  Moreover, this rating 
qualifies JAA to receive bond financing at very favorable rates. (See 
http://www.charterschooltools.org/tools/S&PCharterPublicSchoolMedian.pdf ).  
 
II. OVERVIEW OF JOHN ADAMS ACADEMY – EL DORADO HILLS CHARTER PETITION 

 
Many families in the El Dorado Hills area have been attracted to the excellent 

educational option that JAA provides.  As a result, these families approached JAA and 
requested that JAA open a school in the El Dorado Hills area.  They initially gathered over 
350 intent to enroll signatures, which has now grown to over 400 signatures. 

   
On September 23, 2016, JAA submitted its JAA-El Dorado Hills charter petition to the 

Buckeye Union School District (“District”).  The petition was prepared by JAA staff with 
experience in petition development, and reviewed by attorneys at Young, Minney, & Corr, 
LLP to ensure that it meets the requirements of California law for the establishment of a 
charter school.  The JAA charter petition mirrors two other JAA charter petitions that have 
been approved by two separate school districts – Loomis Union School District and Western 
Placer Unified School District.  JAA’s charter submission to the District was also updated to 
reflect the recent laws affecting charter schools.   

 
The JAA charter petition meets and exceeds all legal requirements set forth in the 

Education Code. In sum, the JAA charter petition: 
 

1. Exceeds the required number of teacher petition signatures by 350%. The law 
requires JAA to submit only six signatures to meet the threshold requirement, 
however JAA submitted 21 teacher signatures. All teacher signatories are 
credentialed and have affirmed they are meaningfully interested in teaching at 
JAA-El Dorado Hills as required by law. 
  

2. Demonstrates that JAA is likely to successfully implement the education program 
as set forth in the charter petition. JAA has successfully operated a WASC-
accredited classical leadership program for six years. This experience 
demonstrates that JAA has the necessary experience to implement the classical 
leadership program outlined in its charter petition.  

  
3. Presents a sound educational program, as described in the sections above. 

   
4. Contains all required legal affirmations set forth in Education Code Section 

47605(d). 
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5. Contains a reasonably comprehensive description of the 15 required charter 
elements set forth in Education Code Section 47605(b)(5).  

6. Contains a declaration that JAA will be the exclusive public employer of all the 
employees that work at the school.  

 
III. APPEAL TO EL DORADO COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
The California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 11967(b) require that a charter 

school that wishes to appeal its petition to the County Board of Education must send the 
following information, enclosed with this appeal packet, within 180 days after the denial 
action: 
 

A. A complete copy of the charter petition as denied by the District, including 
supporting documents considered by the District when the petition was denied. 

 
B. A description of any changes to the petition necessary to reflect the County Board 

of Education as the chartering entity, as applicable.  
 
C. A signed certification stating that petitioners will comply with all applicable law 

 
D. Evidence of the District governing board’s action to deny the petition (e.g., 

meeting minutes) and the governing board’s written factual findings specific to 
the particular petition, when available, setting forth specific facts to support one 
or more of the grounds for denial set forth in Education Code Section 47605(b).   

 
E. The Charter School’s written response to the District’s findings for denial of the 

charter petition. 
 
 We look forward to working with the County as it considers the JAA charter petition. 
Please feel free to contact me at Joseph.Benson@johnadamsacademy.org if you have any 
questions or require additional information.  
  
 Sincerely, 
  
     
 Joseph Benson    
 Lead Petitioner 

John Adams Academy – El Dorado Hills 
             
  
Enclosures 

mailto:Joseph.Benson@johnadamsacademy.org



