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INSTRUCTION 

Education for English Learners 

The Superintendent and El Dorado County Board of Education (Board) intend to provide English 

learners with challenging curriculum and instruction that develop proficiency in English while 

facilitating student achievement in (EDCOE) regular course of study.  English learners shall be 

provided English language development instruction targeted to their English proficiency level and 

aligned with state content standards.  The EDCOE program shall be based on sound instructional 

theory and shall be adequately supported so that English learners can achieve results at the same 

academic level as their English-proficient peers in the regular course of study.   

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that all staff employed to teach English learners possess 

the appropriate authorization from the Commission on Teacher Credentialing. 

The Superintendent encourages staff to exchange information with staff in other county offices of 

education about programs, options and strategies for English learners that succeed under various 

demographic conditions. 

The Superintendent or designee shall maintain procedures which provide for the accurate 

identification of English learners and an assessment of their proficiency and needs in the areas of 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing in English. Once identified as an English learner, a student 

shall be annually assessed for language proficiency until he/she is reclassified based on criteria 

specified in administrative regulation. 

EDCOE shall identify in its local control and accountability plan (LCAP) goals and specific actions 

and services to enhance student engagement, academic achievement, and other outcomes for English 

learners.   

EDCOE shall provide effective professional development to teachers (including teachers in classroom 

settings that are not the settings of language instruction educational programs), administrators, and 

other school or community-based organization personnel to improve the instruction and assessment 

of English learners and enhance staff's ability to understand and use curricula, assessment, and 

instructional strategies for English learners. Such professional development shall be of sufficient 

intensity and duration to produce a positive and lasting impact on teachers' performance in the 

classroom. 

At the beginning of each school year or upon a student's enrollment, parents/guardians shall be 

provided information on the types of language acquisition programs available to students enrolled in 

the district, including, but not limited to, a description of each program. 

Type of Instruction 

EDCOE shall offer English learners a structured English immersion program to ensure that English 

learners have access to the core academic content standards, including the English language 

development standards, and become proficient in English. In the structured English immersion 

program, nearly all of the classroom instruction shall be provided in English, but with the curriculum 

and presentation designed for students who are learning English.  



For the purpose of determining the amount of instruction to be conducted in English in the structured 

English immersion program, "nearly all" means that all classroom instruction shall be conducted in 

English except for clarification, explanation, and support as needed.  

In establishing the EDCOE’s language acquisition programs, the Superintendent or designee shall 

consult with parents/guardians and the community during the LCAP development process. He/she 

shall also consult with administrators, teachers, and other personnel with appropriate authorizations 

and experience in establishing a language acquisition program. 

Language acquisition programs are educational programs that are designed to ensure English 

acquisition as rapidly and as effectively as possible and that provide instruction to students on the 

state-adopted academic content standards, including the English language development standards. 

The language acquisition programs provided to students shall be informed by research and shall lead 

to grade-level proficiency and academic achievement in both English and another language. 

When an English learner has acquired a reasonable level of English proficiency as measured by 

any of the state-designated assessments approved by the California Department of Education or any 

locally developed assessments and using other criteria developed by the county office of education, 

he/she shall be transferred from a structured English immersion classroom to an English language 

mainstream classroom in which the instruction is "overwhelmingly" in English. 

When an English learner is determined pursuant to state and EDCOE reclassification criteria to have 

acquired a reasonable level of English proficiency pursuant to Education Code 313 and 52164.6, or 

upon request by the student's parent/guardian, the student shall be transferred from a language 

acquisition program into an English language mainstream classroom. 

English learners' academic achievement in English language arts, mathematics, science, and any 

additional subject required by law shall be assessed using the California Assessment of Student 

Performance and Progress. As necessary, the test shall be administered with testing variations in 

accordance with 5 CCR 853.5 and 853.7.  English learners who are in their first 12 months of 

attending a school in the United States shall be exempted from taking the English language arts 

assessment to the extent allowed by federal law. 

Parental Exception Waivers 

At any time during the school year, the parent/guardian of an English learner may have his/her 

child moved into an English language mainstream program. 

Parent/guardian requests for waivers under Education Code 305 regarding placement in a 

sheltered English immersion program shall be granted in accordance with law and administrative 

regulation. 

If the Superintendent or designee denies the waiver request, he/she shall provide a written 

justification to the parent/guardian describing the reasons for the denial. 

Program Evaluation 

To evaluate the effectiveness of the district's educational program for English learners, the 

Superintendent or designee shall report to the Board, at least annually, regarding: 

1. Progress of English learners towards proficiency in English 

2. The number and percentage of English learners reclassified as fluent English proficient 



3. The number and percentage of English learners who are or are at risk of being classified as 

long-term English learners in accordance with Education Code 313.1 

4. The achievement of English learners on standards-based tests in core curricular areas 

5. Progress toward any other goals for English learners identified in EDCOE LCAPs. 

6. A comparison of current data with data from at least the previous year. 

The Superintendent or designee also shall provide the Board with regular reports from EDCOE 

English learner advisory committees. 

The Superintendent or designee shall encourage parent/guardian and community involvement in the 

development and evaluation of programs for English learners. 

 
Legal Reference:  
EDUCATION CODE 
300-340  English language education 
430-446  English Learner and Immigrant Pupil Federal Conformity Act 
33050  State Board of Education waiver authority 

44253.1-44253.11  Qualifications for teaching English learners 
48985 Notices to parents in language other than English 
51101-51101.1  Rights of parents 

52130-52135 Impacted Languages Act of 1984 
52160-52178 Bilingual Bicultural Act 
52180-52186 Bilingual teacher training assistance program 

54000-54028 Programs for disadvantaged children 
60200.7  Suspension of state instructional materials adoptions 
60605.87  Supplemental instructional materials, English language development 

60810-60812 Assessment of language development 
62005.5  Continuation of advisory committee after program sunsets 
CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 5 

11300-11316 English learner education 
11510-11517 California English Language Development Test 
UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 20 

1701-1705  Equal Educational Opportunities Act 
6312  Local education agency plans 
6801-6871  Title III, Language instruction for limited English proficient and immigrant students 

7012  Parental notification 
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