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What Makes a Catholic School Superior?

National Catholic Schools Week, January 28 through February 2,

a safe and secure environment, with a clear set of rules, under-

is the perfect time to celebrate and afﬁrm parents’ decisions across
the country to select Catholic Education for their children. On
a more personal note, there is so much to celebrate in being a part
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel School. We are the “Good News
in Education”, providing the young people of this community
an educational experience rooted in faith and ﬁlled with
endless possibilities.
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School’s philosophy is rooted in
the belief that parents are the primary educators of their children
and the teachers support parents in this endeavor, as facilitators of
learning. As research consistently shows, parents want a Catholic
school that provides quality academic and religious instruction in
an environment that is safe, orderly and rooted in a strong sense of
community. Catholic schools across the country do this very well.
So what does a school do to make it superior, to standout, to rise
above others? According to Fr. Michael Garanzini, S.J. President,
Loyola University, Chicago, IL, a “superior Catholic school,”
provides a learning community that promotes and celebrates
“essential learning” while continuing to “foster growth of the
whole child.”
“Essential Learning” embraces information literacy, celebrates
expert and inventive thinking, continually recognizes and teaches
effective communication skills, fosters leadership skills and
enables all students to become productive citizens and church
members. Fostering growth of the whole child is the second strong
component present in “superior schools.” These schools provide

scored by a well articulated line of authority and a strong sense of
predictability. Additionally, “respect is paramount” permeates the
environment and is shown by all, and is further evidenced when
a student’s outside school activities are celebrated and supported.
Children are more apt to be successful when they are part of a
learning environment where the adults show care and attention
in an open and honest forum. Adults who model control of their
own ambiguous feelings such as boredom, anger and anxiety help a
student see and understand in his heart that he or she is “loveable
just as we are” is also present.*
Our Lady Of Mt. Carmel School is a “Superior Catholic
school.” Why? Without a doubt, the curriculum is comprehensive,
expansive and directed at meeting the needs of all learners. Broad
in scope, programs are created to execute, motivate and challenge
all students to be, to perform, to participate and to celebrate their
giftedness. Faith is practiced and experienced everyday. We are a
community that prays together each morning, where service and
giving to others is encouraged and faith experiences are woven into
the children’s daily routine.
For over 120 years Mount Carmel School has provided
an excellent Catholic education in an environment of love,
compassion, and understanding to the children of Redwood
City. We are proud of their accomplishments. We are a “Superior
Catholic School.”

Teresa Anthony
P R I N C I P A L

Qualities of a Superior Catholic School*

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Students Participate In

Schoolwide Learning Expectations Addressed

Curriculum promotes information literacy

■

Research projects developed
around themes or topics
■ Library time

■

Knowledge seekers who are able to:
■ Think critically
■ Demonstrate academic competence

Creative writing
Art projects integrated with
core curriculum

■

Spelling, writing, geography
and word challenge contests

Knowledge Seekers who are able to:
■ Think critically
■ Apply knowledge

Oral presentations
Lectors at Mass

■

Sharing Time in primary grades
Student leadership program

Knowledge Seekers who are able to:
■ Demonstrate academic competence

Expert and inventive thinking is promoted and
recognized

■

Curriculum includes growth towards effective
communication skill

■

■

■

Integrated technology projects
■ Science investigations

■

■
■

■

Solve problems
Apply information

Participate in the arts
and humanities

Active Christians who are able to:
■ Participate in liturgical celebrations
Academic program fosters effective leadership skills

■

Church buddies
3rd grade Book Buddies
■ 5th grade safety patrol

■

■

■

School families
Academic Decathalon
■ Community Service Projects

Altar servers
Community service projects
■ Choir members

Activities and experiences enable students to
become productive citizens and church mentors

■

■

■

■

Safe and secure environment

■
■

Regular Emergency Drills
Safety training programs for
teachers, parents and students

Clear set of rules and expectations

■

Well articulated line of authority with a strong
sense of predictability

■

Consistent expectations for
all stakeholders

Respect for and acknowledgement of student’s
outside activities and experiences

■

Cultural awareness and activities

Care and attention is given in an open honest forum

Students involved in developing
classroom rules
■ Homework guidelines clearly deﬁned

Prayer tables
Sacraments

Knowledge Seekers who are able to:
■ Work cooperatively
Socially responsible people who are able to:
■ Take responsibility for their actions
■ Use good safety habits
Active Christians who are able to:
■ Demonstrate a spirit of service
■ Participate in liturgical celebrations

■

Learn and practice
Catholic Faith

Conﬂict Resolution program,
“Talk It Out”
■ On-line Internet Safety training

Socially responsible people who are able to:
■ Take responsibility for their action
■ Help others
■ Resolve conﬂicts peacefully
■ Develop respect

School wide behavior and
academic expectation stated
and understood

Knowledge Seekers who area able to:
■ Solve problems
Socially responsible people who are able to:
■ Take responsibility
■ Resolve conﬂicts
■ Work cooperatively

■

■

Socially responsible people who are able to:
■ Take responsibility
Socially responsibility people who are able to:
■ Celebrate successes
■

Student successes published in
school and parish communications

Socially responsibility people who are able to:
■ Celebrate successes
■ Respect Diversity

■

■

■

■

On-line grades
“Open door” policy

Socially responsible people who are able to:
■ Take responsibility for their actions
■ Work cooperatively

Parent-Teacher Conferences
Student Study Team Meetings
■ Class web-pages and newsletters

* From a publication by Fr. Michael Garanzini, S.J. President, Loyola University, Chicago, IL
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A lumni News
Upcoming Reunions
Class of ’57 Reunion – April 21
Class of ’67 Reunion – June 9
Class of ’03 Reunion – May 20

Late Nite Catechism 2
Friday, January 26, 7 pm

Open House
Sunday, January 28, 10am-1pm

Past Presidents Dinner
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Saturday, February 3

Passing Through? We hear from Augie Thorn, Class of ’88, who lives in
Bayside, Queens, New York and is working as a Manager of Premium Services
for American Airlines at La Guardia Airport. We are wondering, Augie, if
that means you can get your Mount Carmel friends into the Admiral’s Club
when passing through?

How times have changed…Mr. Andrew Musante, Class of ’41,
recently shared with us that when he started in the 5th grade at Mount Carmel
in 1937, tuition was $2.00 a month—if you could pay it! He remembers that
Fr. Cavanaugh told the parishioners to “pay what you can.”

Can you tell us about
this picture?

*UST WHEN
YOU THOUGHT
IT WAS
SAFE TO GO
INTO THE
CLASSROOM

When was it taken, what
was the event, and what
detail about the picture
makes it extra fun? First
one to get it right (email
or phone) wins a $10
Starbucks card!
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Yes, there is ﬁnally a sequel to that heavenly
theatrical wonder LATE NITE CATECHISM
and it’s coming to Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish January 26, 2007 at 7pm.
LATE NITE CATECHISM is an uproariously funny play that takes the audience
back to their youth. The irrepressible “Sister”
teaches class to a roomful of “students” (the
audience). For anyone ever taught by a nun*,
this show may well trigger a storm of nostalgic
recollection—not to mention gales of laughter.
If you thought LATE NITE CATECHISM
was funny as it took on Vatican 2, wait till
you see Sister take on the Millennium. Nothing
is “sacred” in Sister’s classroom, except, of
course, Sister’s opinion.
January 26, 2007, 7:00 pm in the Church
Pasta Dinner at 6:00 pm
Hosted by Italian Catholic Federation
Cash Bar hosted by Men’s Club
Rafﬂe prizes created by Faculty and Staff
Tickets will sell out fast! Order your tickets
NOW and guarantee your seat in Sister’s class.
Purchase your tickets online using Visa, MC
or AMX at www.mountcarmel.org. VIP seating
is $42, advanced tickets until Jan. 19 is $35,
after Jan. 19 or at the door is $40. All seating
is assigned by row. All proceeds to beneﬁt
both the Church and School.
* Please note that though the material is not inappropriate
for children, they have not been taught by “Sister” and
may not enjoy the show as will older generations.

2007 AP Scholar Awards for OLMC alums
The College Board’s Advanced Placement (AP) Program offers students the
opportunity to take challenging college-level courses while still in high school
and to receive college credit, advanced placement or both.
About 18 percent of the more than 1.3 million high school students in 16,000
secondary schools worldwide who took the Advanced Placement Examinations
performed at a sufﬁciently high level to merit the recognition of AP Scholar. In
addition to receiving an award certiﬁcate, this achievement is acknowledged on
any grade report that is sent to colleges the following fall.
We are pleased to share the following OLMC alums that have received this
award for 2007:
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Corey Ilnicki – Class of ’02
Anthony Scherba – Class of ’02

Are newer Moms trying to
ﬁnd out just what is going
on in that Kindergarten
classroom?

From left to right:
Catherine McCarthy
– Elizabeth, Class of 2016;
Muffy Friel – Liam, Class
of 2016 and Patrick, Class
of 2015; and Cathy Chin
– Malia, Class of 2016.

InTouch

2007 NCEA Distinguished
Graduate Awards

Upcoming Events
Past Presidents Dinner
Saturday, February 3

Each year the National Catholic Education Association invites schools to
nominate someone to be recognized as a Distinguished Graduate. This award
honors graduates of Catholic elementary/middle schools who have made a
contribution to American life and/or the Catholic Church.
This year Our Lady of Mount Carmel School is proud to announce our
Distinguished graduates are sisters—Srs. Patricia Hoffman Class of ’45 and
Margaret Hoffman, Class of ’41.
Sister Margaret Hoffman, SNDdeN (Sr. Margaret Mary), a native of
Evanston, IL, was raised and educated in the Bay Area, graduating from Mount
Carmel School in 1941 and Notre Dame High School, Belmont. She entered
religious life in 1946, earned a BA in Art from Mt. St. Mary College, Los
Angeles and an MA in Art from Stanford University. Sr. Margaret’s ministries
have included teaching at the elementary, secondary and higher education
levels, locally at College of Notre Dame, Belmont and service in Notre Dame’s
congregational communications ofﬁce in Washington, DC.
In addition, she has provided art and graphic design services for many faithbased and non-proﬁt groups, including the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur.
For the past 15 years, Sr. Margaret, who now resides in Belmont, is director
for internal communications and peace and justice ministries for the California
Province. Sr. Margaret “hopes that Catholic education will empower others to use
their gifts as effectively for the Gospel as it did for her.”
Pat and Margaret Hoffman
walking to school on Grand
Avenue—school is ahead
on left—behind the trees,
circa 1938.

Sister Patricia Hoffman, SNDdeN (Sister Raymond Francis), graduated from Our
Lady of Mt Carmel School in 1945. As a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur, she is
known for her kind and fun-loving spirit. She served as teacher in Notre Dame
elementary schools throughout California and Washington, including those in
Carmel, Belmont and Los Angeles. Retiring from full time ministry in 1976, she
tutored at John Gill School, Redwood City. Sister Patricia is active with her sister
Margaret in the social justice work of the Sisters of Notre Dame. As Bodelia the
clown, she is accompanied by puppet Charlotte, and together they bring laughter
and happiness to students, the sick and elderly. Sister Pat also “hopes that
students in today’s Catholic schools will be motivated to service to others in the
values of the Gospel.”
Both Margaret and Pat live in the Compeigne Residence at the Notre Dame de
Namur University campus in Belmont. They will be honored during our Catholic
Schools Week Open House Mass on Sunday, January 28 at 9am. All are invited
to attend.

Spring Festival
Friday through Sunday
April 27, 28, 29

E-Waste On-Site Recycling Event
Saturday, May 12

Class of 2007 Graduation
Friday, June 1

Mount Carmel

School Endowment
Fund Receives
Incredible Gift
An endowment fund is a permanent savings vehicle
for not-for-proﬁt institutions. Schools often maintain
endowments, as do hospitals, churches, and other
not-for-proﬁt organizations. The growth of the
portfolio is not subject to tax, and donors receive tax
deductions for gifts made to endowments.
A gift to an endowment (fund) is given with a
stipulation that the funds are invested to earn annual
interest rather than spent immediately. A portion of
the annual earnings is used to offset the costs of
tuition to school families. The rest of the earnings are
reallocated back into the fund’s principle to insure
that the endowment continues to grow and yield
more interest for future school support. The larger
the endowment fund, the larger the interest return,
and therefore the bigger offset to tuition costs for our
families. Since our endowment fund was established
in 1990, we have been blessed with continual
growth. As of October 27, 2006 our endowment
fund stood at $591,858.30.
As you know, we lost Father Dominic Desjardins
in August. Fr. Dominic was beloved by many generations at Mount Carmel. And he, in return, loved
this community. During our Christmas school liturgy
on December 19, Mr. William Powell, parishioner
and executor of his estate, presented the school with
a gift of $60,437.47 from Fr. Dominic’s estate for
the endowment fund. This is the single largest gift
we have ever received for the endowment. What
make makes it truly remarkable is Fr. Dominic lived
a simple life devoted to God as a faithful and loving
servant. With this generous gift from Fr. Dominic,
the school’s endowment fund grows to $652,295.77.

s
saint
julie billiart
“The good God will always give us at the right time,
and in the right place, whatever we need.”
– S A I N T
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San Rafael

PRINTING:

Innovative Printing Designs,

PROOFREADING AND EDITING:

Cammy
Amoroso Walsh, mother to Brandon – Class
of 2011 and Catherine – Class of 2015

D E S I G N : Cathy Chin, mother to
Malia Velasco – Class of 2016

Michelle Conci
Development Director
650-366-8817
development@mountcarmel.org

In Touch is a quarterly newsletter
written and published by the
Development Ofﬁce for the alumni,
families and friends of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel School and Parish.
We would love to hear more news
from our alumni. You may send
updates, address changes, marriages,
births, etc. We are also pleased to
add parents and grandparents to
our mailing list. We post a PDF
of each issue of the newsletter on
the alumni pages of the website
www.mountcarmel.org. Please
pass it along.

Please keep “In Touch”

OCTOBER 2006

InTouch

Our Lady of Mount Carmel School
301 Grand Street
Redwood City, CA 94062

– S A I N T

J U L I E

B I L L I A R T

“Time is like loose change.
It is given to us here below to buy the real things of eternity.”

Angela (Agrotti) Lovelace – Class of ’33, mother to Anne Malone ’69 and Paul ’61
Viola (Albertoli) Gomes – Class of ’41
Lou Geenan – Class of ’47, brother to Marcus ’53, and Joseph ’57
June Samsel – mother to William ’57, Vicki Ann Burke ’60 and Richard ’63

We have been notiﬁed by friends and family of the passing of the following friends
of Mount Carmel School. We ask that you keep them in your prayers.

In Memoriam

Now that Christmas is past, you may have a large amount of electronics ready
to recycle. If you have a monitor or TV included in those items, you can call ASL
at 1-877-279-0230 to schedule a free pick-up. Please be sure and tell them it is to
beneﬁt Our Lady of Mount Carmel School.

e-Waste Collection—A Year-Round Event
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