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fr om th e      principalDear Alumni, Family     
             and Friends

Catholic Schools of the Archdiocese of San Francisco regularly 

partake in an accreditation process to earn re-accreditation by the 

Western Catholic Education Association (WCEA) and the Western 

Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC). This process provides 

for systematic school improvement. An essential element of 

systematic school improvement is a clear statement of philosophy 

and mission which provides the foundation for establishing 

Schoolwide Learning Expectations (SLEs). In a quality education 

system, schools determine the benchmarks for students’ work that 

meet the standards and use multiple assessment measures to 

identify the level of achievement for all students. By using this 

approach, schools can defi ne quality accomplishment of the SLEs 

and determine the degree to which all students are achieving them.

  WASC/WCEA is the process for independent evaluation of 

school improvement and focuses upon student success in meeting 

the SLEs: what each student should know, understand, value and 

be able to do by graduation. On March 6-8 a seven member team 

visited Mount Carmel School to see:

■  How are students doing in respect to our SLEs?

■  What is the school doing to support high achievement of 

 these expectations for all students?

■  To what extent does the school infuse Catholic identity 

 into the total school program?

The purpose of the WASC/WCEA team three day visit is to provide 

an outside perspective from educators who are thoroughly familiar 

with the criteria used by the school. The visiting committee gains 

insight into the school through dialogue with school personnel 

and parents, reading the school’s self study, and by its gathering 

of evidence, observing and analysis of student work. Culminating 

the three day visit, the visiting team writes a Visiting Committee 

Report which validates, verifi es and provides directive for 

school improvement.   

  For this accreditation process, the Faculty and Staff completed 

a self study. We identifi ed three areas of growth for school improve-

ment to be accomplished during the next six years:  

■  Assessment of Schoolwide Learning Expectations:   

 Design and implement a means to assess and report progress  

 toward achieving the SLEs

■ Writing Curriculum: Establish and teach a consistent 

 writing process that begins in kindergarten and builds 

 age-appropriately through to the eighth grade

■ Enrichment Program: Further develop the Enrichment   

 program to provide greater challenge to high-achieving   

 students

In summary, the Visiting Committee Report validates these areas 

for growth and has not made any additional recommendations for 

improvement. The team was very complimentary to the school 

faculty and greatly impressed with the children and all the parents 

they met. They could see, feel and hear that Mount Carmel School 

is a very special community. This report is available in the school 

offi ce to all who wish to read it. The Visiting Team recommends 

a term of re-accreditation which will be jointly acted upon by the 

WASC and WCEA commissions. A full term of 6 years is something 

Mount Carmel School has always received. The school will be 

notifi ed of its new term of re-accreditation in June of 2007. 

  Though the process culminates in this three day visit, most of 

you know the process itself spans over 18 months of preparation 

and hard work by Faculty and Staff, as well as parents, and students. 

I am very grateful to the entire Faculty for their dedication to the 

school and the process for school improvement, the Parent Teacher 

Group and room parents who provided wonderful meals to the 

Visiting Team and made them feel incredibly welcomed.  

Teresa Anthony
    P R I N C I P A L  

Visiting Team Report: Schoolwide Areas of Strength
■ A community with strong Catholic Identity that strives to form Active 

Christians who are Knowledge Seekers and Socially Responsible People

■ A dedicated Catholic faculty of credentialed teachers committed to 
Catholic education and the school’s Mission, Philosophy and SLEs

■ A nurturing and safe environment strongly supported by involved parents 
and teachers

■ Students have opportunities to live their faith through regular exposure 
to Catholic traditions, attending Mass and participating as altar servers, 
choir members and lectors

■ A comprehensive Resource Program that offers signifi cant support to 
students with learning differences

■ Recognizes the needs and gifts of all students and provides instruction 
that challenges students to grow spiritual, socially and intellectually

■ Strong leadership that recognizes all as professionals with expertise and 
knowledge and who share in decision-making

■ Consistent and informative communication between school and families

■ Comprehensive system of support services for students

■ Strong parent leadership and volunteerism that permeates the school 
and ensures the viability of curricular and co-curricular services 
for students

■ Specialized teachers that afford students a more comprehensive education

■ Well-established, organized, active, safe and nurturing extended 
care program

■ Current library materials, mobile computer cart and multimedia system, 
computer lab, and new science center support teacher instruction and 
Schoolwide Learning Expectations

■ Financial stability with a balanced budget, positive cash fl ow and funds 
managed per Archdiocesan guidelines
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alumni     news

Upcoming Reunions
Class of ’57 Reunion: April 21 – Contact Robert Plant at (650)-366-4786

Class of ’03 Reunion: May 20

Class of ’67 Reunion: June 9 – Contact Ann Gaddy at (650) 494-1464

Hearing from our alumni is a wonderful treat for all of us. And the fact that we 

have four alumni co-chairing this festival (we refer to them as the Gallagher gang) 

has inspired us to tell you more about them, as well as a few others we get to see 

on a regular basis around campus.

Norma Griffi n ’54 – Writes to us and shares that she now lives in Paradise, CA. 

where she has retired and is a parishioner at St. Thomas More Catholic church 

there. She would love to hear from other classmates and welcomes an email to 

nbg12.@comcast.net

Karen (Gallagher) Sammons ’78 – Karen and husband Scott are both very active 

parents in the school. Their son Todd graduated in 2005 making him the 22nd 

Mount Carmel graduate in the Gallagher family. Their daughter Colleen is in 

the 6th grade, and daughter Reagan begins K in the fall (yes, her aunt will be her 

teacher). Scott is our Sports Board director. Karen is currently our PTG Secretary 

and coordinates the efforts of all our room parents spectacularly.

Silvia Navarro ’84 – We recently discovered that Silvia works at the San Mateo 

County Sheriffs Offi ce. She has three children, a 7-year-old daughter and 3-year-

old twin boys. We are trying to convince her to transfer her daughter to her old 

alma mater.

Mary K (Gallagher) Musich ’86 – Mary K is in her fourth year as our Kindergraten 

teacher at Mount Carmel. Married with a daughter Bella who is 2 years old, Mary 

K and her husband Tony are expecting twins this summer! They live in the house 

she grew up in on Grand Street and enjoys a very short walk to school each day.

Colleen (Gallagher) Langridge ’88 – Colleen and husband Mike recently welcomed 

their new son Macklin, and 2-year-old daughter Olivia is a very proud big sister.  

Colleen is currently in her 8th year as the 3rd grade teacher at neighboring St. 

Pius School.

Maureen (Gallagher) Arnott ’90 – Now in her 13th year as our Kid’s Place and Pre-

School Assistant Director, Maureen married husband Greg two years ago and 

lives in San Carlos. Maureen can be seen each day out on the yard during lunch 

time making sure all is safe and well.

Mount Carmel Alumni Earn Sequoia Awards
Founded by a group of community and 

business leaders, including Paula Uccelli ’56, 

the Sequoia Awards is the largest volunteer 

recognition program in Redwood City. The 

goal of the Sequoia Awards is to promote 

volunteerism and to honor those within our 

community with extraordinary histories of 

selfl ess volunteer activism. Each year, high 

school seniors are selected for their exem-

plary volunteerism. They are recognized for 

their uncompensated volunteer efforts, not 

academic accomplishments.

 We congratulate the following Mount 

Carmel School alumni who were honored 

on March 8 with the following scholarship 

awards:

Tyler Anthony, ’03 – $6,000 

Megan Claire ’03 – $5,000

Nicole Greco ’03 – $5,000 

A lumni News

Our Lady of Mount Carmel School
“Wild West Days”

Annual Spring Festival
April 27, 28, and 29

It’s Festival time again, when Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel School welcomes over 3,000 visitors to our 

annual Spring Festival. This year’s event will again 

feature international foods, carnival rides, cash raffl e, 

kid friendly game booths and great live entertainment.  

The entertainment stage is bigger and better than 

last year if you can believe it. John Avilla has lined up 

favorites from last year as well as some new acts to 

keep your feet tapping all weekend long. As one of 

the school’s major fundraisers, its success helps us 

keep tuition costs down and makes Catholic Education 

affordable for more families in Redwood City.    

New This Year:
Jog-a-thon  

Our Jog-a-thon kicks off Festival week on Friday, April 

20th. The entire student body will participate by doing 

as many laps around the school yard as they can in a 

set amount of time. The students will be asking their 

friends, relatives and neighbors to support them with 

pledges or a fl at donation. All monies collected from 

this event will benefi t the schools technology program.    

The students will get to wear the Jog-a-thon T-shirts 

during the week of April 23rd as part of their uniform 

and around town to help promote the event.    

Buy Your Ride Tickets Online!

Ride tickets are on sale now at the advance price of 

$15.00 per book. Each book includes 30 coupons, 

and each ride is 3-5 coupons. You can save $5.00 

per book by taking advantage of the advance ticket 

price.  And the school earns a greater profi t from these 

advance tickets sales—a win win. A little known fact 

—these ride coupons never expire and they can be 

used at other Butler Amusement events, so you really 

can’t purchase too many. You can buy your tickets 

online at www.mountcarmel.org until midnight April 

26. All tickets purchased online may be picked up at 

the school Development Offi ce or will-called at the 

information booth during the festival.    

See you at the Festival, April 27th, 28th and 29th!

Your Wild West Days Co-Chairs: 

Maureen (Gallagher) Arnott, ’90

Lou DeMelo

Colleen (Gallagher) Langridge, ’88 

Gus Moreno

Mary K (Gallagher) Musich, ’86

Karen (Gallagher) Sammons, ’78

Fr. John Balleza, Nicole Greco ’03, Megan 
Claire ’03 and Tyler Anthony ’03



InTouch 4

Making Catholic Education Affordable for All
As one of the oldest schools—public or private—on the San 

Francisco Peninsula, Mount Carmel School has long been a strong 

fi xture in the community, serving generations of students across 

social, economic, cultural and ethnic lines. We are proud that the 

school is one of the most diverse Catholic schools in the area, and 

this is one reason many families choose to come to Mount Carmel.

 Through gifts and grants, the school is able to offer one of the 

largest tuition assistance programs for a single grade school in 

Southern San Mateo County. We strive to make a high quality 

Catholic education available to interested families and to work 

collaboratively with families who are experiencing fi nancial strain. 

Approximately 26% of the school’s current students are eligible for 

Adopt-a-Student
We are excited to introduce the Adopt-a-Student Program—an old 

idea (tuition assistance) with a renewed focus, spirit and energy. 

This program provides our alumni, parishioners, alumni parents 

and the greater business community the opportunity to be a partner 

in helping us achieve our goal by sponsoring a student or students 

currently attending or wishing to attend Mount Carmel School.

Adopt-a-Student Program Goals
■ Offer supporters of Catholic Education a special opportunity to share 

 their faith and funds with “adopted” students in Mount Carmel School

■ Communicate real results of how gifts to this program have helped while  

 maintaining both donor and family privacy

■ Generate $62,500 in donations in the fi rst18 months and to have these  

 funds replace the line item on the school’s general operating budget 

 for the 2008/2009 school year

Bell ringers  Shelby Aimonetti, Tessa O’Callahan, 
Caitlin Black, Kyle Centis, and Devin Furrer

Photo Gallery from CSW Mass and Open House

1st grader Sophia Martinez’s Flat Stanley projectDistinguished Graduate Honorees Margaret ‘41 
and Patricia Hoffman ‘45

Through gifts and grants, the school is able to offer one of the   
   largest tuition assistance programs for a single grade  

  school in Southern San Mateo County. 

tuition assistance. Last year we were only able to grant roughly 

80% of the requests for aid. Each family who applies receives a 

portion of their total funding requests, but it is far less than their 

calculated need. Our goal is to grant 100% funding of each request.

 In addition to the success of our fundraisers (Auction, chocolate/ 

gift wrap sales, and the Festival) it is the growth of our Endowment 

fund that can help to offset the cost of annual tuition for all.

 While looking ahead and preparing for the future of our school, 

we are pleased to share our development efforts are focused on 

revitalizing our Tuition Assistance Program and building the 

Endowment Fund.

This program is evolving. We understand that a key element of the 

programs success will be to share real results on a regular basis. 

There are many ways you can make a difference; a full year of 

tuition, one half year, one month or one week. You can choose to 

provide your gifts monthly or quarterly, whichever works best for 

you. If your company has a matching gift program, your gift can go 

twice as far. No donation is too small. Your gift truly does make a 

difference in the lives of real families in the community.

 Watch for more information at Church and in the mail in 

the coming weeks. We are grateful for the efforts of Ellie Ruano, 

mother to Christian (4th grade) and Diane Silvia, Noah McKeon 

(4th grade), Julian McKeon (2nd grade), who along with the 

Development Committee are developing an implementation plan 

for this program. If you have any questions, please contact the 

Development Offi ce at 650-366-8817.
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Junior High Decathalon
The Academic Junior High Decathlon is a competition for Catholic School 

students in grades 6-8. There are ten events. Two are collaborative team efforts 

—a logic quiz with 20 rigorous thinking problems and a super quiz with 50 

multiple choice questions on fi ve broad academic themes. The remaining eight 

events test individual knowledge of the Roman Catholic doctrine, English, 

Literature, Science, Mathematics, Current Events, Social Studies, and Fine Arts 

(Art and Music). Awards are given for individual and team performance, and 

the winning school team from each geographic diocese competes in a state 

championship the fi rst Saturday of May each year.

 This year Mount Carmel School 8th graders participated as a team in the 

Logic Quiz and took 1st place. The team is pictured below in the t-shirts “Got 

Brains?” designed by Aaron Tsukushi, Kim Cervantes and Aaron Prestipino (he 

drew the brain)! Congratulations!

Mount Carmel Students 
      Achieve Academic Recognition

school    news

2nd row: Jesse Boyle, Tala Berro, Kim Cervantes, 
Alex Miram, Aaron Tsukushi, Ms. Bruzzoni (coach)

1st row: Nicole Menez, Aaron Prestipino, Ashley 
Koenigsberg, Emma Swayze, Alex Tabing

Additional and recent winners of other academic competitions and pictured 

to the left are:

San Mateo County Science Fair – Behavioral Science Category:

Tala Berro (2nd place), Ashley Koenigsberg, Nicole Menez, Emma Swayze, 

Aaron Tsukushi (3rd place)

National Geographic Geography Bee: Alex Miram

Reader’s Digest National Word Power Challenge: Nicole Menez (State fi nalist), 

Alex Tabing, Christopher Starr, Cecily Mejia, and George Ekas

San Francisco Chronicle Spelling Bee: Alex Tabing

Upcoming Events
Spring Festival

April 27, 28 and 29

E-Waste Recycling Event
May 12

Class of 2007 Graduation 

June 1

Last Day of School 
June 8

C lass of 2007 Scholarship 
Opportunities
More than any other graduation class, the Class of ’07 has six scholarship 

opportunities including two new ones. In addition to the Young Ladies Institute 

Valda Britschgi Scholarship, The Alison Huber Memorial Scholarship and 

the Italian Catholic Federation scholarship; this year the Men’s Club will be 

generously offering two $1,000 scholarships. We are also very pleased to 

announce The Uccelli Foundation Scholarship for $1,000.00.

 Paula (Territo) Uccelli ’56 approached us last fall about setting up this annual 

scholarship. It was important to her that she establish a scholarship that could 

“make a difference” in the life of a Mount Carmel graduate, helping to offset the 

cost of Catholic High School Tuition. The Uccelli Foundation Scholarship will 

be given to a student who has earned good grades, demonstrated outstanding 

citizenship and has performed exemplary community service. We are so very 

honored that Paula will be presenting this scholarship at our graduation 

ceremonies on May 31st.

This year Mount Carmel School 8th graders 

  participated as a team in the Logic Quiz and took 1st place.
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January In Touch Winner
These old photos are just too much fun! We generated a lot of 

responses to this photo to learn that this picture is some of the 

boys of the Class of 1951. A Starbucks card goes to each of the 

three folks who, in combination, gave all the right answers. 

Carol Ann Gruber, Frank Ruggierro and John Ferrando, all 

from the Class of ’51.

 The occasion was a “Fashion Show” and the folks in the 

picture are all 8th grade boys from the Class of 1951. Not all 

the boys though—some were concerned their “masculinity” 

would be questioned, according to John Ferrando. And Frank 

Ruggiero shared that the picture was going to be run in the 

Redwood City Tribune, but the nuns said “no” because John 

Ferrando was wearing a formal that showed his bare shoulders!

From left to right, starting in the back row: Donald Drivon, John Ferrando, 
John Hall, Mike Brady, George Thorpe, Jack Gielmetti.  Row 3: Don 
McDaniels, Frank Ruggierro, Joe Saunders.  Row 2: Jim Blankenship, 
Rusty Morton, Joe Saunder, John Klein and Richard Lawler.  Row 1: Steve 
Marelich, Al Penna, John Wymans, David Perry

6th graders Laura Lopez and Danielle Feria mixing up pancakes 
at the Fat Tuesday Pancake Breakfast fundraiser for Michelle.

In May of 2006, then 2nd grader Michelle Hosking was diagnosed 

with Severe Aplastic Anemia, a bone marrow disease. Since that 

time, Michelle has been in and out of the hospital and in September 

the recipient of a bone marrow transplant. Her life has been 

restricted to travel between home and the hospital, allowed only to 

take walks in non-crowded areas. She greatly misses her classmates 

and the regular routine of attending school and learning, praying 

and playing with her Mount Carmel School and church community.  

 As you can imagine, the family faces enormous costs associated 

with the transplant and drug treatments. To that end, the Mount 

Carmel community has come together and the students and their 

teachers have organized, hosted and still plan a variety of fund-

raisers for Michelle and her family. On Valentine’s Day a cupcake 

sale raised $288 and Fat Tuesday a pancake breakfast raised over 

$2000. During the season of Lent, when we traditionally collect 

monies for the Holy Childhood Association, our drive will be for 

the Hosking family instead. And the Men’s club is sponsoring a 

cash raffl e that will raise $5,000 for the family.   

 We are very proud of all our students and families, who, as 

Active Christians, are reaching out to help their schoolmate and her 

family. One classmate, Julia Pellizzari, 3rd grade, has taken on a 

personal mission to help Michelle and her family. It all began with 

Julia wanting to earn enough money to buy her friend an American 

Girl doll. Julia sold lemonade in front of her house and asked 

her friends and family to help, which they did. “The doll made 

Michelle so happy,” shares Julia. After Michelle’s bone marrow 

transplant, Julia learned more about how sick Michelle is and that 

health insurance does not pay for all her health care expenses. “I 

wanted to help Michelle’s parents pay her bills and make sure they 

could be with her and not worry about working,” said Julia. Julia 

wrote a letter to her family, friends and father’s business colleagues 

telling them about her friend and how she wanted to help. So far 

she has raised $4,500. “I am so happy,” says Julia.  

 The family is working with the Children’s Organ Transplant 

Association (COTA), an organization that provides fundraising 

assistance for children and young adults needing life-saving 

transplants and promotes organ, marrow and tissue donation. You 

can learn more about Michelle, her illness, and how you may help 

by visiting www.cotaformichelleh.com. 

Mount Carmel Students: Active Christians

The Mount Carmel community has come together 
   and the students and their teachers have organized, hosted  

 and still plan a variety of fundraisers for Michelle and her family.
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Please keep “In Touch”
In Touch is a quarterly newsletter 
written and published by the 
Development Offi ce for the alumni, 
families and friends of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel School and Parish.  
We would love to hear more news 
from our alumni. You may send 
updates, address changes, marriages, 
births, etc. We are also pleased to 
add parents and grandparents to 
our mailing list. We post a PDF 
of each issue of the newsletter on 
the alumni pages of the website 
www.mountcarmel.org. Please pass 
it along.

Michelle Conci
Development Director
650-366-8817
development@mountcarmel.org

D E S I G N :  Cathy Chin, mother to 
Malia Velasco – Class of 2016

P R O O F R E A D I N G  A N D  E D I T I N G :  Cammy 
Amoroso Walsh, mother to Brandon – Class 
of 2012 and Catherine – Class of 2014

P R I N T I N G :  Innovative Printing Designs, 
San Rafael

Our Lady of Mount Carmel School
301 Grand Street
Redwood City, CA 94062

In Memoriam
We have been notifi ed by friends and family of the passing of the following friends 
of Mount Carmel School. We ask that you keep them in your prayers.

Renato Bellatorre – Grandfather to Gina (Bellatorre) Furrer, ’82, Jennifer 
(Bellatorre) Munsey ’85, great grandfather to Devin Furrer (grade 6) and Lucas 
Furrer (grade 3), and Jack Munsey (grade 3)

Irma Barbieri – mother to Michael, ’85 and Giovanni, ’86

Nancy Boensch, ’66 – sister to Susan ’65, Pamela ’67, and Marilyn, ’73

Martha Cortez – mother to Gilberto ’93 and Rosemary ’88

Rick Gonzales – father to Andrea, 7th grade

O C T O B E R  2 0 0 6

E-Waste On-Site Collection Event
Our on-site e-Waste collection event is scheduled for Saturday May 12. Fill up 
your car with used, broken or unwanted electronics, and drive over to the school 
where representatives from ASL will unload it for you. The school will earn a 
percentage of the rebate from the State. The rules have changed since last year.  
All donations must be made within 30 days of the on-site event for us to earn a 
rebate. This has been a great and easy fundraiser for the school and church, and 
we look forward to another great turnout on May 12. Please check the website 
for more details, or call the Development offi ce at 650-366-8817.

Cover Art: Henry Molina, Grade 3


