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from the pastor
Dear Friends and Alumni,

I

WAS BLESSED TO BE ASSIGNED AS PASTOR

of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church in July
of 2006 and quickly discovered the quality and diversity of our parish school. The students,
parents, faculty and staff of Mount Carmel School are, indeed, reflections of that
academic and spiritual wealth for which we can give thanks and praise to God. I have
enjoyed being pastor for these past five years, but with a heavy heart, it is time to say goodbye.
Effective July 1, 2011, I will begin a new assignment as pastor of St. Raphael Church in San Rafael.
As my time in this wonderful parish draws to an end, I look back on these past five years and see
how Mount Carmel School has been an integral part of making me a better priest and pastor.
So I thank all of you for being a part of this growth and promise to keep you in my thoughts and
prayers. I will miss you all, and I am confident that under the very capable leadership of Mrs.
Teresa Anthony as principal, Mount Carmel School will continue to flourish in “this fertile
valley” with Our Lady of Mount Carmel as your patroness and powerful intercessor.

I look back on these past five
years and see how Mount
Carmel School has been an
integral part of making me a
better priest and pastor.

I am deeply grateful for the generous support our alumni and benefactors have
given to Mount Carmel School, and I ask that you continue to support our now
126-year-old institution with your prayers and financial contributions. Finally,
next year Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church will be celebrating its 125th
anniversary. The parish was established on August 18, 1887 as the first Mass
was celebrated in the old church, which was located on El Camino Real near
Brewster Avenue. As we look forward to this milestone in our parish’s history, I ask that you
both participate in and enjoy the events being planned to commemorate 125 years of Gospel
service to Redwood City and beyond.
God bless you all, and God bless Mount Carmel School!
Yours in Christ,

FATHER JOHN A. BALLEZA
PA STO R
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Innovation Day– May 17, 2011
“The idea behind Innovation Day was to show students that real learning
goes beyond paper and pencil,” said Mr. Monreal, 7th grade teacher who
suggested the day-long event. “At OLMC we educate the whole child;
Innovation Day truly aimed to achieve that end.”

by Lizbeth Aguilar (Grade 5), photos by Maddie Avila (Grade 5)
TUESDAY, MAY 17 WAS INNOVATION DAY—the first

time OLMC has ever done it. Mr. Timothy Monreal,
our 7th grade teacher, learned about the idea from
an online blog he follows. He then shared it with
our teachers, who organized it for us. It was an
exciting day for everyone—third through eighth
grade students, teachers and parent volunteers.
Some people were doing things like paintings and
cooking. Others were making things like models
of the Giants baseball field, large buildings, and
Kyla Camp & Aubrey Romer (grade an 1800’s village. Still other people were making
4) made a delicious confetti cake.
posters and writing songs.
Maddy and I spent our time interviewing people, seeing what they thought about
Innovation Day, and what their projects were. In the art room, for example, Ms.
O’Connor supervised some gifted artists. Students were painting things like flowers,
dragons, Mount Olympus, and beautiful sunsets. Other creative activities, such as
a Giants baseball bat and a Charlie Brown made of clay, were also really nice.
Here are some of the answers we heard when we asked teachers how they liked
having students from different classes working together as a team:
“Everyone is so engaged in their own project,” says Mrs. Toegemann.

On May 11, 2011, the Class of 2019
performed the traditional 3 Piggy Opera
to an always-packed house of parents,
siblings and grandparents. The Opera is
based on the Jon Scieszka story “The
True Story of the Three Little Pigs.”
Remember what Mama Pig says to her three
little piggies: “Don’t forget to write and
visit each Sunday night, and I will make a
pot of Delicious, Nutritious Garbage Stew.”

Delicious, Nutritious Garbage Stew
3 lbs. of beef
1 can cream of mushroom soup
Seasonings of your choice
1/3 cup vegetable oil
1 can tomato soup
1 lb. whole mushrooms
1 cup sliced celery
1 cup sliced or baby carrots
1 lb. baby potatoes or quartered potatoes

“It’s nice to see different grade levels
come together and express themselves
through their creative acts,” Ms.
Lyssand told us.
Mrs. Patterson loved Innovation Day.
“We should do it every year,” she
continued. “We are learning all sorts of
things from our students. Today we
traded places—the kids became the
teachers, and the teachers became the
students. Where else could I have had
pancakes with jellybeans? I wouldn’t
cook it at home.”

Annual Kindergarten
3 Piggy Opera

Noel DeMelo, Ben Sacco and Danielle CarrolGiovando (grade 3) made a 3-D replica of the Eiffel
Tower to put in Noel’s backyard.

Brown beef and drain. Place all ingredients
in a large dutch oven or crock pot. Cook at
300 degrees for 3 hours in dutch oven or on
low setting for 6 hours in crock pot.

Mrs. Mercurio exclaimed, “Tim, you’re awesome!”
Hopefully, we will do Innovation Day again!
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Francis to their unprecedented 69-7 record, the first WCAL
team to go 17-0 in league, two WCAL Championships, a CCS
Championship, a NorCal Championship and a trip to the D11
California State High School Championship game.
Spencer made second team allleague as a junior, first team allleague as a senior, was named to
the all-peninsula first team and
was a candidate for the all-state
team. He also set two more St.
Francis career records along the
way, breaking one which had
stood for 21 years.
Steve ’71, Jake ’09, Spencer ’06 and Kathleen Britschgi.

Steve Britschgi ’71 Steve began a new company in 2009,
A4A—Advocates for Athletes. Advocates for Athletes (A4A)
is a local, hands-on consulting and coaching business created
to help educate and guide student athletes and their families
through the college recruiting process with the ultimate goal
of obtaining a college athletic scholarship and/or admittance
to a school of their choice because of their sport.
Steve, who is a second generation alum and also father to
Spencer ’06 and Jake ’09, began this company “because of my
own frustration with the college recruiting process and the
lack of local help available,” said Steve. “My goal is to make a
difference in the lives of students and their families that need
help in what can be a daunting process,” continues Steve. “I
am proud to say that this is exactly what A4A is doing. We
are currently working with many sophomores, juniors and
seniors, representing seven different sports in high schools all
over the Bay Area.” You can reach Steve and find out more at
www.advocates4athletes.com.

Spencer Britschgi ’06 is a freshman playing varsity
basketball at Chaminade University at Honolulu. Some of you
may remember Spencer’s teams won two PPSL Championships while here at OLMC. At St. Francis, Spencer continued
playing basketball: 3 years on the varsity team, leading St.
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Spencer is majoring in business at
Chaminade University and would
like to pursue a career in sports
management.

Jake Britschgi ’09 Now a sophomore at St. Francis, Jake
plays football and basketball, and played with the varsity
football team during CCS playoffs. When he is not on the
court or on the field, says Dad, you can find him in the
weight room preparing for another tough WCAL season. He
is also an avid ping pong player and the reigning St. Francis
intramural champion.

Dan and Katie Lewin ’06
Katie Lewin earned a perfect
score on the language portion of
her SATs and is now finishing up
her freshmen year at UC Santa
Cruz, majoring in Sociology.
Twin brother Dan is a National
Merit Scholar attending USC’s
Marshall School of Business
on a Presidential Scholarship.
Danny is majoring in Business
Administration.

Katie Lewin and friend (not Dan)

Class of 2007 Reunion
On Sunday May 22, 17 members of the class of 2007 gathered
for the traditional 4-year reunion. We are proud of our alumni
who are college-bound to Boston College, University of Santa
Barbara, Colorado State Boulder, University of Notre Dame
Indiana, Sonoma State and Oregon, just to name a few.

Pictured left to right: The Hon. Enda Kenny, newly elected Prime Minister
of Ireland; Pam Lucey; Fionnuala Kenny, wife of the Prime Minister; and
Dennis Lucey ’54.

Dennis Lucey ’54 and his wife, Pam, are pictured above
with the newly elected Prime Minister of Ireland, Enda
Kenny, and his wife at the March 16, 19th Annual National
American-Ireland Gala held in Washington, DC. The dinner
honored the newly elected Prime Minister. Dennis, who has
co-chaired this event for a number of years, tells us the event
raises funds to support programs of peace and reconciliation,
arts and culture, education and community development
throughout the island of Ireland. Over 800 guests attended
this year’s dinner with more than $750,000 being raised.
Dennis has been the co-chair of this annual event for a
number of years. Previous events have honored Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton, President Clinton, Paul Newman,
Tip O’Neill, Ted Kennedy, Bono, Tony Blair, Senator John
McCain, Vice President Joe Biden and Nancy Pelosi.

Back row, left to right: Zach Parker, Isabella Cipriani, Melissa Aerreola,
Claire Soderer, Oscar Andaluz, Alex Miram, Kim Cervantes, Tala Berro,
Lacy Coquillard, Melissa Kerwin
Front row, left to right: Brianna Viviani, Emma Swayze, Andrew Kern,
Claire O’Callahan, Nazareth Diaz, Ashley Koenigsburg, Nicole Menez

Is Your Class Planning a Reunion?
The event is yours to plan, however we can help you with
class lists, and the facilities are available to you almost free of
charge. Please contact the Development Office for more details
at 650-366-8817.
Mrs. Virginia de Giovanni de Muzio, Class of 1952 is looking to
see who else would like to help plan a 60th reunion sometime
during the summer of 2012. You can reach her by email at
va3d@aol.com.
Other milestone years include:
1942 – 70 years
1962 – 50 years
1972 – 40 years
1982 – 30 years
1992 – 20 years
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Project-Based
Learning with Biz World

6th Grade Class Incorporates

The BizWorld
program teaches
the basics of
entrepreneurship,
business and
finance by showing
children how the
entrepreneurial
cycle operates in
the friendship
bracelet industry.

6

Pictured left to right: Mr. Harry Gould, Lizzeth Lombera, Caelynn Hwang,
Sam Winslow, Josh Gonzales, Kelsey Lyons
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On April 28, our 6th grade class entrepreneurs—divided into four fictitious companies—
competed against each other to to sell the greatest number of bracelets and to see whose
“company” was the most successful.
has
created an entire class of entrepreneurs. Utilizing the
BizWorld project-based learning kit, students have learned
how to apply math, English and technology learning and
translate them into 21st century 1:1 skills they need to be
successful in the real world. Members of the BizWorld Board
of Directors visited the classroom to see students present their
business plans for a fictitious bracelet company. Many of the
Board members had never seen the product in action. “It was
very exciting,” said Keir Beadling, CEO of Mavericks Surf
Ventures. “It’s great to see how inventive the kids are. This
was a lot of fun.”
SIXTH GRADE TEACHER, JENNIFER BRUZZONE

The BizWorld program teaches the basics of entrepreneurship,
business and finance by showing children how the entrepreneurial cycle operates in the friendship bracelet industry.
Students were divided into companies, with each student taking
on a leadership role to support their company in designing,
manufacturing, marketing and selling their products in
the BizWorld marketplace. Students experience the entire
entrepreneurial cycle: securing venture capital, applying for
a position, product development, marketing and tracking of
income and expenses to determine their success as a company.
In order for each company to have enough funds on hand to
start their business, they needed to sell shares of their company
to a venture capitalist. Mrs. Linda Bruzzone, CFO Provident
Credit Union (and Ms. Bruzzone’s mom), was invited to be the
venture capitalist for each company. The students made pitches
to Mrs. Bruzzone and, based on the quality of each pitch,
shares were purchased at a suitable amount. This allowed each
company to have the necessary funds to begin their company.

In the end, they have created a revenue stream, deducted
expenses, experienced a profit or loss, created an income
statement and valued their company. The impact the program
has on children is vast—from inspiration to creating their own
companies, to understanding the relevance of being successful
in life and academics; the program incorporates 21st-century
skills and engages students through its real-world applications.
During the April 28 event, the “companies” sold their bracelets
to schoolmates using fake money and then took professional
advice from Silicon Valley business leaders on the experience.
“This is a very real world way of learning,” said Mrs. Toegemann,
Vice Principal.
Sam Winslow, 11, vice president of Striking Strings team, said
he enjoyed the business building lesson more than the normal
math curriculum. “When I attended the Archdiocesan ProjectBased Learning Conference back in February,” shared Ms.
Bruzzone, “I was excited to implement the strategies into my
classroom. I purchased a BizWorld kit during the conference
to jump start this experience, and it’s been the best purchase
I have ever made for my classroom. Teaching BizWorld is a
wonderful opportunity to teach the students about becoming
entrepreneurs. The program is easy to use, exciting to teach
and allows my students to learn in a way that they have never
done before. My students beg me to do BizWorld constantly
and are excited every time it’s on the schedule. To be able to
give students a learning experience that is fun, educational
and applicable to their real life has been an amazing experience
as a teacher.”
During the week of May 23rd, the students sold their bracelets
to the school community and raised $270 for Catholic Relief
Services, Japan Disaster Relief.
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In Memoriam
We have been notified by friends and family of the passing of
the following alumni and friends of Mount Carmel School. We
ask that you keep them in your prayers.
Elsie Fantozzi – mother to Anita Fantozzi Bellatorre ’57, Frank
Fantozzi ’60, Helen Fantozzi ’47, Nanette McDowell ’54;
grandmother to Gina Furrer ’82, Jennifer Munsey ’85, great
grandmother to Devin Furrer ’09, Lucas and Brett Furrer, Jack,
Garrett and Carson Munsey.
David Joseph Gaddy ’63 – son of Constance Gaddy ’30, brother to
Daniel ’57, Philip ’66 and Ann ’67
Carol Harm – wife to Gary, mother to Kim ’77 and Jeffrey ’78
Shirley Royer – wife to Bill Royer ’34 and mother to Dennis ’57

Mark Your Calendars
First Day of School – August 24, 2011

Past Presidents Mass and Brunch – March 4, 2012

Annual Auction Benefit – October 22, 2011

Grandparents Day – March 17, 2012

Catholic Schools Week – January 29 – February 4, 2012

Please keep “In Touch”
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In Touch is a newsletter written and published by the Development Office for the alumni, families and friends of Our
Lady of Mount Carmel School and Parish. We would love to hear more news from our alumni. You may send updates,
address changes, marriages, births, etc. We are also pleased to add parents and grandparents to our mailing list.
We post a PDF of each issue of the newsletter on the alumni pages of the website www.mountcarmel.org. Please
pass it along.
Michelle Conci, Development Director
650-366-8817 development@mountcarmel.org
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