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from the principal
Dear Alumnae, Parents, and Friends of OLMC School,

M

have inherited from St. Julie and the Sisters of Notre
Dame de Namur an awe-inspiring mission: “Teach your students whatever is
necessary to equip them for life.” This was the Sisters of Notre Dame’s mission
in 1885 when they opened the doors of the school, and it remains true today
as we close the desks and put away the books for summer. With the support of an amazing faculty
and staff, committed school board and finance committee, involved parents, outstanding students
and generous donors, the Sisters’ tradition of excellent Catholic education continues today.
Y COLLEAGUES AND I

Our students excel academically. All students who applied to Catholic high schools were
accepted, many with honors.
Our students are Christian leaders. Their education and training has been rooted in prayer, study
and service to others, as evidenced in our most successful outreach programs, including books,
clothing and food for families in need, money to support our sister parish in Tanzania, and a
profitable Borja dinner!
Our students are known, respected and valued by their teachers. Tutoring before school, after
school, and at recess time, going on field trips, and celebrating together all help the young people
see their teachers beyond the walls of the classroom.
Our students are empowered. Students are validated and celebrated for the gifts they bring to the
classroom. The teachers and administration work hard to help our graduates become self-advocates,
to understand how they learn and to give them the tools necessary to succeed in high school.
Our students are successful athletes. Five teams brought home PPSL championship trophies this
year. The life skills instilled in these young people by their committed volunteer coaches continue
to please me. Beyond the sport skill, our young people learned skills of leadership, setting team goals,
working together, fair play and good sportsmanship, which matter so much more than winning.
We have had a most successful year. I continue to praise and thank God for the generous donor
support and for exceeding our fundraising goals for the Auction, the Spring Festival, and our
SCRIP program, and for our wonderful volunteers who generously give of their time and talent.
In all, we have had an amazing year, and we couldn’t have done it without the support of our
entire Mount Carmel community. As I look forward to summer, a time to refresh and recharge,
I do so with great gratitude. And, as St. Julie Billiart said, “Our good God is so very good.” I hope
you enjoy this issue of In Touch.
Blessings,

TERESA ANTHONY
PR I N C I PA L
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from the pastor
Dear Friends of Our Lady of Mount Carmel School,

E

NDINGS AND BEGINNINGS —that seemed to be the emotional theme as we wrapped

up our 2013/2014 school year. At the awards ceremony, all our students were
acknowledged for their achievements, and the graduating eighth graders passed on
the torch to the seventh graders in a touching ritual that brought tears to our eyes.
On their last evening at Mount Carmel, we honored the graduates with a Mass, thanking God for
the gift of all these young people who’ve been in our care for so many years, and we prayed
fervently for their future success.
As our families go their separate ways during the summer, the school and parish gear up for
some significant renovations. The Science Building is being refitted to accommodate the latest in
educational technology, in preparation for the coming 2014/2015 school year. And by the time
you read this, Cavanagh Hall, which serves as our gym, auditorium, theater, dining room and
general multi-purpose activity space, will be getting a thorough face-lift. This includes all new
windows, a fresh paint job, a newly refinished floor, and other upgrades, such as new scoreboards
and improved lighting. The foyer, the bathrooms, the passageway to the kitchen and the Small
Hall will all share in these improvements. I’m sure the many groups who use these facilities will
appreciate their enhancements. The Parish Center, which we began remodeling last summer,
will get some finishing touches, too, including a much-needed restroom next to the two main
meeting rooms. Both the older groups (St. Vincent de Paul, Good Grief, Collection Counters),
as well as the younger (Daisies and Webelos), who regularly use these spaces will benefit from
this addition.
And this is a great opportunity to thank our many parishioners who contributed to the
refinishing of all the pews and kneelers in the church. So many people comment on the beauty
of the oak pews which now gleam with new life. Some years ago, as the 125th anniversary of the
parish approached, the pastor and parish council initiated a plan called “Renewing our Sacred
Space.” Thanks to the efforts of so many, this renewal has come to fruition in a great number of
ways. May God continue to bless Our Lady of Mount Carmel in all its beautiful diversity, and
may the coming years increase our faith and our belief that with God, all things are possible.
Gratefully yours in Christ,

FAT H E R U LY S S E S D ’A Q U I L A

Pastor
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Volunteer Spotlight: Nonagenarians Are Still Giving Back

Virginia Ploeser and Mary Williams
Two of our most dedicated volunteers, Virginia Ploeser and Mary “G.G.” Williams, demonstrate that
sharing their time and talent with Mount Carmel School students spreads faith and joy to all. Thank
you, G.G. and Virginia, for all that you have done for Our Lady of Mount Carmel School.

Virginia Ploeser

Ploeser started working as a teacher at St. Mary’s Catholic
School in Los Gatos. She was asked to fill in when one of the
Mrs. Ploeser began teaching
teachers needed to take a leave of absence. Little did Virginia
music at Our Lady of Mount
Ploeser know that the experience would turn into a lifelong
Carmel School in the early 1980s. career and passion.
Today, she still volunteers
Sadly, her husband was diagnosed with terminal cancer
regularly at the school, overwhen the children were still quite young. They found strength
seeing the school’s tone bell
as a family through prayer and by going to Europe for six months
program for junior high students. to see the sights together and visit Lourdes. Mr. Ploeser died
The tone bells are a rich tradition shortly upon returning from that trip in 1957. “God gave me
at Our Lady of Mount Carmel
great strength,” she explains. “He closed one window but
School. Performed by the 7th
opened a door.” Right after her husband died, she had a job
and 8th graders, tone bells provide the background music to
waiting for her when Father Geary asked her to teach at Sacred
our school song at liturgies and celebrations. In August,
Heart Parish school that was about to open in Saratoga. All
Virginia Ploeser will celebrate her 92nd birthday!
three children attended Sacred Heart where their mother
Born in 1922 and raised in Southern California, Virginia
taught, and, although times were very challenging as a young
went east for college, studying music at Vassar College in New
widow with three children, the Catholic school community
York and later obtaining a master’s in music at Hamline
and her strong faith gave them strength.
College in St. Paul, Minnesota. She married
Mrs. Ploeser has been teaching steadily
James Ploeser in 1944 during World War II.
ever
since. At various times she has taught
“I enjoy junior high
A scientist, Jim was able to stay in New York
grades 3-8 and later specialized in math.
students most of all.
City working as a scientist, because his was
When she was offered a job at Our Lady of
I am intrigued by
considered “an essential occupation” and he
Mount Carmel School, she couldn’t let the
them and find them
was, therefore, not subject to the draft. She
opportunity pass. In 1978 she had moved
very stimulating and
became a well-known composer in her own
to Redwood City, where she purchased a
interesting. They give
right and studied under Ernst Krenek. In
home with her daughter, Monica, and her
me great joy.”
1945, at age 23, she won the major prize in a
son-in-law. She still lives in her Redwood
national Young Composers contest for her
		
– Virginia Ploeser
City home with her daughter, Monica. Mrs.
work, titled “San Clemente, Low Tide,”
Ploeser taught music in grades 1-8 and also
written for flute, oboe, clarinet, tympani and strings.
taught 7th grade English and math. During this time she also
After the war, Mr. Ploeser studied at Stanford University
composed Mount Carmel’s annual last day of school song “It’s
to obtain his PhD in Chemistry. While at Stanford, Christine,
Vacation, Joy and Jubilation!”
their first daughter, was born. As a Fulbright Scholar, Mr.
God tested her again when her daughter, Christine, died
Ploeser conducted research in Dunedin, New Zealand, where
of cancer a few years ago. “I do not know how people make it
the Ploesers lived for four years and had two more children,
through life, burying a husband and a child, without a strong
Monica and Stephen. After returning to the United States, the
faith in God.”
family lived in Saratoga on 14 lush acres with fruit orchards
Since retiring at age 75 then again at 87, she has volunteered
and a hobby vineyard. Mr. Ploeser commuted to San Francisco for the school, teaching advanced math to 8th graders and
where he taught at the Stanford medical school, and Mrs.
tone bells to 7th graders. She still volunteers twice a week.
4
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Mary “G.G.” Williams

School. When asked if she had any funny stories about raising
her children, Gigi said that they were “good little boys” and
By Katherine Jabba, ‘11
they didn’t give her much trouble. She also noted that she
Mary Williams has been volunteering believes boys are a lot easier to raise than girls because you
don’t have to worry about clothes, drama, and makeup.
at Our Lady of Mount Carmel for
While her boys were in school, G.G. worked as a Kelly
about a year now. She works a few
hours a week, every Friday with the Girl, where she traveled around the area doing temporary
administrative work. She loved working as a Kelly Girl,
kindergarteners, and every Tuesday
because she would leave for work after her boys went to school
in the library with the 5th graders.
and return before they got home, so it had little impact on
She became involved in the school
her life with her family. G.G. also regularly volunteered at her
through the encouragement of her
boys’ elementary school, St. Eugene, where she was a Scout
granddaughter, Kelly Ilnicki, mother of Luci Lambert ’17, who
Leader and Hot Dog Chairman. This is one of the reasons she
wanted her to get more involved in her community.
now loves to volunteer at Our Lady of Mount Carmel School.
When asked what she enjoyed most about her volunteer
G.G. currently lives in Redwood City with
work, Mary says how much she enjoys just
her son, Jim, and his wife Susan, where she has
being with the wonderful children, because
“Just work hard and
her own cottage. She talks affectionately about
they are so cute and always make her laugh.
be happy.”
her family, and is beyond happy to have her
Her refrigerator is decorated with art from
– Mary “G.G.” Williams
family to take care of her. When asked about
the kindergarteners, who like her grandhow she has overcome the challenges in her
children and great-grandchildren,
life, G.G. looked confused and explained that she hasn’t had
affectionately refer to her as “G.G.,” which is short for Great
many challenges. She has had “good family, good kids, and
Grandma. Her favorite part of volunteering is listening to the
good husbands” to take care of her all her life. G.G. has always
kindergarteners’ Show ’n’ Tell and seeing what books the 5th
been a huge fan of baseball, so when asked whether she was
graders are reading, which she always finds so fascinating. Her
a Giants fan, she explained that she was, in fact, a Dodgers
job in the kindergarten classroom involves making cutouts for
fan, but she doesn’t want anyone to know, so that she won’t
art projects and filing, while her job in the library with the 5th
“get booed out of the school!” She went on to explain that it’s
graders is checking books in and out.
hard not to be a Dodgers fan after having season tickets for
G.G. was born in 1924 in Los Angeles where she lived
seventeen years, but that she just loves baseball in general and
all of her life, until she moved to Redwood City in April of
has truly begun to like the Giants, who according to G.G., are
2013. She has two sisters, one five years older, the other five
currently the number one team in baseball. Her favorite things
years younger. She had a happy childhood and adored her
to do are watch baseball games and Judge Judy on television,
mother, who lived to be an amazing 105 years old! After high
and be with her family. She also has a strong love for dogs,
school, Mary had a job working at the Southern California
with a collection of about twenty stuffed animal dogs in her
Telephone Company, where she worked until she married
living room. She used to have a pet Yorkie, but it passed away
two years later. Her husband was in the service, where he
before she moved to the Bay Area.
fought in the South Pacific. After returning from overseas, he
G.G.’s words of wisdom for the younger generation are
became a police officer, working in robbery homicide for the
simple: “Just work hard and be happy,” she says. When asked if
Los Angeles Police Department. They were married 23 years
she had any advice for the parents of Mount Carmel students,
before Mr. Ilnicki tragically died in an accident in which his
police helicopter collided with another helicopter over Dodger she exclaimed, “I hope they keep their children there! It’s a
wonderful school.” G.G. feels very passionately about the value
Stadium in 1966. Four years later, she married another police
of a Catholic school education, and she thinks the teachers
officer, with whom she was married to for 42 years until he
at Mount Carmel, particularly Gina Malaspina, with whom
passed away in December of 2012.
she works closely, are absolutely wonderful. She is excited to
G.G. has two children, Jim Ilnicki and John Ilnicki, who
continue her volunteer work for years to come.
are 13 months apart. Jim’s two daughters, Corey, Class of
’02 and Alex ’04, both attended Our Lady of Mount Carmel
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Parent Volunteer Spotlight: Katie

Schorr-Pardini ’89

THE MOUNT CARMEL FESTIVAL has always been one of my favorite, warm fuzzy
memories as a child. I am beyond happy now, as an adult, to have a hand in
orchestrating warm fuzzy memories for others.
I graduated from Our Lady of Mount Carmel School in 1989, and as a
14-year-old, didn’t understand too much about the roots that had already
started reaching deep. With my mom and her siblings having graduated
from Our Lady of Mount Carmel School, I suppose those roots were already
established. The Sullivan clan walked to school from Saint Francis Street—
Mary (my mom) ’62, Aunt Barbara ’64, Uncle Ray ’67 and Aunt Joan ’74.
Katie Schorr-Pardini and
I was told their class size, in the same classrooms, were 50 something.
Mary K Musich
My parents chose to send their children to Mount Carmel: Mike ’87, me ’89, and Tim
’85. In addition, my cousins, Casey ’96 and Brady ’00 also attended. I now have my own
daughter, Madalene, who just earned the status of alum, class of ’14, and my twins, Dani and
Connor, are currently going into second grade. Mike’s children also attend Mount Carmel:
Megan, second grade, Grace, Kindergarten, and Jack, Pre-Kindergarten. And so,
the generations continue to come back.
It wasn’t really until becoming a young mom, ten years after graduating from Our Lady
“‘…’neath the great of Mount Carmel School, that I felt a pull to be back in that community. The
sequoia shade. There’s a feeling of “protect this child” innately meant “surround her with love.” As the
time grew near for Madalene to enter school, all my efforts went to finding a
treasured house of
home close to “our” school. We were blessed to the core when the former
knowledge where
Lovelace home became ours. Angela Lovelace raised her children in the Mount
character is made.’ These Carmel community, and knowing that I too wished for my child to be there,
words ring true for me was reason enough for her to sell her beautiful home on Grand Street to me
and so many others.” and my little (but mighty) family.
– Katie Schorr-Pardini ’89
I also volunteer as a volleyball coach at Our Lady of Mount Carmel School.
quoting the OLMC school song I am a competitive person when it comes to sports. When I attended Mount
Carmel, we were the school to beat in most, if not all, sports. I do believe bringing home
trophies (scholastic or athletic), establishes pride. Pride in one’s school is what makes you
want to send your own children there.
Mount Carmel School is important to me in so many ways. It is the extended family to
me and my children. It is where I met and remain best friends with some of the greatest
people I know. It is where I have received most of my sacraments. It is where I learned GLP
(Good Listening Position). It is now where my children are, and, therefore, where my heart is.
I suppose I volunteer and give of my time because that is what I was shown by my
parents, and apples don’t fall far from the tree. I always remember my parents being on the
grounds for one reason or another: Dad coaching softball, Mom chairing Festival, both of
them always working Bingo. I will always do my best to help the school. I will always have
pride in Mount Carmel School and probably always want to help out even when the twins
graduate. Forever a Padre, forever will love Blue and Gold.
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Parent Volunteer Spotlight: Mary
In Touch: How many hours do you think each of you put in to
this year’s Festival, including working the Festival itself?
MKM: Over 100 hours.
IT: Will you do it again next year, and why do you co-chair
the Festival?
MKM: Yes, it is one of my favorite weekends. I love all the

energy and excitement.

IT: What are some of your favorite Festival moments from this
year’s event?
MKM: One of my favorite moments of the Festival is

watching the kids’ faces and reactions when the Butler
trucks pull into the schoolyard with the rides. I also love
working with the other chairs of the Festival. I could not do
any of it without them.
IT: What is your least Favorite thing about the Festival?
MKM: When it ends. I can hear the trucks pull out of the

schoolyard late on Sunday night and it always makes me sad.
IT: Tell us about your family.
MKM: I graduated in 1986. I have five brothers and sisters

and we all attended Our Lady of Mount Carmel School. All
six of us are teachers or work with children. My mom,
Karen, Colleen, Maureen and I still live in Redwood City.
Kevin lives in Red Bluff and Kathleen lives in Monte Rio.

K Musich ’86

My mom, Jeannie Britschgi Gallagher, graduated in 1953
and my daughter, Bella, is going into 4th grade. Brady and
Charlie are going into 1st grade and my youngest Aidan
will be starting in the preschool in the fall.
IT: What was your favorite school memory from your
childhood? Favorite teacher?
MKM: There are too many to count. Our Lady of Mount
Carmel has been part of my whole life. The strong bond
that formed here while I was a child is the reason we
decided to continue that with our children. My dad passed
away a year and half ago, and my family and I were reminded
then how special the Mount Carmel community is. The
support we received from old and new friends was amazing.
IT: You also taught Kindergarten at Mount Carmel in the early
2000’s. What did you learn from that experience, and what
are you doing now, in addition to co-chairing the Festival?
MKM: I loved teaching Kindergarten at Our Lady of Mount
Carmel School. I think I wanted to teach here since I was in
1st grade. I now am a room parent, co-chair the Breakfast
with Santa, on the PTG board and a Girl Scout leader. I also
substitute teach at Mount Carmel when I can.
IT: Why is Mount Carmel so important to you?
MKM: It is family.

Upcoming Reunions

Class of 2010 Mini-Reunion

Class of 1964 – celebrating 50 years!
September 27, 2014 at Our Lady of Mount Carmel School
Please contact Fran Barrett at franb@sonic.net or (707) 823-9675.

Three members of the Class
of 2010 enjoyed seeing each
other at the school on May 19,
2014. Members of the Class
of 2010 are headed to the
California State University—
San Francisco, Sonoma and
Mary Kennedy, Emily Wohrer and
Stanislaus; the College of San
Cesario Rodriguez from the Class
of 2010.
Mateo; Gonzaga University;
Northwestern University; University of California—Berkeley, Los
Angeles and Santa Barbara; University of Oregon; and University
of San Diego. We are so proud of our graduates. Congratulations
to all!

Class of 1949 – celebrating 65 years!
October 4, 2014 at Our Lady of Mount Carmel School
Please contact Brent Britschgi at brentonbritschgi@att.net or
(650) 369-5387.
If you need help planning your reunion or want to start thinking
about it, the school can help you track down classmates, get the
word out, and plan your event. Contact Nori Jabba at bnjabba@
pacbell.net or cell (650) 207-9180.
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Alumni News
Alumni, please send us your news and
photos regarding graduations, weddings,
births, announcements, special events,
awards, life updates or any news you
would like to share. We would love to hear
from you.

Dennis Lucey ’54 co-chaired the

American-Ireland National Gala held
on March 13 in Washington, DC. The
dinner honored Vice President Joseph
Biden. This year’s Gala raised over $1
million dollars for programs of peace
and reconciliation, arts and culture and
education, and community development
in Ireland. Founded in 1976, the
American-Ireland Fund benefits over
1,500 non-profit organizations in Ireland.

Vice President Joe Biden and Dennis Lucey
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Class of 2014 Graduation
Congratulations to Our Lady of Mount Carmel Class of 2014 who graduated on
May 30th. Members of the Class of 2014 will be attending the following high
schools: Aragon, Bellarmine, Bishop O’Dowd, Sacred Heart Prep, Junipero Serra,
Mercy, Notre Dame, Saint Francis, Sequoia and Woodside.
• Valedictorian: Kamille Suayan
• Salutatorian: Callahan Growney
• Junipero Serra High School Academic Excellence Award: Patrick Friel
• Mercy High School Awards – Mercy Honors Scholarship: Katy Clausing
• Mercy Parents Club Award: Melissa Pellizzari
• Alison Huber Memorial Award: Madeline Avilla
• Italian Catholic Federation Award: Alexandra Ceschin
• Our Lady of Mount Carmel Men’s Club Scholarships: Katy Clausing,
Anna Granucci, Grace Leaf
• Jim Gallagher Memorial Award: Patrick Friel
• Our Lady of Mount Carmel School Student Recognition Awards:
Consistent Academic Excellence—Kamille Suayan
Consistent Growth in Junior High—Jon-Paul Zepeda
• President’s Award for Educational Excellence Lizbeth Aguilar, Nate Burrill,
Eva Clark, Katy Clausing, Patrick Friel, Anna Granucci, Callahan Growney,
Kamille Suayan, Catherine Walsh
• President’s Award for Educational Achievement: Ali Ceschin, Grace Leaf,
Gianna Raiti
• California Mathematics League Awards: Jack Bagot, Nate Burrill, Eva Clark
Callahan Growney*, Kamille Suayan (*Highest Score)
• MVP: Baseball–Matt Bagot; Volleyball–Jada Herbert;
Basketball–Jada Herbert and JP Zepeda; Track–Lizbeth Aguilar and JP Zepeda
• OLMC Boys and Girls Sportsmanship Award: Patrick Friel and Madalene Schorr
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In Memoriam
Please let us know of Our Lady of Mount Carmel alumni who have passed, so that we can inform members of the parish and school
and other alumni.

Jackie Schock Ira, Class of ‘43

Gregory Landerkin, Class of ’64

This tribute appeared in the San Jose Mercury News on
February 26, 2014.
Jacqueline Marie (Schock) Ira was was born in 1929 in
Aberdeen, South Dakota to Joseph and Dena Schock. The
family made their home in Redwood City in 1932 with her
brother Kenneth Schock (now deceased) and sister, Dolores
Loretz. Jackie attended Our Lady of Mount Carmel School,
graduating in 1943 and attended Sequoia High School. Soon
after high school, Jackie met the love of her life and married
Fred Ira. They were married 63 years and raised two children,
Jeff Ira and Kim Hunt. Jeff has served as mayor of Redwood
City twice, retiring from the council in 2013. Jackie was
blessed to have seven grandchildren: Joshua, Joy, Julie, Joseph
and Jessica Ira, Mallory Christensen and Emily Hunt. She
received joy from three great-grandchildren, Jack and Nikko
Christensen and Jianna Ira. A celebration Mass of Jackie’s life
was held on Friday, February 28, 2014 at St. Pius Catholic
Church in Redwood City. Jackie will forever be in our hearts
for the love and devotion she has instilled in our families.

A longer version of this tribute appeared in the Tahoe Daily
Tribune on January 4, 2014.
Gregory Landerkin, of South Lake Tahoe ,
passed away on Saturday, January 4, 2014 at
the age of 63. He was born in San Mateo on
September 24, 1950 as the second of four
sons. Greg was raised in Redwood City,
CA and attended Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
School and Sequoia Union High School.
After graduating, Greg bravely served his country with the 1st
Cavalry Div. U.S. Army during the Vietnam War. Decorated
for his service in Vietnam, Greg was a True American Patriot
and proudly became a Veteran of Foreign Wars.
Moving to Tahoe after an Honorable Discharge, Greg
became at home with his place in the mountains. While he
worked as a skilled carpenter for about 30 years, Greg was an
avid outdoorsman and full of life. Greg is survived by his two
proud children, Aaron Landerkin (Hilary), Kelsi Landerkin
(Doug), his granddaughter, Liliana Ballard, and the mother of
his children, Debbie Landerkin. Also surviving Greg are his
three brothers: Geoffrey Landerkin (Willo), Gary Landerkin
(Tara) and Glenn Landerkin (Naomi); stepsiblings: Brian
Tripp (Sheri), Kenneth Tripp and Maureen Reynolds (John);
stepmother Margaret Landerkin. A Celebration of Life was
held at the Lake Tahoe Golf Course on February 8, 2014.

Clarence “John” Ahern, Class of ’44
This tribute appeared in the Palo Alto Daily
News and Palo Alto Online in February 2013.
Clarence ‘John’ Ahern, a lifelong resident of
Redwood City, died at his home on January
28, 2013. He was 82. Born in San Francisco
in 1930, John lived his entire life in Redwood
City and attended Our Lady of Mt Carmel
School and Sequoia High School. He had worked at Pan
American Airlines and later retired from Varian Associates
after a 30-year career in the Microwave Tube Division. After
retirement, John became a founding member and volunteer
docent at the Hiller Aviation Museum. John’s passions
included the 49ers, Little League baseball and military and
naval aviation. He spent many years coaching in Highlanders
Little League and led several of his teams on to win the City
Championship. John was preceded in death by his wife of 51
years, Nancy Ahern. He is survived by his two sons, Michael
(Cherie) Ahern and Gary (Connie) Ahern, and his two
grandchildren, Michelle and Meagan Ahern.

Idaly Vore, School Parent
Information provided by Adrian Vore ’75
Idaly Vore, mother of Cecilia ’66, Susan
’68, Yvonne ’69, and Adrian ’75, and wife
of Gordon Vore, died June 5, 2014, of
congestive heart failure at her home on
Grand Street in Redwood City. She was 85.
She was an active member of the parish
and the Mother’s Club during the years her
children attended school. She is survived by her husband of
64 years, Gordon Vore; daughters, Cecilia Vore of Arden, Del.;
Susan Holody of Irvine, Calif.; Yvonne Porath of San Mateo;
and son, Adrian Vore of Escondido, Calif.; nine grandchildren;
and one great-grandchild.
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Cavanagh Hall/Gym Renovation Project
Our Cavanagh Hall renovation project will occur this summer with renovations to be complete
by the time school starts for the 2014-15 school year. Please join us for a parish-wide celebration
and ribbon-cutting on Sunday, September 7, 2014 from 6-8pm in Cavanagh Hall, following the
5pm mass. Refreshments will be served, and all are welcome.

Celebrating Years of Service
The following faculty and staff were honored for making a difference in the lives of our students
and dedicated themselves to Our Lady of Mount Carmel School.

Laurin Toegemann
35 years

Maureen Arnott
20 years

Gina Malaspina
10 years

Janelle de Wald
5 years

Christopher Lane
5 Years

Mount Carmel’s Annual Report Used
as Model Nationwide
OLMC’s 2014 Winter In Touch with the 2013 Annual Report
“It is an honor to
was selected to be used as a training model for annual reports
recognize our donors.
for Catholic elementary schools nationwide at the National
And, it is exciting to
Catholic Education Association 2014 Convention and Expo in
be recognized by
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, April 22-24, 2014.
others for our fine
The NCEA Convention & Expo is the largest private-education
association gathering in the nation. Those participating represent
all aspects of Catholic and faith-based education from preschool,
elementary, secondary, adult education, colleges and universities,
to local parish pastors, priests, directors of parish religious
education programs, parish volunteers, and more. The Convention
is a time to celebrate, to acquire new knowledge, and to renew.
If you did not receive a copy of the report and would like one sent to you, please contact
Aurora Mock at amock@mountcarmel.org or call 650-366-6127. The report is also online at
www.mountcarmel.org/wp-content/uploads/InTouch-Winter-2014.pdf.
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efforts. A heartfelt
thank you to Nori
Jabba, Development
Director, for her
professionalism,
enthusiasm and
commitment to
sharing our strong
successes!”
		

– Teresa Anthony
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Dollar Day for Tanzania

by Kelly O’Connor

fifth graders were busy setting up a table with
a money box, “Tanzy,” their stuffed animal mascot, and bright pink passes near
the schoolyard. If asked what they were doing, they’d explain that they were
selling Dollar Day for Tanzania passes at recess. For the second year in a row,
OLMC students have raised funds to complete and furnish the church of our
sister parish in Tanzania. When the bell rang, children quickly lined up, buying
passes to wear nail polish, crazy hairdos, temporary tattoos, hats or pajama
bottoms on the designated crazy dress day. The most popular item by far was
the chance to carry around a favorite stuffed animal. Over the course of three
days, fifth graders sold enough passes to raise $1,022 for Saint Francis Xavier
parish in Karaeni, Tanzania.
This small village of about 5,000 residents is located in a drought-ridden
area in eastern Africa near Mount Kilimanjaro. 96% of the villagers are
Catholic; all are poor. Most families get by on less than a dollar a day. The
parish of Saint Francis Xavier began its relationship with Our Lady of Mount
Carmel in 2007, as a result of a call to action by the Church to help end extreme
poverty in the world. Our Lady of Mount Carmel parish already had contact
with a poverty stricken village, the childhood home of our former parochial
vicar, Father Paulinus Mangesho. During his tenure at OLMC, he was beloved,
one could hear calls of “Jambo,” a Swahili greeting, echo across the schoolyard
as he passed. He taught many OLMC students how to assist the priests as altar
servers at Mass, and shared stories of his village in Africa with all.
While Father Paulinus was at our parish, several mission trips were organized to deliver
donations and meet the people of our sister parish in Tanzania. Mrs. Camille Torres, retired
third grade teacher, was among those who visited in 2010. The journey was amazing and eye
opening for her and her daughter, Jackie Torres Burnett ’87, a third grade teacher herself and
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School alum. According to Mrs. Torres, “They had nothing! When
we arrived, the church walls were constructed, but it was virtually empty—no pews, no
furnishings, no roof to speak of.”
To kick off the Lenten drive at our school, Mrs. Torres presented to all classes, sharing her
photos and stories about how people in this poor African village live. Her talks inspired fifth
graders to create and post promotional posters, write and act out skits at morning assembly, and
put together an informative bulletin board about our sister parish and the country of Tanzania.
Afterwards, students counted the money collected, rolled the coins for deposit and verified total
sums. Every fifth grader had a role in the project, making it a student-driven team effort.
The actual “Tanzania Day” was a lot of fun. Almost three hundred school children wearing
wacky accessories, hats and crazy hair, carrying a favorite stuffed animal showed up for school
that morning! As a result, every family at Our Lady of Mount Carmel school became aware of
the plight of our sister parish in Tanzania, their needs and Christian ideals. Plans are in place to
continue the annual drive next year to help them construct a water collection tank near the new
church. Go OLMC! Go 5th grade!
ON A SUNNY MORNING IN MARCH,

“The parish of Saint
Francis Xavier began
its relationship with
Our Lady of Mount
Carmel in 2007, as a
result of a call to
action by the Church to
help end extreme
poverty in the world.”
		

– Kelly O’Connor
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Mark Your Calendars
Kindergarten Back-to-School Night – August 19
New Families Dinner – August 19
First Day of School and Parent Coffee – August 26
Cavanagh Hall/Gym Renovation Celebration – September 7
2nd Annual Beer Festival – September 13
Class of 1964 Reunion – September 27
Class of 1949 Reunion – October 4
2014 Auction: Havana Nights – October 25

Address Updates
We are trying to reduce printing and postage costs by sending
only one In Touch per household. However, if you would like
to be added to our mailing list, need additional copies, or if
someone in your household has moved and wishes to receive
a copy, please notify us of any address updates. Email us at
amock@mountcarmel.org or call 650-366-6127.

Please keep “In Touch”
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In Touch is a newsletter written and published by the Development Office for the alumni, families and friends of Our Lady
of Mount Carmel School and Parish. We would love to hear more news from our alumni. You may send updates, address
changes, marriages, births, etc. We are also pleased to add parents and grandparents to our mailing list. We post a PDF
of each issue of the newsletter on the alumni pages of the website www.mountcarmel.org. Please pass it along.
School Updates: Aurora Mock, School Administrator
650-366-6127, amock@mountcarmel.org
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