
December 15, 2015 

CSAC Meeting Minutes 

HSPS Faculty Room 

 

Meeting was called to order by Laura Walcott. This is the last meeting with Fr. Looney before he 

retires so champagne & dessert was served. 

 

Individuals Present: Rosemary Mendoza, Jane Dolcini, David Pellegri, Patrick McIntosh, Matt 

Wells, Fr. Dan Looney, Jessica Blonien, Eve Martinez, Andy Fiske, Laura Walcott and Monica 

Williams (parent guest). 

Members Absent: Denise Ackerman  

 

Jessica Blonien moved to approve the minutes from the November 2, 2015 meeting. Motion 

seconded by Eve Martinez. Minutes approved. 

 

Matt Wells – Parent Engagement: Gave a hand out on the new Parent Guild Structure and a 

flow chart describing the different committees with CSAC members as advisors to support the 

committees and help organize the efforts. Forgot to include a Safety Committee but that will be 

included. Need a standing committee to welcome new families and partner them with a Buddy 

Family to explain to them how scrip works, volunteer hours, Beehively, sports. There is so much 

to learn when a new family comes that they don’t even know what to ask. Plan to do a kick-off 

party in January with Patrick & Matt to do an overview of the objectives of the Guild and to get 

people involved. Also, should explain that this is not a forum to complain about teachers or 

things like that and that it is not a clique. It is for service to the school. Need to market the 

Parent Guild. Lots of people have expressed an interest in helping. Fr. Looney said that there 

should be a special outreach to include upper grade parents. Kinder.-2nd aren’t sure how to get 

involved, 6th-8th parents are on their way out so don’t want to be involved anymore so it ends up 

being 3rd-5th grade families that do a lot of the volunteering. Father went to the St. James 

Auction a few weeks ago and found out they made $137K at their auction last year and their 

goal this year was $160K. Need to invite grandparents, friends, neighbors, and more school 

families to come to our auction. Father also mentioned that Lincoln Snyder and the Diocese 

have a plan to bring conformity to Diocesan schools. 

 

David Pellegri – Safety: This is an ongoing effort. Received three bids for video camera 

systems for around the campus, one for $9500, one for $11,500 & the 3rd he threw out. He’s 

worked with the people with the $9500 bid before so he thought they were the best. Science lab 

needs lighting around it & near the upper grade bathrooms. Wondered if the conduit on the 

outside of the Science lab could be used for electrical. Jane will ask Dan Salazar since he put it 

there. Showed us pictures of where cameras should be on campus. Also, should have one 

inside the computer lab. Did a walk through with the Fire Dept will be doing this with Police in 

January. Need to tell Little League to put gates on the dugouts so homeless aren’t sleeping in 

them. Shouldn’t be an issue since they are paying so little in rent and this is a safety issue for 

students. 

 



Patrick McIntosh – Principal: Wants to increase salaries to keep aides from moving on so will 

probably need to raise tuition and/or find alternative revenue. Early childhood literacy is 

improving because our aides are working with the students and should be compensated for this. 

Their salaries are insulting and minimum wage is going up.   We had 30 interested families for 

TK program but numbers have decreased because of the age limits for TK (must be 5 years old 

between Sept. 2-Dec. 2) or possibly time of year (the holidays). Need to get creative with space 

for TK until the new science lab, offices, TK building is completed. Discussion about seeing a 

chart of tuition increases in the past, what the numbers have been (trends) and a need for 

transparency with the budget. The building we want to create for STEM and TK needs a team 

to raise the funds, like a Capital Campaign or marketing campaign. Laura said that Cristo Rey 

raised $10.8 million in 18 months for their Capital Campaign. Need to get our parent community 

more actively involved. 

 

Andy Fiske – Finance/Development: Need a fundraising vision. There has been so much 

change with priorities, staffing, and principals. Need to reeducate/communicate to parents about 

what Development and Annual Fund are and what they pay for. It all starts with communication 

and how we market things. Get the football or basketball teams out front to market. A coach was 

told there is no money to buy basketballs for Little Dribblers so there was discussion about what 

happened with the Golf Tournament funds. HSPS is affordable compared to other schools. 

People give money but don’t know where it goes. Again, need transparency. Annual Fund is our 

Capital Campaign. Have teachers make a wish list for their classrooms for people to purchase 

items from the lists. Nice to give teachers discounts or incentives like not having to do scrip or 

hours.  

 

Rosemary DeGregorio – Development: So far Annual Fund has received about $20K and our 

goal is $80K. Commitment Thursday raised $7000 less than last year. The Grandparent phase 

is in January. Laura suggested doing Giving Day on May 3rd to raise money.   

Crab Feed so far has about 12 tables reserved by parent community but no parishioners yet. A 

sell out is 23 tables. Suggestion to send out a notice that crab is available so people will know 

that our Crab Feed is a sure thing. 

Auction is March 5 and our goal is $100K. Discussion about marketing the auction at the Crab 

Feed and why attendance might be down. Push to get upper grade & lower grade families to 

attend and bring their friends, neighbors and grandparents. Attendance has been down the last 

few years.  

Jogathon – Still have one sponsorship not paid, and two students that owe. 

Breakfast with Santa still has expenses coming in so don’t have numbers on that yet. 

 

Jessica Blonien – Mission Effectiveness: Adopt a Family was amazing. Families got 

everything they asked for and more. It was suggested to spread out our collections next year! 

 

Eve Martinez –Community Relations: Eve is gathering news from LPCA, So. Land Park 

Community Association and the HS parish to put into our newsletter. Our choir sang at Eskaton 

last weekend. 

 



Meeting adjourned at 8:30 with an Irish Blessing for Father Dan. Next meeting is Tues. Jan. 19 

due to MLK holiday on Monday. Patrick will have WASC info then. 

 


